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PREFACE.

§0 much has been ah'eady said concerning JEso/t

and his Writini^s,botli by ancient and modern Au-
thors, that the Subject seems to be quite exhciust-

ed. The different Conjectures, Opinions, Tradi-

tions, and Forgeries, which from time to lime we
have had given us of him, would till a large Vo-
lume : But they are. for the most part, so absurd
and inconsistent, that it would be but a dull amuse-
ment for the Reader, to be led into such a Maze
of Uncertainty : Since Herodotus^ the most ancient

Greek Historian, did not flourish till near an hun-
dred years after Msofi.
As for his Life, with which v/e are entertained

in so complete a Manner, before most of the Edi-

tions of his Fables, it was invented by one Maxi-
mus Planudes-i a Greek Monk ; and, if we may-

judge of him from that Composition, just as judi-
cious and learned a person as the Rest of his Fra-

ternity are at this day observed to be. Sure there

never were so many Blunders and childish Dreams,
mixt up together, as are to be met with in the short

Compass of that Piece. For a Monk, he might
be very good and wise ; but, in point of History
and Chronology, he shews himself to be very

ignorant. He brings JEsofi to Babylon^ in the

Reign of King Lycerus^ a King of his own

making; for his Name is not to be found in

any Catalogue from JVabonasser to Alexander the

Great ; J^abonadeus^ most probably, reigning in

Babylon about that Time. He sends him into

Egyfit in the days of J^actanebo, who was not ia

being till two hundred years afterwards ; v.'ith some
other gross mistakes of that kind, which sufficient-

•a 2



yX PREFACE.

ly shew us that this Life was a Work of Invention,
and that the Inventor was a bungling poor Crea-
ture. He never mentions ^sofi*s being at Athens ;

though Phcedrus speaks of him as one that lived

the greatest Part of his time there ; and it appears
that he had a statue erected in that City to his

Memory, done by the Hand of the famed Lijsififius,

He writes of him as living at Samosj and interest-

ing himself in a public Capacity in the Administra-
tion of the Affairs of that Place ; yet, takes not the

least notice of the Fable which * Aristotle tells us
he spoke in behalf of a famous Demagogue there,
when he was impeached for embezzling the pub-
lic Money ;

nor does he indeed give us the least

hint of such a Circumstance. An ingenious Man
might have laid together all the Materials of this

kind that are to be found in good old Authors, and,

by the help of a bright Invention, connected and
worked them up with success ;

we might have
iswallowed such an imposition well enough, be-

cause we should not haye known how to contra-

dict it : But in Planudes* case, the imposture is

doubly discovered; first, as he has the unquestion-
ed authority of antiquity against him ; secondly,

fand if the other did not condemn him,] as he has

introduced the v/itty, discreet, judicious JEsofi

quibbling in a strain of low monastic Waggery,
and as archly dull as a mountebank's jester.

That there was a life of ^«c/z, either written or

traditionary before Aristotle's time, is pretty plain ;

and that there was something of that kind extant

in Augustus* Reign, is, I think, as undoubted j

since Phcedrus mentions many transactions of his,

rluring his Abode at Athens. But it is as certain,

that Planudes met with nothing of this kind
\ or, at

.
*

Arist. Jihet Libi %. Cap- xX&
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least, that he met not with the accounts with
which they were furnished, because of the omis-
sions before mentioned: and consequently with none
so authentic and good. He seems to have thrown

together some merry conceits which occurred to

him in the course of his reading, such as he thought
were worthyof ^50/2, and very confidently obtrudes

them upon us for his. But, when at last he brings
him to Delphos [where he was put to death by be-

ing thrown down from a precipice], that the Del-

phians might have some colour of Justice for what

they intended to do, he favours them with the

same stratagem which Josefih made use of to bring
back his Brother Benjamin ; they clandestinely

convey a Cup into his Baggage, overtake him upon
the Road, after a strict Search find him guilty ;

upon that Pretence carry him back to the City,
condemn and execute him.

As I would neither impose upon others, nor be

imposed upon, I cannot, as some have done, let

such stuff as this pass for the Life of the great
JEsofi. Planudes has little authority for any thing
he has delivered concerning him ; nay, as far as I

can find, his whole account, from the beginning to

the end, is mere invention, excepting some few cir-

cumstances ; such as the place of his birth, and of his

death; for in respect of the time in which he lived,

he has plundered egregiously, by mentioning some
incidents as contemporary with Mso/i^ which were
far enough from being so. Xanthus, his supposed
master, puts his wife into a passion by bringing
such a piece of deformity into her house, as our

Author is described to be. Upon this, the mas-
ter reproaches his slave for not uttering some-

thing witty, at a time that seemed to require it so

much: And thOA Ssofi comes out; slap cl:\sh3
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Tvith a satirical reflection upon women, taken from

Eurifiidts the famous Greek Tragedian. Now
JSurifiides happened not to be born till about four-

score years after Msofi's death. What credit

therefore can be given to any thing Planudes says
of him ?

As to the place of his birth, I will allow, with the

generality oi those who have written about him,
that it might have been some Town in Phrygia
"major. In Phcedrus he is styled Phryx J^sofiusy

and A. Gellius making mention of him, says, Mso-

fius^ ille^ € Phrygia Fabnlator. Ihat he was also by-

condition a slave, we may conclude from what
Fhadrus * relates of him. But whether at both

Samos and Athens^ he does not particularly men-
tion : Though I am inclined to think it was at the

latter only ; because he often speaks of him as

living at that place ; and never at any other. Which
looks as if Phcedrus believed that Athens was the

only place of his servitude, and indeed that he had
never lived any where else. Nor do I see how we
could help being of that opinion, if others of the

ancients, whose credit is equally good, did not carry
him into other places. Aristotle introduces him

[as I mentioned before] speaking in Public to the

Samians, upon the occasion of their Demagogue,
or Prime Minister, being impeached for plunder-

ing the Commonwealth : In which Oration he

makes him insert the f Fable of the Fox who was

pestered with flies; and who, upon a Hedgehog's
offering to drive them away, would not consent to

it, upon a suspicion that a new swarm would come
in their room, and drain him of the rest of the blood in

his body. Which Mso/i applies thus : Ye men q/'Sa^;

*Lib.2. Fab. 9. & Lib 3. Fab. 19.

iCSQY. 0/thc GolkQtion,



PREFACE. ix

mos, iet me entreat you to do as the Fox did ; for
this man having got mo7iey enough^ can have no

farther occasion to rod you ; but if you put him t6

deathy some needy person nvill fill his place^ whose

wants must be supplied out of your Property.
I cannot but think j^Escp was somewhat above

the degree of a slave, when he made such g^

figure as an eminent Speaker in the Sa?nian state.

Perhaps he might have been in that low condition

in the former part of his life : and therefore Fhce-

drus) who had been ofthe same rank himself, might
love to enlarge upon this circumstance, since he

does not choose to represent him in any higher

sphere. Unless we allow him to be *
speaking in

as public a capacity to the j^the?iians, upon the oc-

casion of Ftsistratus* seizing their liberties, as

we have before supposed he did to the Samians.

But, however, granting that he was once a slave,

we have great authority that he was afterwards, not

only free, but in high veneration and esteem with
all that knew him ; especially all that were eminent
for wisdom and virtue. Flutarch^ in his Banquet
ofthe Seven Wise Men^ among several other illus-

trious persons celebrated for their wit and know-

ledge, introduces JEsop, And, though in one
Place he seems to be ridiculed by one of the com-

pany for being a clumsy mongrel Shape, yet in ge-
neral he is represented as very courtly and polite
in his Behaviour. He rallies Solon^ and the rest,

for taking too much Liberty in prescribing Rules
for the Conduct of Sovereign Princes ; putting
them in mind, that those who aspire to be the

Friends and Counsellors of such, lose that Charac-

ter, and carry Matters too far when they proceed
to censure and find fault with them. Upon the

* Fhwd. Lib. 1. Tab. 2.
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Credit of Plutarch likewise, we fix the Life of

Msofi in the Time of Croesus^ King of Lydia ;

•with whom he was in such Esteem, as to be de-

puted by him to consult the Oracle at Delphosy and

be sent as his Envoy to Periander King of Corinth;

which was about three liundred and twenty Years

after the Time in which Horner lived, and five hun-

dred and fifty before Christ.

Now, though this imaginary Banquet of Plu-

tarch does not carry with it the Weight of a se-

. rious History, yet we may take it for granted, that

he introduced nothing in his fictitious Scene, which

might contradict either the written or traditionary

Life of M^sofi ; but rather choose to make every

thing agree with it. Be that as it will, this is the

Sum of the Account which we have to give of him.

Nor indeed is it material for us to know the little

trifling Circumstances of his Life ;
as whether he

lived at Samos or Athens^ whether he was a Slave

or a Freeman, whether Handsome or Ugly. He
has left us a Legacy in his Writings, that will pre-

serve his Memory dear and perpetual among us :

What we have to do, therefore, is to shew our-

selves worthy of so valuable a Present, and to act,

in all Respects, as near as we can, to the Will and

Intention of the Donor They who are governed

by reason, need no other Motive than the mere

Goodness of a Thing to incite them to the Practice

of it. But Men, for the most part, are so superfi-

ciyl in their inquiries, that they take all upon Trust;

and have no Taste for any Thing but what is sup-

ported by the vogue of others, and which it is in-

consistent with the Fashion of the world not to ad-

mire.

As an inducement therefore to such as these to

like the Person and Conversation oi Mso/i, I must
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assure them that he was held in high Esteem by
most of the great Wits of old. There is scarce an

Author among the ancient Greeks who mixed any

thing of Morality in his writings, but either quotes
or meniions him. Socrates is described by

*
Plato^

as turning some of his Fables into Verse
;
and

that in some of those serious Hours which he spent
in Prison, a little before his Death. Aristo^ihanes

not only takes Hints from him, but mentions him
much to his Honour, as one whose Works were,

or ought to be, read before any otlier. He brings
in one Man upbraiding another with Ignorance and

lUiterateness in these Words, You have not so

7nuc/i as Read ;^sop ; ii being, as Suldas observes,

a Proverbial Expression. Aristotle (as you have

seen) speaks of him to his Advantage. Laertius

tells us, Demetrius Plialarcus wrote a Book, being
a Collection of Fables ; so many of which were

Aiso/i's^ or done in his Manner, that he thought fit to

call the whole by his Name. Ennius and Horace

have embellished their Poetry with him. Plioe-

drus give him abundant Applause. And A. Gel"

liiis delivers his opinion of him in a manner too

particular to be omitted. jEsop the Prygian, (says

lie) thefamous Fabulist, has Justly acquired a Re-

piuationfor his Wisdom ; for ^ as to those Things
ivhich are bemjicial and adviseable for us to do, he

does not dictate and firescribc them in that hClughtij

dogmatical Way, so much used by some other Phi-

losofihers ; but dresses iifi a Parcel of agreeable en--

tertaining stories, and by them conveys to the Mind
ihe most ivholesonie and seasonable Doctrine, i:i the

most ace efitable and pleasant manner. As that f

Fable of his, for Example, of the Lark and her

young Ones, rjarns usy in the prettiest Way imagi-
* In Phcedonc. f Fab. XXXVIH.
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nable^ never to lay any Stress ufion the Assistance

of others, in regard to any Affair which we our-
selves are able to manage without them. Then he
proceeds to ^ive us a fine Version of the Fable it-

self ; and, having finished it ; This Fable o/jEsop,
says he, is a Lecture to us, concerning the little Re-
liance we ought to have ufion Friends and Relations,
And what now do the grave Books of the Philoso-

phers teach us more, than that we should depend
upon ourselves only ; and not look upon those

Things which are beyond our own Reach, as ani^
Concerns op' ours.

Thus we see, whatever hisperson was, the Beau-
ties of his Mind were very charming and engaging;
that the most celebrated among the Ancients were
his Admirers ; that they speak of him with Rap-
tures, and pay as great a Respect to him as to any
ofthe other wise Men who lived in the same Age.
Nor can I perceive, from any Author of Antiquity,
that he was so deformed as the Monk has repre-
sented him. If he had, he must have been so mon-
strous and shocking to the Eye, as not only to be a

very improper Envoy for a great King, but scarce
fit to be admitted as a Slave in any private Family.
Indeed, from what Plutarch hints of him, I suspect
he had something particular in his Mien

; but ra-

ther Odd than Ugly, and more apt to excite Mirth
than Disgust, in those that conversed with him.

Perhaps something humorous displayed itself in

his Countenance as well as Writings ; and it might
be upon account of both, that he got the Name of

Gelootopotos, as Lucian calls him. However, we
will go a middle way ; and, without insisting upon
his Beauty, or giving in to his Deformity, allow
him to have made a merry comical Figure ; at

least as handsome as Socrates ; but at the same
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Time conclude, that this Particularity in the Frame
of this Body, was so far from being of any Bisad-^

vantage lo him, that it gave a mirthful Cast to

every Thing he said, and added a kind of poignan-

cy to his Conversation.

We have seen what Opinion the Ancients had
of our Author and his Writings. Now, as to the

Manner of conveying Instruction by Fables in ge-
neral, though many good Vouchers of Antiquity

sufficienily recommend it, yet to avoid tiring the

Reader's Patience, I shall wave all Quotations from

thence, and lay before him the Testimony of a Mo-
dern ; whose authority, in point of Judgment, and

consequently in the present Case, may be as rea-

dily acknowledged as that of any Ancient of them
all. * " Fables,*' says Mr. Addison^

" were the first

Pieces of Wit that made tlieir appearance in the

World ;
and have been still highly valued, not only

in Times of the greatest Simplicity, but amoni^ the

most Polite ages of Mankind ; Jotham^s Fable of

the Trees is the oldest that is extant, and as beau-

tiful as any which have been made since that Time.
J\'athan\'i Fable of the Poor man and his Lamb, is

likewise more ancient than any that is extant, be-

sides the above-mentioned; and had. so good an

Effect, as to convey Instruction to the Ear of a

King, without offending it, and to bring the Man
after God's own Heart to a light Sense of his Guilt,
and his Duty. We find Mso/i in the most distant

ages of Greece. And, if we look into the very Be-

ginning of the Commonwealth of Rome, we see a

Mutiny among the common People appeased by
the Fable of t ^'^^ Belly and the JJmbj ; which
was indeed very proper to gain the Attention of

an incensed Rabble, at a time when, perhaps, thejs
*
Spect. No. IS^.

-t Pab. ^^.^XVJI.
h
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would have torn to pieces any Man who had preach-
ed the same Doctrine to them in an open and
direct Manner. As Fables took their Birth in the
very Infancy of Learning, they never fiourished
more than when Learning was at its greatest
Height. To justify this Assertion, I shall' put my
Reader in mind of Horace^ the greatest Wit and
Critic in the jlugiistan A^q -,

and of ^027<rcK, the
most correct Poet among the Moderns ; not to
mention ia Fontaine, who, by this Way of Writing,
is come more into vogue than any other Author of
our Times "

After this, he proceeds to give some
Account of that kind of Fable, in which the Pas-
sions, and other imaginary Beings, are Actors ;
and concludes with a most beautiful one of ibat

Sort, of his own contriving. In another Place, he
gives us a Translation from Homer of that inimi-
table Fable comprised in the Interview betwixt
Jupiter and Juno, when the latter made use of the
Girdle of Venus to recall the Affection of her Hus-
band ; a piece never to be sufficiently recommend-
ed to the perusal of such of the fair Sex, as arc
anibitious of acquitting themselves handsomely m
point of conjugal Complacence. But I must not
omit the excellent preface by which the Fable is

introduced. * "
Reading is to the Mind'* says he,

" what Exercise is to the Body : As by the one.
Health is preserved, strengthened and invigorated;
by the other, Virtue (which is the health of the

mind) is kej* alive, cherished and confirmed. Bur,
as Exercise becomes tedious and painful, when we
make use of it only as the means of health, so read-

ing is too apt to grow uneasy and burdensome,
when we apply ourselves to it only for our Im-
provement in Virtue. For. this reason, the Virtue

! Tatl«> No. 147.
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"which we gather from a Fable, or an Allegory, is

like the Health we get by Hunting, as we are en-

gaged in an agreeable pursuit that draws us on
with pleasure, and makes us insensible of the fa-

tigues that accompany it.**

Having given my reader the opinion of this great
man, who has spoken so much and so well in fa-

vour of the subject I am concerned in, there is no

room for me to enlarge farther upon that head.

His argument demonstrates the usefuhiess and ad-

vantage of this kind of writing, beyond contradic-

tion : It therefore only remains that I make some

apology for troubling the public with a new edition,
of what it has had so often, and in so many differ-

ent forms already.

Nfithing of tliis nature has been done, since

JLestrange*s i'ime, worth mentioning ; and we had

nothing before, but what
["as

he *
observes] was so

insiliid andfiat in the Moral^ and so coarse and un-
couth in the Style and Diction, that they were ra-

ther dangerous than jirofitable as to the fiur/iose/br
which they nuere jirincifiaUy intended ; and likely
to do forty times more harm than good. I shall

therefore only observe to my reader, the insuffi-

ciency of Lestrange^s own performance, as to the

purpose for which he professes to have principally
intended it ; with some other Circumstances,
which will help to excuse, if not justify, what I

have enterprised upon the same subject.
Now the purpose for which he principally in-

tended his Book, as in his Preface he spends a

great many words to inform us, was for the use and
instruction of Children ; who beins;, as it were,
mere blank paper, are ready indifferently for any
opinion^ good or bad. taking a:l ufion credit ; ani.

* Pref. to Part L
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that it is in the/ioiver of the first Comer to write
Saint or Devil up.on them, tvhich he pleases. This
being truly and certainly the case, what poor De-
vils would Lestrange make of those Children, who
should De so unfortunate as to read his Book, and
imbibe his pernicious Principles ! Principles, coin-
ed and suited to promote the growth, and serve
the ends of Popery and arbitrary power. Thoughwe had never been told he was a Pensioner to a
l^opish Prince, and that he himself professed the
same Religion, yet his reflections upon K,op would
discover it to us : In every political Jouch, he
shews himself to be the Tool and Hireling of the
Popish Faction

; since, even a slave, without some
inercenary view, would not bring arguments to
justify slavery, nor endeavour to establish arbitrary

^Tu^'.^'P''"
^^'^ ^^'^' ^f '^"^^t Reason. What sort

ot Children therefore are the Blank Paper, uponwhich such Morality as this ought to be written I
Not the Children ^i America, I hope ; for they are
born with free blood in their veins ; and suck in
Eiberty with their very milk. This they should
be taught to love and cherish above all things, and,
upon occasion, to defend and vindicate it ;' as it is
the glory of their Country, the greatest blessingot their lives, and the peculiar happy privilege in
which they excel all the world besides. Let there-
fore the Children of Italy, France, Spain, and the
rest of the Popish Countries, furnish him with
blank paper, for principles, of wliich free-borii
Columbians are not capable. The earlier such no<
tions are instilled into such minds as theirs indeed,the better it will be for them, as it will keep them
irom thmkmg of any other than the abject servile
condition to which they are born. But let the
mmds ofour Charming youth be for ever educated
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and improved in that Spirit of Truth and Liberty,
for the support of which their Ancestors have

bravely exhausted so much blood and Treasure.

Hud any thing tending to debase and enslave the

minds of men been implied, either in the Fables

or morals of Mso/i^ upon which Lestrange was to

make just and fair reflections, he might have plead-
ed that for an excuse. But &yo/i, though it vvas

liis own incidental misfortime to be a slave, yet

passed the Time of his Servitude among the free

States of Greece^ where he saw the high esteem
in which Liberty was held and possibly learned to

value it accordingly. He has not one Fable, or so

much as a hint, to favour Lestrange*s insinuations ;

but, on the contrary, takes all occasions to recom-
mend a Love for Liberty, and an Abhorrence of

Tyranny, and all arbitrary proceedings. Yei Les-

trange (though in the Preface to his Second Part

he uses these Words, / have consulted he best

Authorities I could meet withal^ in the choice of the

Collection^without strainingany things all th s while,

beyond the strictest equity ofafair and an innocent

meaning) notoriously perverts both the sense and

meaning of several Fables : particularly when any
political instruction is couched in the Application.
For Example, in the famous Fable of the Dog and
the Wolf. After a long, tedious, amusing reflec-

tion, without one word to the purpose, he tells us

at last, That the freedom which ifisop is so tender

of here, is to be understood of the Freedom of the

mind. Nobody ever understood it so, 1 dare say,
that knew what the other freedom was. As for

what he mentions, it is not in the power of the

greatest tyrant that lives to deprive us of it. If

the IFb//* was only sensible how sweet the freedom
b2
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of mind was, and had no concern for the Liberty of
his person, he might have ventured to have gone
^vith

the Dog well enough : But then he would
Jiave saved Lestrange the spoilin- of one of the
best Fables in the whole Collection. However
this may serve as a pattern of that Gentleman's
candour and ingenuity in the mannerofdrawing his
reflections. Mso^i breathed Liberty in a political
sense, whenever he thought fit to hint any thin-
about that unhappy State. And Ph<sdrus, whosS
hard lot it once was to have been a domestic slave,had yet so great a veneration for the libertv I am
speaking of, that he made no scruple to write in
favour of it, even under the Usurpation ofaTvrant,and at a Time when the once glorious free Peopleof Rome hsd jiothing but the Form and shadow of
their ancient Constitution left. This he did par-
ticularly in the Fable of The Frogs desiring a king ;
as I have observed in the *

Application to it. Af-
ter which, I leave it to the Decision of any indif-
ferent Person, whether Lestrange, in the Tenor of
his reflections, has proceeded ivithout straining
7nost Things, in point oiVoYi\.ics,beyo7idthe strict-
est Equity of a fair and an itinocent meaning.

^
Whether I have mended the Faults I find with

him, in this or any other Respect, I must leave to
the judgment of the Reader : Professing (accord.mg to the Principle on which the following appli-
cations are built) that I am a lover of Libertv and
Truth ; an Enemy to Tyranny, either in Clmrch
or State

; and one who detests Party Animosities
and factious Divisions, as much as I wish the Peace
^nd Prosperity of my Country.

*
Fab. HI.
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FAB I. The Cock and the Jewel.

I v&-.-

A BRISK young Cock in Company with two or

three Pullets, his Mistresses, raking upon a Dung-
hill for something to entertain thera with, happen-
ed to sGF|ttch up a Jewel ; he knew what it v/as

well ei^iigh, for it sparkled with an exceeding-

bright Lu'stre ; but, not knowing what to do with

it, endeavoured to cover his Ignorance under a gay
Contempt. So, shrugging up his Wings, shaking
his Head, and putting on a Grimace, he expressed
himself to tins Purpose : Indeed, .you are a very
fine Thing ; but I know not any Business you have
here. I make no scruple of declaring that my
Taste lies quite another Wav ; and I had rather

A
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have one Grain of dear delicious Barley, than all

the Jewels under the Sun.

THE APPLICATION.

There are several People in the World that paSs, tvlth some,
for well accomplished Gentlemen, and very pretty Fellows,
though they are as great Strangers to the ti-ue Use of Virtue
and Knowledge as the Coek upon the Dunghill is to the real
Value of the Jewel. He palliates liis Ignorance hy pretending
that his Taste lies another Way : But, whatever gallant Airs
People may give themselves upon these Occasions, without
Dispute, the solid Advantages of Virtue, and the durable Plea-
sures of Learning, are as much to be preferred before other
Objects of tlie Senses, as the finest brilliant Diamond is above a
Barley-Corn. The greatest blockheads woald appear to under-
stand, what at the same time they affect to despise; andno body
yet was ever so Vicious as to have the Impudence to declare
in Public, that Virtue was not a fine Thing.
But still, among the idle, sauntering young Fellows of the

Age, Avho have Leisure, as well to cultivate and improve the
Faculties of the Mind, as to dress and embellish the Body ;
1\ow many are there who spend their Days in raking after new
Scenes of Debauchery, in Comparison of those few who know
Jiow to relish more reasonable Entertainment ! Honest and un-
designing good Sense is so unfashionable, that he must be a
hold Man, who at this time of Day attempts to bring it into
JEsteem.
How disappointed is the Youth, who in the midst of his amo-

rous Pursuits, endeavouring to plunder an Outside of Bloom
and Beauty, finds a Treasure of impenetrable Virtue concealed
within! And, why may it not be said, how delighted are the
Fair Sex, when, from among a Crowd of empty, frolic, con-
ceited Admirers, they find out, and distinguish Avith their good
Opinion, a Man of Sense, with a plain unaffected Person, whicli
at first sight, they did not like I
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FAB. II. The Wolf an^/ the Lamb.
[iiiiin»««««»"»""««mu(i

NE hot, sultry Day, a Wolf and a Lamb hap-
pened to come just at the same Time, to quench
their Thirst in the Stream of a clear silver Brook,
that ran tumbling down the side of a rocky Moun-
tain. The Wolf stood upon the higher Ground j

and the Lamb at some Distance from him down
the Current. However, the Wolf, having a mind
to pick a Quarrel with him, asked him, what he
meant by disturbing the Water, and making it so

muddy that he could not drink
; and, at the same

Time, demanded Satisfaction. The Lamb, fright-
ened at this threatening Charge, told him, in a
Tone as mild as possible. That, with humble Sub-

mission, he could not conceive how that could be ;

since the Water, which he drank, ran down from
the Wolf to him, and therefore could not be dis-

turbed so far up the Stream. Be that as it will,

replies the Wolf, you are a Rascal, and I have been
told that you treated me with ill Language, behind
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my Back, about half a Year ago. Upon my Word,
says the Lamb, the Time you mention was before
I was born. The Wolf, finding it to no purpose
to argue any longer against Truth, fell into a great
Passion, snarling and foaming at the Mouth as if
he had been mad ; and, drawing nearer to the
Lamb, Sarrah, says he, if it was not you, it was
your Father, and that is all one. So he seized the
poor, innocent, helpless Thing, tore it in Pieces,
and made a Meal of it.

THE APPUCATION.

^
The Thing wkicb is pointed at in tliis Fable is so obvious, thaf

Jt will be im])ertinent to multiply words about it. When a cnael
ill-natured Mao has a mind to abuse onennferior to himself, ei-
ther in Power or Courage, though he has not given the least
occasion for it, how does he resemble the Wolf! whose envi-
ous, rapacious Temper, could not bear to see Innocence live

quietly in its Neighbourhood. In short, wherever ill Peopleare in Power, Innocence and Integrity are sure to be persecu-
ted ; the more vicious the Community is, the better Couiite-
Mance they have for their own villanous Measures : To practise
Honesty in bad Times, is being liable to Suspicion enough ; but
af any one should dare to prescribe it, it is ten to one but he
•would be impeached of high Crimes and Misdemeanors : for
to stand up for Justice in a degenerate corrupt State, is tacitly
to upbraid the Government, and seldom fails of pulling down
vengeance upon the head of him that offers to stir in its de-
fence. A\ here Cruelty and Malice are in Combination with
power, nothing is so easy as for them to find a Pretence to ty-ranmse over Innocence, and exercise all manner of Injustice,
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i

FAB. III. The Frogs desiring a King.

X HE Frog:s, living an easy free Life every where
among the Lakes and Ponds, assembled together,
one Day, in a very tumultuous manner, and peti-
tioned Jupiter to let them have a King ; who might
inspect their Morals, and make them live a little

honester. Jufiiter being, at that Time, in pretty

good Humour, was pleased to laugh heartily at

their ridiculous Request: and throwing a little

Log down into the Pool, cried. There is a King
for you. The sudden Splash which this made by
its Fall into the Water, at first terrified them so

exceedingly, that they were afraid to come near it.

But in a little Time, seeing it lay still v/ithout mov-

ing, they ventured, by Degrees, to approach it;

and at last, finding there was no danger,.they leap-
ed upon it ; and, in short, treated it as familiarly
as they pleased. But, not contented with so insi-

pid a King as this was, they sent their Deputies to

petition again for another Sort of one ; for This
A 2
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they neither did nor could like. Upon that, he
sent them a Siork

; who, without any Ceremony,
iell a devouring and eating them up, one after ano-
ther, as fast as he could. Then they applied them-
selves privately to Mercury, and got him to speak
to Jufiiter in their Behalf, That he would be so
good as to bless them again with another King, or
restore them to their former State ; No, says he,
since it was their own Choice, let the obstinate
Wretches suffer the Punishment due to their Folly.

THE APPUCATION.

It is pretty extraordinary to find a Fable of this Kind finished
with so bold and yet polite a Turn by Phcedrus ; one, who at-
tained his Freedom by the Favour of AugustuSy and wrote it
in the 1 irae of Tiberius

,- who were successively, tyrannical
Usurpers of the JRmnan Government. If we may take his
VVord tor It. ^sop spoke it upon this Occasion. When the
Commonweahh of A/hens flourished under good wholesome
Laws of Its own enacting, they relied so much upon the Securityof then- Liberty, that they negligently suffered it to run out in-
to Licentiousness. And Factions happening to be fomented

^ong them, by designing People much about the same time,

J^isisfrains
took that Opportunity to make himself Master of

their Citadel and Liberties both together. The Athe7ua7is,
finding tliemselves in a State of Slavery, though their Tyrant
happened to be a veiy merciful one, yet could not bear the
Thoughts of It ; so that ^sop, where there was no Remedy,
prescribes taem patience, by the Example of the foregoingFable ;

and^ adds, at last. Wherefore, my dear CountryTnen,becQiitenlea -with your present Condition, bad as it is, for fai-
iiVhan^eshfmld be -worse.

"
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FAB. IV. The vain Jack-daw.

Certain Jack-daw v/as-so proud and ambitious,
that not contented to live within his own Sphere,
but picking up tl\e Feathers which fell from the

Peacocks, he stuck them in among his own, and

very confidently introduced himself into an As-

sembly of those beautiful Birds. They soon found
him out, stripped him of his borrowed Plumes,
and falling upon him with their sharp Bills, pun-
ished him as his Presumption deserved. Upon
this, full of Grief and Affliction, he returned to

his old Companions, and would have flocked with

them again ; butthey, knowing his late Life and Con-

versation, industriously avoided him, and refused

to admit him into their Company : And one of

them, at the same Time, gave him this serious

Reproof. If, Friend, you could have been content-

ed with our Station, and had not disdained the Rank
in which Nature had placed you, you had not been
used so scurvily by those upon whom you intruded

yourself, nor suifered the notorious_Slig[ht_which_
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THE APPLICATION.

Wliat we may learn from this Fable is, in the MaiB, to live

contentedly in our own Condition, whatever itlje, without af-

fecting to look bigger than we are, liy a false or borrowed Light.
To be barely pleased with ajipcai'ing above what a man really
is, is bad enough ;

and what may justly render him contemptible
in the Eyes of his Equals ; IJut if, to enable him to do this with

something of a better (irace, he has clandestinely feathered his

Nest with his neighbour's Griods, when found out, he has no-

tiiing to expect but to be stripped of his Plunder, and used like

a felonious Rogue into the Bargain.

FAB. V. The Dog and the Shadow.

irn

ll!llIll!l1iminn.,M,.,<n»nnmnf!IIIIl!lIlll

j\ DOG, crossing a little Rivulet with a Piece of

Flesh in his Mouth, saw his own Shadow repre-
sented in the clear ?vIirror of the limpid Stream

;

2^\\<}i believing it to be another Dog, who v/as car-

rying another Piece of Flesh, he could not forbear

catching at it ; but was so far from getting any
Thing by his greedy design, that he dropt the

piece he had in his Mouth, which innmediately
sunk to the Bottom, and was irrecoverably los.t.
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THE APPLICATION.

He that catches at more than belongs to hira, justly desen'es
to lose what he has. Yet nothing is more common, and at the
same Time, more pernicious, than this selfish Principle. It

prevails, from the King to the Peasant ; and all Orders and

Degrees of Men are, more or less, infected with it. Great
Monarchs have been drawn in, by this greedy Humour, to grasp
at the dominions of their Neighbours ; not that they Avanted

any thing more to feed their Luxury, but to gratify their insa-

tiable Appetite for Vain Glorj'. If tlie Kings of Persia could
have been contewted with their own vast Territories, they had
not lost all Asia for the Sake of a little petty State of Greece,
And France, with all its Glory, is now, perhaps, in a w ors©

State, than ever she was in before.

He that thinks he sees another Estate, in a Pack of Cards,
or a Box and Dice, and ventures his own in the Pursuit of it,

should not repine, if he finds himself a Beggar in the End.

FAB. VI. The Lion and other Beasts.

i HE Lion and several other Beasts, entered into
an Alliance offensive and defensive, and were to
live very sociable together in the Forest. One
Day, having made a sort of an Excursion by way
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of Hunting they took a very fine, large, fat Deer,
which was divided into four Parts ; there happening
to be then present, his Majesty the Lion, and only
three others. After the Division was made, and
the Parts were set out, his Majesty advancing for-

ward some Steps, and pointing to one of the

Shares, was pleased to declare himself after the

following Manner : This I seize and take Posses-

sion of as my right which devolves to me as I am
descended by a true, lineal, hereditary succession

from the Royal Family of Lion ; That (pointing to

the second) I claim by, I think, no unreasonable

Demand ; considering that all the Engagements
you have with the Enemy turn chiefly upon my
Courage and Conduct ; and you very well know
that Wars are too expensive to be carried on with-

out proper Supplies. Then (nodding his Head
towards the third) that I shall take by virtue of my
Prerogative ; to which, I make no Question but
so dutiful and loyal a People will pay all the De-
ference and Regard that I can desire. Now, as

for the remaining Part, the Necessity of our pre-
sent Affairs is so very urgent, our Stock so low,
and our Credit so impaired and weakened, that I

must insist upon your granting that without any
Hesitation or Demur ; and hereof fail not at your
Peril.

THE APPLICATION.
No Alliance is safe which is made with those that are superior

to us ill Power. Though they lay themselves under the most
strict and solemn Ties at the opening of the Cong''r',s, yet the
first advantageous Opportunity will tempt them to bi^eak the

Treaty ; and they will never want sjjecious pretences to furnish

out their Declarations of War. It is not easy to determine,
"whether it is more stupid and ridiculous for a Community, to

trust itself first in the Hands of those that are more powerful
than thenjselves, or to wonder afterwards that their Confidence

aud Credulity are abused, and their Properties invaded.
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FAB. VII. The Wolf and the Crane.

A WOLF, after devouring his prey, happened to

have a Bone stick in his throat ; which gave him
so much Pain, that he went howling up and down,
and importuning every creature he met, tolend him
a kind Hand in order to his relief; nay, he promis-
ed a reasonable Reward to any one that should un-

dertake the Operation with Success. At last the

Crane, tempted with the Lucre of the Reward, and

having first procured him to confirm his Promise
with an Oath, undertook the business ; and ven-

tured his long neck into the rapacious Felon's

Throat. In short, he plucked out the Bone, and

expected the promised Gratuity. When the Wolf,

turning his Eyes disdainfully towards him, said, I

did not think you had been so unconscionable ; I

had your Head in my Mouth, and could have bit ii:

off whenever I pleased, but suffered you to take it

away without any Damage, and yet you are not

contented.



12 ^SOP'S FABLES.

THE APPLICATION^

There is a sort of People in the world, to whom a Maa may
be in the wrong for doing Services, upon a double Score ; first,

because they never deserved to have a good Office done them ;

and secondly, because, when once engaged it is so hard a mat-
ter to get well rid of their Acquaintance.

This Fable is not an Example of Ingratitude, as at first Sight
it seems to be, and as some of the Mythologists have understooel

it ; to make it a parallel in that Case, the Crane ought to have

been under some difficulties in his turn, and the Wolf have re-

fused to assist him when it was in his Power. The whole Stress

of it lies in this. That we ought to consider what kind of Peo-

ple they are to whom we are desired to do good Oflices, before

we do them ; for he that grants a Favour, or even confides in

a Person of no Honour, instead of finding his account in it,

comes off well if he is no Sufferer.

FAB. VIII. The Stat]^ looking into the Water.

A STAG that had been drinking at a Clear

Spring, saw himself in the Water ; and pleased
with the prospect, stood afterwards for some Time
contemplating^ and surveying his Shape and Fea-
tures, from Head to Foot. Ah ! says he, what a

glorious pair of branching Horns are these I how
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gracefully
do those Antlers hang over my Fore-

head, and give an agreeable turn to my whole

face If some other Parts of my Body were but

proportionable to them, I would turn my back to

no body ; but I have a set of such Legs as really

makes me ashamed to see them. People may talk

what they please of their Conveniencies, and what

great Need we stand in of them upon several Oc-

casions ; but for my Part, I find them so very-

slender and unsightly, that I had as lief have none

at all. While he was giving himself these Airs,

he was alarmed with the Noise of some Huntsmen
and a Pack of Hounds, that had been just laid up-
on the Scent, and were making towards him. A-

way he flies in some Consternation, and, bounding
nimbly over the Plain, threw Dogs and men at u

vast Distance behind him. After which, taking a

very thick Copse, he had the ill Fortune to be en-

tangled by his Horns in a Thicket ; where he was
held fast, till the Hounds came in, and pulled him
down. Finding now how it was iike to be with

him, in the Pangs of Death, he is said to have ut-

tered these Words : Unhappy Creature that I am !

I am too late convinced, that, what I prided my-
self in, has been the Cause of my Undoing ; and
what I so much disliked, was the only Thing that

eould have saved me.

THE APPLICATION.

Perhaps we cannot apply this better, than by supposing the
Fable to be a Parable ; which may be thus explained. The
Deer, \ie\ving itseU'in the Water, is a beautiful young Lady at

her Looking-Ghiss. She cannot help being sensible of the
Charms which lie blooming in every Feature of her Face. She
laoistens her Lips, languishes with her Eyes, adjusts every
liock of her Hair uith the nicest Exactness, gives an agreeable
Attitude to her whole Body : And then v.ith a soft Sigh, says
to herseVf, Ah! how happy might I be, ia a dailv Crowd of

B
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Admirers, if it were not for the Censoriousness of the Age 1

When I view thatFace, where Nature, to give herher Due, ha.5

been liberal enough of Chai'ms, how easy should I be, if it were
not for that slender Particular, my Honour. The odious idea

of that comes across all my happy Moments, and brings a ?.Ior-

tification with it that damps my most flattering, tender Hopes.
Oh ! that there were no such Thing in the "World ! In the

raidst of these Soliloquies, she is interrupted by the Voice of

her Lover, who enters her Chamber singing a Kigadoon Air ;

and, introducing his Discourse in a familiar, easy Manner, takes

occasion to launch out in praise of her Beauty, sees she is pleas-

ed with it, snatches her Hand, kisses it in a transport, and in

short, pursues his Point so close, that she is notable to disen-

gage herself from him. But, when the Consequence of all this

approaches, in an Agony of Grief and Shame, she fetches a

deep Sigh, and says. Ah ! how mistaken have 1 been ! the A'ir-

tue [ slighted might have saved me; But the Beauty I prized
to much has been my Undoing.

FAB. IX. The Fox and the Crow.

Sllllllllliiir.i....i.«.>usillU

A CROW hiiving taken a Piece of Cheese otit

of a Cottage Window, flew up into a high Tree
^vith it, in order to eat it. Which a Fox observ-

ing, came and sat underneath, and began to com-

pliment the Crow upon the Subject of her Beau-
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ty. I protest, says he, I never observed it before,
but your Feathers are of a more delicate White,
than any that ever I saw in my Life. Ah ! what
a fine Shape and graceful Turn of Body is there !

And I make no question but you have a tolerable

Voice. If it is but as fine as your Complexion, I

do not know a Bird that can pretend to stand in

Competition with you. The Crow, tickled with
this very civil Language, nestled and riggled
about, and hardly knew where she was ; but think-

ing the Fox a little dubious as to the Particular of

her Voice, and having a mind to set him right in

that Matter, begun to sing, and, in the same In-

stant, let the Cheese drop out of her Mouth This

"being what the Fox wanted, he chopped it up in a

moment ; and trotted away, laughing to himself at

the easy Credulity of the Crow.
THE APPLICATION.

Tliey that love Flattery (as, it is to be feared, too many do)
are in a fair Way to repent of their Foible at the long run. And
yet hov/ few are there among the whole Race of Mankind, who
jiiay be said to be full Proof against its Attacks ! The gross

Way by which it is managed by some silly Practitioners, is

enough to alarm the dullest Apj)rehension, and make it to value
itself upon the Quickness of its Ins'ght into the little Plots of
this Nature. Rut., let the Ambusuade be disposed with due

Judgment, and it will scarce fail of seizing the most guarded
heart. Tiow many are ticlUed to the last. Degree with the Plea-

s>ure of Flattery, even while they are applauded for their hon-
«'st Detestation of it ! There is no Way to Baffle the force of
this Engine, but by every one's examining impaitially for him-

f^eif, the true Estimate of his own Qualities : If he deals sin-

cerely in the Mtittcr, no body can tell so well as himself, what

Degree of i'iSlecm ought to attend any of his actions ; and
therefore he should be entirely easy, as to tlie Opinion !Men are
like to have of them in the ^vorld. If they attribute more to him
than his due, they are eitlier designing or mistaken ; if they
alow him less, they are envious, or, possibly, stiir mistaken ;

and, in either Case, are to be despised, or disregarded. For
lie tiiat flatters without designing to make advar.tage of it, is a

Fool : And whoever encourages that Flattery which he has
Sense enough to see tiirougli, is a vain Coxcomb,
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FAB. X. The two Bitches.

BITCH, who was just ready to whelp, intreat-

cd another Bitch to lend her her Kennel, only till her

Month was up, and assured her that then she should

have it again. The other very readily consented,

^nd with a great deal of Civility, resigned it to her

immediately. However, when the Time was

elapsed, she came and made her a visit, and very

modestly intimated, that now she was up and well,

she hoped she should see her abroad again ;
for

that, really, it would be inconvenient for her to be

without her Kennel any longer, and therefore she

told her she must be so free as to desire her to

provide herself with other Lodgings as soon as

she could. The lying-in Bitch replied. That tru-

ly she was ashamed for having kept her so long
out of her own House ; but it uas not upon her

own account, for indeed she was well enough to go

any where, so much as that of her Puppies, who
were yet so weak, that she was afraid they would

not be able to follow her ; and, if she would but be

so good as to let her stay a Fortnight longer, she



^SOP'S FABLES. If

should take it for the g*reatest Obligation in the

World. The other Bitch was so good-natured
and compassionate as to comply with this Request
too : But at the Expiration of the Term, came and
told her positively that she must turn out, for she
could not possibly let her be there a Day longer.
Must turn out—says the other

; we v/ill see that ;

for I promise you, unless you can beat me, and my
whole Litter of Whelps, you are never like to

have any Thintc more to do here.
THE APPLICATIO^^.

Possession is eleven Points of' tlie Law ; and though wlicre

Kquiiv flourishes, and Property is duly secured, tlie twelfth

Point, I mean that of Right, is better than the other eleven ;

yet this Fable may serve as a very good lesson of Caution to us,
never to let any Thing we Aalue go out of ourPossession, withoxit

very good Security. Wise and good-natured ]Vfen will give li-

berally and Judiciously what they can spare ; but to lend, Avhcre

there is a probability of our being defrauded by tlie Borrower,
is the part of a too easy and biameabie Credulity.

F ^B. Xl Th- ProiiH Frop-

:»{uutUlllJ

 N Ox, grazing in a Meadow, ci)unced to set his

Foot among a Parcel of young Frogs, and trod one

B
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of them to Death. The rest informed their Mo*
ther, when she came Home, what had happened,
telling her that the Beast which did it was the hu-

gest Creature that ever they saw in their lives.

What, was it so big ? says the old Frog, swelling
and blowing up her speckled Belly to a great De-
gree. Oh, bigger by a vast deal, say they. And
so big ? says she, straining herself yet more. In-

deed Mamma, say they, if you were lo burst your-
self, you would never be so big. She strove yet

again, and burst herself indeed.

THE APPLIGATIOX.

Whenever a Man endeavours to live equal with one of a greater
Fortune than himself, he is sure to share a like Fate Avith the

Frog in the Fable. How many vain People, of moderate easy
Circumstances, burst and come to notliing, by vieing with thoFC

whose Estates are more ample than their own ! Sir Changeling
Plumstock was possessed of a very considerable Estate devolved
to him by the Death of an old Uncle, wbo had adopted him his

Heir. He had a false Taste for Happiness ; and, without the
lest Oecononiy, trusting to the Sufficiency of his vast Revenue,
^vas resolved to be out-done by no body, in shewing Grandeur
and expensive Living. He gave five-thousand Pounds for a piece
of Ground in the Country, to set a House upon ; the Building
and Furniture of which cost fifty thousantl more ; and his Gar-
dens were proportionably magnificent. Besides which,he thoUi;ht

himselfunder a Necessity of buying out two or tliree Tenements
which stood in his Neighbourhood, that he might have Elbow-
room enough. All tliis he could very well bear ; and still might
have been happy, liad it not been for an unfortunate view which
he one Day liappened to take of my Lord Castlebnilder's Gar-

dens, which consist of twenty Acres, Avhereas his own were not

above twelve. From that time he gi ew pensive ; and before the

ensuing Winter gave five and thirty Year's ])urchase for a dozen
Acres more to enlarge his Gardens, built a couple of exorbitant

Green-Houses,andalarge Pavilion at the farther end of a Terras-

Walk. The bare repairs and Superintendencies of all which,
call for the remaining Part of his Income. He is mortgaged pret-

ty deep, and pays no body : But, being a piivileged Person, re-

sides altogethier at a private cheap Lodging in the City of West-
rdnster.
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FAB. XII. The Fox a7id the Stork.

HE Fox invited the Stork to dinner ; and, be-

ing disposed to divert himself at the Expence of
his Guest, provided nothing for the Entertainment,
but Soup, in a wide shallow Dish. This himself
could lap up with a great deal of Ease ; but the

Stork, who could but just dip in the Point of his

Bill, was not a bit the better all the while : How-
ever, in a few Days after, he returned tlie Compli-
lYient, and inviicd the Fox ; but suffered nothing
to be brought to Table but some minced Meat in a

Glass Jar
; the Neck of which was so deep, and so

narrow, that, though the Stork with his long Bill

made a shift to fill his Belly, all that the Fox, who
v/as very hunp:ry, could do, was to lick the Brims,
as the Stork slabbered them with his Eating. Rey-
nard v/as heartily vexed at first ; but when he came
to take his Leave, owned ingenuously, that he had
been used as he deserved ;

and that he had no Rea-
son to take any Treataient ill of which himself had
set the Example.
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THE APPLICATION.
It is miglity imprudent, as well as inhuman and uncivil, to af'

front any Body ; and whoever takes the Liberty to exercise his

witty Talent that Way, must not think much of it, if he meets
with Reprisals. Indeed, if all those, who are thus paid in tlieir

own Coin, Avould take it with the same Fiankness the Fox did,

the Matter would not be much ; but we are too apt, when
the Jest comes to be turned Home upon ourselves, to ilnnk tiiat

insufferable in another, which we looked upon as pretty and fa-

cetious, when the Humour was our own. The ]?ule of doing as

we would be done by, sopro]ier to be our iNIodel in every Ti*ans-

action of Life, may more particularly be of use in thisl^espect :

Because People seldom or never receive any Advantage by these

little ludicrous Impositions ; and yet, if they were to ask them-
selves the Question, would find, tbat another's using them in the

same Manner, would be very displeasing.

FAB. XIII. The Eagle and the Fox.

^N Eagle that had young Ones, looking out for

somethmg to feed them with, happened to spy a
Fox*s Cub, that lay basking itselfabroad in the Sun.
She made a Stoop, and trussed it immediately ; but
before she had carried it quite off, the old Fox com-

ing Home, implored her, with Tears in her Eyes,
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to spare her Cub, and pity the Distress of a poor
fond Mother, who should think no affliction so great
as that of losing- her Child. The Eagle, whose
Nest was up in a very high Tree, thought herself

secure enough from all Projects of Revenge, and
so bore away the Cub to her young Ones, without

shewing any Regard to the Supplications of the

Fox. But that subtle Creature, highly incensed

at this outrageous Barbarity, ran to an altar, where
some Country People had been sacrificing a Kid
in the open Fields, and catching up a Fire brand in

her Mouth, made towards the Free where the Ea-

gle's Nest was, with a Resolution of Revenge. She
had scarce ascended tne first branches, when the

Eagle, terrified with the approaching Ruin of her-

self and Family, begged of the Fox to desist, and,
with much Submission, returned her the Cub again
-safe and sound.

THE APPUCATION.
This Fable is a Warning to us, not to deal hardly or injurious*

ly by any body. The Consideration of our being in a high Con-
dition of Life, and those we hurt, far below us, will plead little or

no Excuse for us, in this Case. For there is scarce a Creatui'e

of so despicable a Rank, but is capable of avenging itself some

Way and at some Time or other. When great Men happen to

be wicked, how little Scruple do they make of oppressing their

jioor Neighbours ! They are perched upon a lofty Station, and
have built their Nest on high ; and, having out-grown all Feel-

ings of Humanity, are insensible of any Pangs of Remorse. The
Widow's Tears,' the Orphan's Cries, and the Curses of the Mi-

serable, like Javelins thrown by the Hand of a feeble old Man,
fall by the way, and never reach their Heart. But let such a One,
in the midst of his flagrant Injustice, remember, how easy a

Matter it is, notwithstanding his superior Distance, for the mean-
est Vassal to be revenged of him. The Bitterness of Affliction,

even where Cunning is wanting, may animate the poorest Spirit
"with Resolutions of Vengeance ; and when once that Fury is

tliioroughly awakened, we know not what she will require before

she is lulled to rest again. The most powerful Tyrants cannot

prevent a resolved Assassination ; There ace a thousand dlflfer-
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ent Ways for any private Man to do the Business, who is hear*

tily disposed to it, and willing to satisfy his Appetite for Revenge,
at the Expence of his Life. An old Woman may clap a Fire-

brand to the Palace of a Prince, and it is in the Power of a poor
"weak Fool to destroy the Children of the Mighty.

FAB. XIV. The Boar and the Ass.

1llniTminn;:r:r::n^t;»nm]

LITTLE Scoundrel of an Ass happening to

meet with a Boar, had a mind to be arch upon him ;

nnd so, Brother, says he, your humble Servant.'

The Boar, somewhat nettled at his Familiarity,
bristled up to him, and told him, he was surprised
to hear him utter so impudent an Untruth, and
ivas just going to shew his noble Resentment, by-

giving him a Rip in the Flank
;
bui wisely stifling

his Passion, he contented himself with only saying,

Go, you sorry Beast ! I could be amply and easily-

revenged of you, but I do not care to toul my
Tusks with the blood of so base a Creature.

THE APPUCATIOX.
Fools are sometimes so ambitious of being thought AMts, thaf

they run great Hazards in attfenii)ting to shew themselves such.



jesop's fables. 23

Tliisis not the first Ass, who, aftei' a handsome Rebuke from
one superior to himself, both in Courage arftl Merit, has conti-

nued his awkward Raillery even to the last Degi'ee of Offence.
But such a dull Creature is so far from raising himself the least

Esteem by his ludicrous Vein, that he has very good Luck if he
escapes with a whole skin. Buffoons, like Dwarfs, sliould be
matched with those of their own Level ; a Man, in Sense or

Stature, would be ashamed to encounter either of them. But,
notwithstanding all this ; and though the Koar in the Fable is a

very good Exaraj)le to Men of generous brave Spirits, not to

give themselves up to Passion, nor to be distempered with

Thoughts of Revenge upon the insolent Behaviour of every
Ass that offends them, because their hands would be dishonour-
ed by the Tincture of a base Man's Blood ; yet, among human
Creatui'es the Correction of an Ass that would be unseasonably
Witty, may be performed with Justness and Propriety enough ;

provided it be done in good Humour. The Blood of a Coward,
literally speaking, Avould stain the Character of a Man of Ho-
nour ; when we chastise such Wretches, it should be done, if

possible, in the utmost Calmness of Temper. It takes oft*

something from the Reputation of a gi'eat Soul, whan we see
it is in tlie Power of a Fool to ruffle and unsettle it.

FAB. XV. The Frogs and thefighting Bulls.

xi. FROG one Day peeping out of the Lake, and

looking about him, saw tv/o Bulls fighting at some
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Distance off in the Meadow : and calling to one 6£

his acquaintance, Look, says he,' what dreadful

Work there is yonder ! Dear Sirs, what will be-

come of us 1 Why, pr'ythee, says the other, do not

frighten yourself so about nothing ; how can their

Quarrels affect us ? They are of a different Kind
and Way of Living, and are at present only con-

tending which shall be Master of the Herd. That
is true, replies the first, their Quality and Station

in Life, is, to all Appearance, different enough from
ours : But, as one of them will certainly get the

better, he that is worsted, being beat out of the

Meadow, will take Refuge here in the Marshes,
and may possibly tread out the Guts of some of us :

So, you see we are more nearly concerned in this

Dispute of theirs, than at first you were aware of.

THE APPLICATION.

This poor timorous Frog had just Reason for its Fears and

Syispicions : It being hardly possible for great People to fall out,
without involving many below them in the same fate. Nay, what-
ever becomes ofthe former, the latter are sure to suffer ; those

anay be only playing the Fool, while these really smart for it.

It is of no small Importance to the honest, quiet Part of Man-
kind, who desire nothing so much as to see Peace and Viitue

flourish, to enter seriously and impartially mto the Consideratioa

of this Point : For, as significant as the Quarrels of the Great

>nay sometimes be, yet they are nothing without their espousing
and supporting them, one Way or other. What is it that oc-

casions Parties, but the ambitious or avaricious Spiiit of Men.
in eminent Stations, who want to ingross all PoAver in their own
Hands? Upon tliis they foment Divisions, and form Factions, and
excite Animosities between well-meaning, but undisceniing

People, who little think that the great aim of their Leaders is

no more than the Advancement of their own private Self-Inter-

est. The Good of the Public is always pretended upon such

Occasions, and may sometimes happen to be tacked to their

own ; but then it is purely accidental, and was never originally
Jutended. One knows not what Remedy to prescribe against
SO epidenucj^l and freciuent a ^lal&dy, but only, That every M&r
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"wlio has Sense enough to discern the pitiful private Views that

attend most of the Differences between the Great Ones, instead

of aiding or abetting either Party, would, with an honest Cou-

rage, heartily and openly oppose both.

FAB. XVI. The Kite and the Pigeons.

A KITE, who had kept sailing in the Air, for

many Days, near a Dove-House, and made a Stoop
at several Pigeons, but all to no Purpose, (for they
were too nimble for him ;) at last had recourse to

Stratagem ; and took his Opportunity one Day, to

make a Declaration to them, in which he set forth

liis own just and good Intentions, who had nothing
more at Heart, than the Defence and Protection of
the Pigeons in their ancient Rights and Liberties ;

and how concerned he was at their Fears and Jea-

lousies of a foreign Invasion, especially their un-

just and unreasonable Suspicions of himself, as if

he intended, by Force of Arms, to break in upon
their Constitution, and erect a tyrannical Govern-
ment over them. To prevent all which, and the»

C
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roughly to quiet their Minds, he thought proper to

propose to them such Terms of alliance and arti-

cles of Peace, as might forever cement a good

Understanding betwixt them; the principal of

^vhich was. That they should accept of him for

their King, and invest him with all kingly Privi-

lege and Prerogative over them. The poor sim-

ple Pigeons consented : The Kite took the Coro-

nation Oath after a very solemn manner, on his

Part, and the Doves, the Oaths of Allegiance and

Fidelity, on theirs. But much time had not passed
over their Heads, before the good Kite pretended
that it was Part of his Prerogative to devour a Pi-

geon whenever he Pleased. And this, he was not

contented to do himself only, but instructed the

Rest of the Royal Family in the same Kingly Arts

of Government. The Pigeons, reduced to this

miserable Condition, said one to the other, Ah ! we
deserve no better ! Why did we let him come in ?

THE APPLICATION.

What can this Fable be applied to, but the exceeding Blind-

ness and Stupidity of this Part of Mankind, "who wantonly and

Ibolishly trust their native Rights of Liberty without good Secu-

lily I Who often chuse for Guardians of their Lives and For-

tunes, Persons abandoned to the most unsociable vices : And
seldom have any better Excuse for such an Error in Politics,

than—that they were deceived in their Expectation ; or never

thoroughly knew the Manners of their King, till he had got

them entirely in his Power. Which however is notoriously-

false ; for many, with the Doves in the Fable, are so siJly, that

they would admit of a Kite, rather than be without a King.
The truth is, we ought not to incur the Possibility of being de-

ceived in so important a Matter as this ; an unlimited Power
should not be trusted in the Hands of any one, who is not en-

tlued with a Perfection more than human.
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FAB XVII. TheMdinandhis twoW^hts.

MAN, in Times when Polygamywas allowed,
had two V/ives : One of which, like himself, had
seen her best Days, and was just as it were enter-

ing upon the Declivity of life ; but this, being an

artful Woman, she entirely concealed by her

Dress; by which, and some other elegant Quali-
ties, she made a Shift sometimes to engage
her Husband's Heart. The other was a beautiful

young Creature of seventeen, whose Charms, as

yet in the Height of Bloom, and secure of their

own Power, had no Occasion to call in any Artifice

to their assistance. She made the good Man as

happy as he was capable of being, but was not, it

seems, completely so herself: The grey Hairs,
mixt among the black, upon her Husband's Head,
gave her some Uneasiness, by proclaiming the

great Disparity of their Years : wherefore, under
Colourofadjusting and combing his head, she would
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every now and then be twitching the silver Hairs
with her Nippers ; that, however Matters were,
he might still have as few visible Signs of an ad-

vanced age as possible. The Dame, whose Years
were nearer to an Equality with his own, esteem-
ed those grey Locks as the Honours of his Head,
and could have wished they had all been such ; she

thought it gave him a venerable Look ; at least,

that it made her appear something younger than
him : So that every Time the honest Man's Head
fell into her Hands, she took as much pains to ex-

tiippate the black Hairs, as the other had done to

demolish the grey They neither of them knew
of the other's Design ; but, each continuing her

Project with repeated Industry, the poor Man,
who thought their Desire to oblige put them upon
this extraordinary Officiousness in dressing his

Head, found himself, in a short Time, without any
Hair at all.

THE APPLICATION.

Phedrus, Whose Sense I have generally followed, in every
Fable of which he has made a Version, in his Application of this

is a Htlle serere upon the Ladies ; and tells us, that bj this

Example we may see, the Men are sure to be Losers by the
Women ; as well, when they are the Objeiits of their Love, as

while they lie under their Displeasure. All that I shall add to

•what he has said, is to observe, that many Women may unfor-

tunately, out of a pui*e Effect of Complaisance, do a thousand

disagreeable Things to their Husbands. They, whose Love is

tempered with a tolerable Share of good sense, v/ill be sure to

have no sepai'ate Views of their own, nor do any Thing more

immediately relating to their Husband, without consulting him
first. In a married State, one Party should inform themselves

certainly, and not be guessing and presuming what will please
the other; and if a Wife uses her Husband like a Friend only,
the least she can do, is first to communicate to him all the im-

portant Enterprises she undertakes ; and those especially w|ii.ch

sJie intends should be for Us Honour and Advaatage.
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FAB. XVI I. The Stag in the Ox-Stall.

A STAG, roused out of his thick Ccver in the

midst of the Forest, and driven hard » y the Hounds,
made towards a Farm-House, and seeing the Door

of an Ox-Stall open, entered therein, and hid him-

self under a Heap of Straw. One of the Oxen,

turnins^ his Head about, asked him what he meant

by venturing himself in such a Place as that was,

where he was sure to meet with his doom. Ah !

says the Stai^, if you will but be so good as to fa-

vour me with your Concealment, I hope I shall do

well enough ;
I intend to make off again the first

Opportunity. Well, he staid there till towards

Night ; in came the Ox-Man with a Bundle of

Fodder, and never saw him. In short, all the

Servants of the Farm came and went, and not a

Soul of them smelt any thing of the Matter. Nay,
the Bailiff himself came, according to Form, and

looked in, but walked away no wiser than the rest.

C2



iESOP'S FABLES.

Upon this, the Stag, readj to jump out of his Skin
for Joy, began to return Thunks to the good-na-
tured Oxen, protesting that they were the most

obliging People he had ever met with in his Life.

After he had done his Compliments, one of them
answered him gravely : Indeed we desire nothing
more, than to have it in our power to contribute to

your Escape; but, there is a certain Person you little

think of, who has an hundred Eyes : if he should

happen to come, I would not give this Straw for

your Life. In the Interim, home comes the mas-

ter himself, from a Neighbour's where he had been

invited to dinner ; and, because he had observed

the Cattle to look but scurvily of late, he went up
to the Rack, and asked why they did not give them
more Fodder ; then, casting his Eyes downward,

Hey-day I says he, why so sparing of your Litter I

pray scatter a little more here. And these Cob-

webs—Bui I have spoke so often, that unless I do

it myself
—Thus, as he went on, prying into every

thing, he chanced to look where the Stag's Horns

lay sticking out of the Straw ; upon which he

raised a Hue and-cry, called all his People about

him, killed the poor Stag and made prize of him.

THE APPLICATION.

The Moral of this Fable is. That no body looks after a [flan's

Aflairs so well as he himself. Servants being but Hirelings, sel-

tlora have the true Interest of the Master at heart, but let

tilings run on in a negligent constant Disorder : And this gene-

i-ally, not so much for want of Capacity as Honesty. Their

Heads are taken up with the Cultivation of their own private
interest ; for the Service and Promotion of which, that of their

Master is postponed, and often entirely neglected.
Few Families are reduced to poverty and distress merely by

their own extravagance and indulgence in luxury ; the inatten-

tion of servants swells every article of expence in domestic

leeoaomy, and the retinue of gi-eat men, iuslead, ojf exertipg
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ilieir industry to conduce as far as possible to tl\e increase of
their master's wealth, coramonly exercise no other office than
that of locusts and caterpillars to consume and devour it.

FAB. XIX. The Dog and the Wolf.

J\ LEAN, hungry, half-starved Wolf, happened
one Moonshiny Night, to meet with a jolly, plump,
^veil-fed Mastiff: and after the first Compliments
were passed, says the Wolf, You look extremely-
well : I profess, I think I never saw a more grace-
ful, comely Person : but, how comes it about, I

beseech you, that you should live so much better

than 1 1 I may say without Vanit)^ that I venture

fifty times more than you do ; and yet, I am al-

most ready to perish with Hunger, The Dog an-

swered, very bluntly, Why you may live as well,
if you will do the same for it that I do. Indeed 1

WHiatis that ? says he : Why, says the Dog, only
to guard the House at Nights, and keep it from
Thieves. With all my Heait, replies the Wolfs
T'^r at present X have but a sorry Time of it : and
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I think to change my hard lodgings in the Woods,
where I endure Rain, Frost, and Snow, for a warm
Roof over my Head, and a Bellyful of good Vic-

tuals, will be no bad Bargain. True, says the

Dog, therefore you have nothing more to do but

to follow me. Now, as they were jogging on to-

gether, the Wolf spied a Crease in the Dog*s
Neck, and having a strange Curiosity, could not

forbear asking him what it meant? Puh ! nothing,

says the Dog. Nay, but pray, says the Wolf Why, ,

says the Dog, it you must know, 1 am tied up in

the Day-time, because I am a little fierce, for fear

I should bite People, and am only let loose a-nights.
But this is done with design to make me sleep

a-days, more than any Thing else, and that I may
watch the better in the Night-time ; for as soon as

ever the Twilight appears, out I am turned, and

inay go where I please. Then, my Master brings
me plates of Bones from the Table with his own
Hands ; and v/hatever Scraps are left by any of the

Family, they fall to my share
; for you must know

I am a Favourite with every body. So you see

how you are to live—Com.e, come along ;
what is

the Matter with you ? No, replied the Wolf, I beg

your Pardon
; keep your Happiness all to yourself.

Liberty is the word with me ; and I would not be

a King upon the terms you mention.

THE APPLICATIOX.
The lo^vest Condition of Life, with Freedom attending it, is

better than the most exalted Station under a Restraint. ^Esop
and Phcedrits, who had both felt the bitter Eftects of Sla\eiy,
thoufih the latter of tiiem had the good Fortune to have one ot*

the miidest Princes that ever was, for his Master, cannot for-

bear taking all Oppoi-tunities to express their gi-eut abhorrence
of Servitude, and their Passion for Liberty, upon any Terms
whatsoever. Indeed, a State of Slavery, with whatever seem-

ing Graadeur (\&d Happiness it may be attended, is yet §o piv*
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carious a Thing, he must want Sense, Honour, Courage, and
all manner of Virtue, who can endure to prefer it in his Choice.
A Man who has so little Honour as to bear to be a Slave, when
it is in his Povrer to prevent or redress it, would make ne
sscrupie to cut the Throats of his Fellow -Creatures, or to do anr
Wickedness that the wanton unbridled will of his tyrannical
Master could suggest.

FAB. XX. The Lamb brought up, by a Goat.

A WOLF meeting a Lamb one Day, in Company-
with a Goat, Child, says he, you are mistaken;
this is none of your Mother, she is yonder, (point-

ing to a Flock of Sheep at a Distance.) It may-
be so, says the Lamb ; the Person that happened
to conceive me, and afterwards bore me a few
Months in her Belly because she could not help
it, and then dvopt me, she did not care where, and
left me to the wide World, is, I suppose, what you

il my Mother; but I look upon this good chari-
ble Goat as such, that took compassion on me in

my poor, helpless, destitute Condition, and gave
rne Suck

; sparing it out of the Mouths of her

i
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own Kids^ rather than I should want it. But sure,

says he, you have a greater regard for her that

gave you life than for any body else. She gave
me life ! I deny that. She that could not so much
as tell whether 1 should be black or white, had a

great Hand in giving me life, to be sure ! But,

supposing it were so, lam mightily obliged to her

truly for contriving to let me be of the male Kind,
so that I go every Day in danger of the Butcher.

What reason then have I to have a greater Regard
for one to whom I am so little indebted for any
Part of my Being, than for those from whom I

have received all the Benevolence and Kindness

which have hitherto supported me in Life ?

THE APPLICATION.

It is they whose Goodness makes them our Parents, that pro*

perly claim a filial respect from us, and not those who are such

only out of Necessity. • The Duties between Parents and their

Children are relative and reciprocal. By all Laws, natural as

well as civil, it is ex{)ected that the Parents should cherish and

provide for the Child till it is able to shift for itself; and that

the Child with a mutual Tenderness, should depend upon the

Parent for its Sustenance, and yield it a reasonable obedience.

Yet, through the Depravity of human Nature, we very often

see these Laws violated, and the Relations before mentioned

treating one another with as much Virulence as Enemies of dif-

ferent Countries are capable of. Thi'ough the natural Impa-
tience and Protervity of Youth, we observe the first occasion

for any Animosity most frequently arising from their side ; but,

however, there are not wanting Examples of undutiful Parents :

And, when a Father, by using a Son ill, and denying him such
an Education and such an allowance as his Circumstances can
"Well afford, gives him occasion to withdraw his Respect from
him : to urge his begetting of him as the sole Obligation to Du-

ty, is talking like a silly, unthinking Dotard. Mutual Benevo-
lence must be kept up between Relations, as well as Friends ;

for, without this Cement, whatever you please to call the Build-
;

ing, it is only a Castle in the Air, a Thing to be talked oi) witli*
'

out the least "Reality.
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FAB. XXI. The Peacock's Comfilaint.

[jjiiiiiii!iiii^»~'«'«'ij»iiBniiiiii|j|

\ HE Peacock presented a Memorial to Juno^ im-

porting
how hardly he thought he was used in not

having so good a voice as the Nighting^ale ; how
that pretty animal was agreeable to every Ear that

heard it, while he was laughed at for his ugly
screaming Noise, if he did but open his Mouth.
The Goddess, concerned at the Uneasiness of her

!' favourite Bird, answered him very kindly, to this

Purpose. If the Nightingale is blest with a fine

Voice, you have the advantage in point of Beauty
and Largeness of Person. Ah ! says he, but what
avails my silent unmeaning Beauty, when I am so

far excelled in Voice I The Goddess dismist him,
bidding him consider, that the Properties of every
Creature were appointed by the Decree of Fate ;

lo him Beauty ; Strength to the Eagle ; to the

Nightingale a Voice of Melody ; the Faculty of

Speech to the Parrot ; and to the Dove Innocence.
That each of these was contented with its own pe-
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culiar Quality ; and unless he had a mmd to be
miserable, he must learn to be so too.

THE APPLICATION.

Since all tilings (as Jimo says) are fixed by the eternal and
unalterable Decree of Fate, how absurd is it to hear People
•pomplaining and tormenting themselves for that which it is im-

possible ever to obtain ! They who are ambitious of having more
good Qualities, since that is impracticable, should spare no
pains to cultivate and recommend those they have ; which a
sourness and Peevishness of Temper, instead of improving^
will certainly lessen and impair, whether they are of the Mind
or Body : If we had all the desirable pi'operties in the World,
%ve could be no more than easy and contented with them ; and,
if a Man by a light way of thinking, can reconcile himself to his
«wn condition, whatever it be, he Avill fall little short of the
3nost complete State that Mortals ever enjoy.

FAB. XXII. The Fox and the Grapes.
i\illliw""'*""'""""'"*«i

lllHr«Baiiai<9niniUIIII

A, FOX, very hungry, chanced to come into a

Vineyard, where there hung Bunches of charm-

ing ripe Grapes : but nailed up to a Trellis so

high, that he leapt till he quite tired himself, with-

evit being able to reach one of them. At last, Let
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• ho will take them ! says he ; they are but green
nd Sour ; so I will even let them alo .e.

THE APPUCATION. •

This Fable is a good Reprimand to a Parcel of vain Coxcombs
Ml the World, who, because they would never be thought to be
'isappointed in any of their Pursuits, pretend a Dislike to every
ji'hing which they cannot obtain. There is a strange Propen-
sity in Alankind to this Temper, and there are Numiiers of
grumbling Malcontents in every different Faculty and Sect in
Life. The discarded Statesman, considermg the Corruption of
the Times, would not have any Hand in the Administration of
Affairs for all the World.
The Country 'Squire damns a Court Life, ami would not go

cringing and creeping to a Drawing-Room for the best Place
the King has in his Disposal. A young Ft How being asked
how he liked a celebrated Beauty', by whom all the World
knew he was despised, answered. She has a stinking Breath.
How insufferable is the pride of this poor Creature Man ! who
would stoop to the basest vilest Actions, rather than be thought
not able to do any Thing. For what is more base and vile
than Lying ? And when do we Lie more notoriously, than
when we disparage and find fault with a thing for no other Rea-
son but because it is out of our power ?

FAB. XXIII. The Viper and the File.

i»nibUiHHuiuimimuiBiaiwuumnaasmUilWIIII1UIiniaiiliUI!Kli;t^A VIPER entering a Smith's Shop, looked up
and down for Something to Eat

; and seeing a
D
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File, fell to gnawing it as greedily as could be.

The File told him, very gruffly, that he had best
be qaiet and let him alone ; for that he would get
very little by nibbling at one, who, upon occasion,
could bite Iron and Steel.

THE APPLICATION.

By this Fable we are cautioned to consider what any Person

is, before wc make an Attack upon him after any Manner
"whatsoever : Particularly, how we let our Tongues slip in cen-

suring the actions of those who are, in the Opinion of the Worldj

not only of an unquestioned Reputation, so that no body will

"believe Avhat we insinuate against them ; but of such an Influ-

ence, upon account of their own Veracity, that the least Word
i'roni them would ruin our Credit to all Intents and Purposes.
If wit be the Case, and Ave have a satirical Vein, which at cer-
tain periods must have a flow, let us be cautious at whom we
level it ; for if the Person's Understanding be of better proof
than our oavii, all our ingenuous Sallies, like Liquor squirted

against the AV'ind, Avill recoil back upon our own Faces, and
make us the Ridicule of every Spectator. ''I'his Fable, besides,
is not an improper Emblem of Envy ; Avhich, rather than noi
Lite at all, will fitU foul where it can hurt nothiag but itself.

FAB. XXIV. The Fox a72d ihe Gosit.

iiiiaiHiui;;,^;;:;;;:^ lill il I
A FOX having tumbled, by Chance, into a

'Well, h?,d been casting about a long while to no



^SOP'S FABLES. S9

Purpose, how he should get out agani ; when, at

last, a Goat came to the Place, and wanting lo drink,
asked ReijJiard whether the Water was Good:
Good I says he

; ay, so sweet, that I am afraid I
have surfeited myself, 1 have drank so abundantly.
The Goat, upon this, without any more ado, leapt
in ; and the Fox, taking the advantage of his

Horns, by the Assistance of them, as nimbly leapt
out, leaving the poor Goat at the bottom of the

Well, to shift for himself.

THE APPLICATION.

The Doctrine taught us by this Fable is no more than tliis.
That we ought to considei' who it is that advises us, before we
jfbllow the Advice- For, however plausible the Counsel may
teem, if the Person who gives it is a crafty Knave, we may be
assured that he intends to serve himself in it, more llian us,
if not to erect something to his own Advantage out of our- Ruin.
The little, poor. Country Attorney, ready to starve, and

sunk to the lowest Depth of Poverty, for want of Etr
i)loy-

ment, by such Arts as these, draws the 'Squire his Neii'hb'ur
into the Gulph of the Law , until, laying hold on the Branches
of his Revenue, he lifts himselfout of Obscurity, and leaves tht
Other immured in the bottom of a Mortgagee.
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FAB. XXV. The Countryman and the Snake.

^'''''"T(iiili'ii»g"Tl'"'P'n"'''''^ll

A VILLAGER, in a frosty, snowy Winter found

a Snake under a Hedge, almost dead with cold.

He could not help having a Compassion for the

poor Creature, so brought it Home, and laid it upon
the Hearth near the Fire, but it had not lain there

long, before (being revived with the Heat) it be-

gan to erect itself, and fly at his Wife and Children,

filling the whole Cotias?e with dreadful Hissings,

Thecountrymanhearing an Outcry, and perceiving

what the matter was, catched up a Mattock, and

soon dispatched him ; upbraiding him at the same

time in these W^ords : Is this, vile Wretch, the

Rinurn you make to him that saved your Life ?

Die as you deserve ; but a single Death is too good
for you.

THE APPLICATION.

It is the Nature of Ingrates to return Evil for Good ; and the

Moralists in all Ages, have incessantly declaimed against the

Enormity of this Crime ; concluding that they who are capable
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of hurting their Benefactors, are not fit to live in a Community ;

being such, as the natural Ties of Parent, Friend, or Country
are too weak to restrain within the Bounds of Society. Indeed
theSinof Ingratitude issodetestable, that, as none but tlie most
inhuman Temper can be guilty of it, so in writing to Men, there
is no Occasion to use many VVords, either in exposing the Vice
itself, or dissuading People from the Commission of it. Thei-e-
fore it is not likely that a Person of %^sop\ Sagacity would have
compiled this Fable, without having something else in View, be-
sides this trite and obvious Subject. He certainly intended to put
us in mind. That, as none but a poor silly Clown would go to
take up a Snake and cherish it, so, we shall be very negligent and
ill-advised, if, in doing good Offices, we do not take care to bestow
our Benevolence upon proper Objects. It was not at all unnatu-
ral in the Snake to hiss, and brandisli his Tongue, and fly at the
first that came near him

; as soon at the Person that saved his

Life as any other ; indeed more likely, because nobody else had
so much to do with him. Nor is it strange at any Time to see a
reprobate Fool throwing his poisonous Language about, and cora-

mitting his Extravagancies, against those, more especially, who
are so inadvertent as to concern themselves withhim. Tte Snake
«nd the Reprobate will not appear extraordinaiy in their male-
volence : But the sensible Part of mankind cannot help thinking
those guilty of great Indiscretion tvho receive either ofthem into
their protection.

D
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FAB. XXVI. The Mountains in Labour

fklUEmsiiiguiii

The Mountains were said to be in Labour, and

uttered most dreadful Groans. People came to-

gether, far and near, to see what birth would be

prodticed ;
and after they had waited a considera-

ble Time in expectation, out crept a Mouse.

THE APPLICATION.

Great Cry antl little "Wool is the English Proverb ; tlie Sense
of Mliich bears an exact Proportion to this Fabie. By which are

evposed, all those who promise something exceeding great, but

come off with a Pi-oduction ridiculously little. Projectors of all

Kinds who endesvour by artificial Rumours to raise the Expec-
tations of Mankind, and then by their mean Performances de-

fe.^t and di<?appoint them, liave, time out of mind, been lashed

^vIth the Recital of this Fable. How agreeably surprising is it

to see an unpromising Favourite, Avhom the Caprice of Fortune
has placed at the Helm of State, serving the Commonwealth with

Jusdce and Integrity, instead of smothering and embezzling the

Public Treasure to his own private and wicked ends ! And on
the contrary, how melancholy, how dreadful ! or rather, how

exasperating and provoking a Sight is it, to behold one, v.hose

constant Declarations for iaberty and the Public Good, have rais-i
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cd People's Expectations of him to the highest Pitch, as soon as

he is got into Power exerting his whole Art and Cunning to ruin

and enslave his Country ! The sanguine hopes of all those that

wished we I to Virtue, and flattered themselves with a Reforma-
tion of every Thing that opposed the Well-being of the Cora-

inunity, vanish away in Smoke, and are lost in a dark, gloomy^
uncomfortable Prospect.

FAB. XXVTI TIw Ant and the F!v.

llllllEilSBiunaM....BaaUlUS&l

One Day there happened some Words between
the Ant and the Fly about Precedency, and the

Point was argued with great Warmth and Eager-
ness on both Sides. Says the Fly, It is well known
what my Pretensions are, and how justly they are

grounded : There is never a Sacrifice that is offer-

ed but I always taste of the Entrails, even before

the Gods themselves. I have one of the uppermost
Seats at Church, and frequent the Altar as often as

any Body ; I have a free admission at Court ; and
can never v/ant the King's Ear, for I sometimes sit

upon his shoulder. There is not a Maid of Honour,
or handsome young Creature comes in my Way^
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but if I like her, I settle betwixt her balmy Lips.
And then I eat and drink the Best of every Thing,
without having any Occasion to work for my Liv-

ing. What is there that such Country Pusses as

you enjoy, to be compared with a Life like this ?

The Ant, who by this Time had composed herself,

replied with a great deal of J'emper, and no less

Severity : indeed, to be a Guest at an Entertain-
ment of the Gods, is a very great Honour, if one is

invited ; but I should not care to be a disagreea-
ble intruder any where. You talk of the King and
the Court, and the fine Ladies there, with great
Familiarity ; but, as I have been getting in my Har-
vest in Summer, I have seen a certain Person, un-
der the Town-Walls, making a hearty Meal upon
Something that is not so proper to be mentioned.
As to your frequenting the Altars, you are in the

Right to take sanctuary where you are like to meet
with the least Disturbance. But I have known
People, before now, run to Altars, and call it De-
votion, when they have been shut out of all good
Company, and had no where else to go. You do
not work for your Living, you say ; true, therefore
when you liave played away the Summer, and Win-
ter comes, you have nothing to live upon : and,
while you are starving with Cold and Hunger, I
have a good warm House over my head, and plen-
ty of Provisions about me.

THE APPLICATION.

This Fable points out to us the difFerent Characters of those
that recommend themselves in a vain-glorious Way by false and
borroM'ed Lights ; and of those whose real Merit procures them
a good Esteem wherever they go. Poverty- and Folly having, at
the same Time, Possession of any one Man, cannot fail of mak-
ing him an Object of Pity, if not of Contempt ; but, when aa
empty, coa«eitea Pride jliappens to tie joii^e^ ^vitl^ their>, t^ej



.ESOP'S FABLES. 43

render tUe Creature in whom they meet at the same Time des-

nicable and ridiculous. One who often attends at Court, not be
ause he has a Place, but because he has not, should not value

himself upon his Condition. They Avho go to Church out of Va-
nity and Curiosity, and not for pure Devotion, should not value

themselves upon their Rerigion,for it is not worth a Straw. They
who eat at a Three-penny Ordinarj', and sometimes not so well,
sliould not boast either of their Dinner or Company. In short,
no Body is a better Gentleman than he whose honest Industry
supplies him with a Plenty of all Necessaries, who is so well ac-

quainted Avith Honour as never to say or do a mean and unjust

thing, and who despises an idle Scoundrel, but knows how to

esteem Men of his own Principles. Such a one is a Person of
the first Quality, though he has never a Title, and ought to take
Place of every Man who is not so good as himself.

FAB. XXVIII. The Old Hound.

An old Hound, who had been an excellent good
one in his Time, and given his Master great Sport
and Satisfaction in many a Chace, at last, by the

Effect of Years, became feeble and unserviceable.

However, being in the Field one Day, when the

Stag was almost run down, he Happened to be the

first that came in with him, and seized him by one
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of his Haunches ; but, his decayed and broken
Teeth not being able to keep their hold, the Deer

escaped, and threw him quite out. Upon which,
his Master being in a great Passion, and going to

strike him, the honest old Creature is said to have
barked out this Apology : Ah ! do not strike your
poor old Servant ; it is not my Heart and Inclina-

tion, but my Strength and Speed that fail me. If

what I now am displeases, pray do not forget what
I have been.

 

THE APPLICATION.

This Fable may serve to give iis a general View of the Ingra*
titude of the greatest Part of Mankind. Notwithstanding all

the Civility and Complaisance that is used among People where
there is a common Intercourse of Business, yet, let the maia

Spring, the Probability of their being ser\'iceable to each other,
cither in point of Pleasure or Profit, be but once broken, and
farewell Courtesy : So far from continuing any Regard in behalf
of past Favours, that it is very well if they forbear doing any
Tiling that is injurious. If the Master had only ceased to caress

and make much of the old Hound when he was past doing any
Service, it had not been very strange ; but to treat a poor
Creature ill, not for a Failure of Inclination, but merely a De-
fect of Nature, must, notwithstanding the crowd of Examples
there are to countenance it, be pronounced inhumane and un-
reasonable.

There are two Accounts upon which People that have been
useful are frequently neglected. One, when they are sodecayed
either through Age or some Accident, that they are no longer
able to do the Services they have formerly done : the cjther,
when the Occasion or Emergency, which required such Talents,
iio longer exists. Phcedrus, who more thari once complains of
tlie bad Consequences of Age, makes no other Application to

this Fable, than bv telling his Friend Philetns, with some Re-

gret, that he wrote it with such a View ; having, it seems, been

i-epRid with Neglect or worse Usage, for Services done in his

Youth to those who were then able to afford him a better Re-
compence.
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FAB. XXIX. The Sick Kite.

47

(ia<.'..ea«3lSll

A KITE had been sick a long Time ;
and finding

there was no hopes of Recovery, begged of his

IMoiher to go to all the Churches and Religious
Houses in the Country, to try what Prayers and
Promises would effect in his behalf. The old Kite

replied, Indeed, dear Son, I would willingly under-
take any thing to save your life, but I have great
reason to despair of doing you any service in the

Way you propose : For, with what face can I ask

£iny thing of the Gods in favour of one, whose
^vhole life has been a continued Scene of Rapine
and injustice, and who has not scrupled, upon oc-

-casiou, to rob the verv Altars themselves ?

THE APPUCATIOJ^.

Tlie Rehearsal of this Fable almost unavoidably draws our
Attention to that very serious and important Point, the consi-

deration of a Death-bed Repentance. And, to expose the Ab-
surdity of relying upon such a weak Foundation, we need only
ask the same question with the Kite in the Fable : How can lie

that has offended the Gods all his Life Ucae by dein^ Acts of
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Dishonour and injustice, expect that they should he pleased M'ltli

him at last, for no other reason but because he fears he shall

not be able to offend them any longer ? when, in truth, such a

Repentance can signify nothing but a confii'mation of his for-

mer Impudence and Folly : For sure no Stupidity can exceed

that of the Man who expects a future Judgment, and yet caa

bear to commit any piece of Injustice, witb a Sense and Delibe-

ration of the Fact.

FAB. XXX. The Hares and the Frogs.

PON a great Storm ot Wind that blew among
the Trees and Bushes, and made a Rustling v/ith

the Leaves, the Hares (in a certain Park where
there happened to be plenty of them) were so

terribly frighted that they ran like mad all ovev
the place, resolving to seek out some Retreat of

more Security, or to end their unhappy Days by
doing Violence to themselves. With this Reso-

lution, they found an outlet where a Pale had
been broken down ; and, bolting forth upon an ad-

j

joining Common, had not run far before their

Course was stopt by that of a gentle Brook ^y^.ich
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glided across the Way they intended to take. This
was so grievous a Disappointment, that they were
not able to bear it, and they determined rather to

throw themselves headlong into the Water, let

what would con-se of it, than lead a life so full of

Dangers and Cros'^es. But upon their coming to

the Brink of the River, a parcel of Frogs which
were sitting there, frighted at their approach, leapt
into the Stream in great Confusion, and dived to

'he very bottom for fear. Which a cunning old

Puss observing, called to the Rest and said. Hold,
have a care what yc do

;
here are other Creatures,

I perceive, which have their Fears as well as Vv'e :

Do not then let us fancy ourselves the most mise-

rable of any upon earth ;
but rather by their Exam-

ple, learn to bear patiently those Inconvcniencics

which our Nature has thrown upon us.
THE APPLICATION.

This Fable is designed to shew us how unreasonahle mnn}'
People are, for living in sucft continual Fears and Disquieis
about the miserableness of their Condition, There is hardly

any State of Life great enough to satisfy the Wishes of an am-
tiiions T'.ian ; and scarce any so mean, but may supply all the
necessities of iiim that is moderate. But if People will be so

nnvvise as to work tliemselves up to imaginary Misfortunes, win'

do they gi'vnnbie at Nature and their Stars, when their owu
perverse blinds are only to blame ? If we are to conclude otir-

seJves unhappy by as many Degrees as tliere are others greater
than we, why then the greatest part of Mankind must be mi-

serable, in some degree at least. But, if tliey who repine av.

their owu afiiicted Condition, would but reckon up how many
more there are with who)A they v/oukl not change Cases, ihau
•whose pleasuj'es they envy, they would certainly rise up better

satisfied from such a Calculation. But what shall we say to

those who have a. way of creatir ': themselves Panics, from the

rustling of the Wind, the scratcvang of a Rat or Mouse behind
the Hangings, the lluttering of a Moth, or the Motion of their

own Shadov/ by Moonlight ? Their own Life is as full ofAlarms
as that of a Hare, and they never think themselves so happy as

•when like the timorous Folks in the Fable, they meet with a

set of Creatures as {earful as themselves.

E
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FAB. XXXI. The Lion and the Mouse.

llill!i9nii.o^^^^Sii(llill!i11IIHH8!R!fff!!!l

A LION, Fainl with Heat, and weary with Hunt-

ing, was laid down to take his repose under the

spreading Boughs of a thick shady Oak. It hap-

pened that, while he slept, a company of scrambling
Mice ran over his Back, and waked him. Upon
which, starting up, he clapped his Paw upon one

of them, and was just going to put it to death,
when the little Suppliant implored his Mercy in a

very moving Manner, begging him not to stain his

noble Character with the Blood of so despicable
and small a Beast. The Lion, considering the

Matter, thought proper to do as he was desired,
and immediately released his little trembling Pri-

soner. Not long after, traversing the Forest in

pursuit of his Prey, he chanced to run into the

Toils of the hunters, from vrhence net able to dis-

engage himself, he setup a most hideous and loud

Roar The Mouse hearing the Voice, and know-

ing it to be the Lion's, immediately repaired to the
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Place, and bid him fear nothing, for that he was his

Friend. Then straight he fell to work, and with
his little sharp Teeth, gnawing asunder the Knots
and Fastnings of the Toils, set the royal Brute at

liberty.

THE APPLICATION.

This Fable gives us to understand that there is no Person in
the World so little, but even the greatest may. at some lime
or other, stand in need of his Assistance ; and consequently
that it is good to use Clemency, where there is any room for it,
towards those who fall in our Power. A Generosity of this

kind is a handsome Virtue, and looks veiy graceful whenever it

is exerted, if there were nothing else in it : But, as the lowest

People in Life may, upon occasion, have it in their power either
to serve or hurt us, thait makes it our duty, in point of common
Interest, to behave ourselves with Good nature and Lenity to-
wards all with whom we have to do. Then the Gratitude of the
Mouse, and his Readiness, not only to repay, but even to exceed
the Obligation due to his Benefactor, notwithstanding his little

Body, gives us the Specimen of a great Soul, which is never so
ranch delighted as witli an Opportunity of shewing how sensi-
ble it is of Favours received.
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FAB. XXXII. The F^tal Marria.ee.

The Lion aforesaid, touched with the grateful
Procedure of the Mouse, and, resolved not to be

outdone in Generosity by any v.ild Beast whatever,
desired his little Deliverer to name his own Terms,
for that he might depend upon his complying with

any Proposal he should make. The Mouse, fired

v;ith ambition at this gracious Offer, did not so

much consider what was proper for him to have,

as what was in the Power of his Prince to grant :

rind so, presumptuously demanded his princely

Dauc^hter, the younsj; Lioness, in Marriage. The
Lion consented. But, v;hen he would have given
the royal Virgin into his Possession, she, like a

giddy Thing as she was, not m.inding how she

walked, by chance set her Pav; upon her Spouse,
who was coming to meet her, and crushed her lit-

tle Dear to pieces.
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THE APPLICATION.

Tliis Fable seems intended to shew us how miserable some
People make themselves by a wrong Choice, when they have all

the good Things in the World spread before them to choose
out of. In short, if that one Particular of Judgment be want-

ing, it is not in the Power of the greatest Monarch upon Earth,
nor of the repeated smiles of Fortune, to make us happy. It

is the Want or Possession of a good Judgment, which often
times makes the Prince a poor Wretch, and the poor Philoso-

pher completely easy. Now, the first and top degree of Judg-
ment is to know one's self; to be able to make a tolerable Es-
timate of one's own Capacity, so as not to speak or undertake

any thing which may either injui'e or make us ridiculous : And
jet (as wonderful as it is) there have been Men of allowed

goo<l Sense in particular, and possessed of all desirable Qualifi-
cations in General, to make Life delightful and agreeable, who
have unhappily contrived to match themselves with Women of
a Genius and Temper necessarily tending to blast their Peace.
This proceeds from some unaccountable Blindness : But, when
"wealthy Plebeians of mean Extractions, and unrefined Educa-

tions, as an Equivalent for tlieir Money, demand Bribes out of
the Nurseries of our Peerage, their being despised, or at least

overlooked, is so unavoidable, unless in extraordinary Cases,
that nothing but a false Taste of GI017 could make them enter

upon a Scheme so inconsistent and unpromising.

E2
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FAB. XXXIII. The Wood and the Clown.

A- Country Fellow came one Day into tiie Wood,
and looked about him with some Concern ; upon
which the Trees, with a Curiosity natural to some
other Creatures, asked him what he wanted. He
replied, that he wanted cnly a piece of Wood to

make a Handle to his Hatchet. Since that was
all, it was voted unanimously that he should have

a piece of good, sound, tough Ash. But he had no
sooner received and fitted it for his Purpose, than

he began to lay about him unmercifully, ai^d to

hack and hew without distinction, felling the no-

blest Trees in all the Forest. Then the Oak is

said to have spoke thus to the Beach, in a low

Whisper, Brother, we must take it for our pains.

THE APPLICATIOK

Xo People are more justly liable to suffer, than tljey who fn;-

nish their Enemies with any kind of Assistance. Jt is gene-
rous to forgive, it is enjoined us by our Religion to love our
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J-jiiemics ; but he that trusts, rnvtch more contributes to tlie

strenglhening and arming of an Enemy, may almost depend
upon repenting him of his inadvertent Benevolence : Anu has

moreover this to add to liis Distress, That, wlien he might have

prevented it, he brought his Misfortune upon himself by his

own Creduhty.
Any Person in a Community, by what Name or Title soever

tlistingnished, v.ho aftects a Power which may possibly hurt the

People, is an Enemy to that People, and therefore they ought
jiot to trust him : For though he wei'e ever so fully determined
not to abuse such a Power, yet he is so far a bad Man, as he
tlisturbs the People's Quiet; and makes them jealous and unea-

«y> hy desiring to liave it, or even retaining it, when it may
prove mischievous. If we consult History, we shall find that

The Thing called Prerogative, has been claimed and contended
for chiefly by those who never intended to make a good use of
it ; and as readily resigned and thrown up by just and wise

Princes, who had the true interest of their People at heart.

How like senseless Stocks do they act, who, by complimenting
some capricious Mortal, from Time to Time with Parcels of

Prerogative, at last put it out of their power to defend and
maintain themselves in their just and natural Liberty !

FAB. XXXIV. The Horse and the Stag.

mm-. 1 1 liii^P^miiii I

ililMinilUumuiiiufjms

The Stag, vvii:; ;.is oiiaip Horna; got the better

of the Horse, and drove him clear out of the Pas-
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ture where they used to feed together So the

latter craved the assistance of Man ; and, in order

to receive the Benefit of it, suffered him to put a

Bridle into his Mouth, and a Saddle upon his Back.

By this way of Proceeding, he entirely defeated

his Enemy ; but was mightily disappointed, when

upon returning thanks, and desiring to be dismiss-

ed, he received this Answer ; No, I never knew
before how useful a Drudge you were

; now I

have found what you are good for, you may de-

pend upon it I will keep you to it.

THE APPLICATION.

As the foregoing Fable was intended to caution us against

consenting to aiiy tiling that niiglit pi-ejudice public Liberty ;

this may serve to keep us upon our guard in the Preservation

of that which is of a private Nature. This is the Use and Inter-

pretation given of it by Horace, the best and most polite Phi-

losopher that ever w rote. After reciting the Fable, b.e applies
it thus : This, sa3'S he, is the case of him, uho, dreading pf)-

verty, parts with that invaluable Jewel, Liberty ; like a Wretch
as he is, he will always be subject to a Tyrant of some sort or

other, and be a Slave forever ; because his avaricious Spirit
knew not how to be contented with that moderate Competency,
which he might have possessed iudepeudent of all the V/orld.
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FAB. XXXV.

The Country Mouse and the City Mouse.

sr

A-N honest, plain, sensible Country-Mouse, is said

to have entertained at his Hole, one Day, a fine

Mouse of the Town. Having formerly been Play-
fellows together, they were old Acquaintance, which
served as an apology for the Visit. However, as

Master of the House, he thought himself obliged
to do the Honours of it, in all Respects,and to make
as great a Stranger ofhis Guest as he possibly could.

In order to this, he set before him a Reserve of de-

licate Gray peas and Bacon, a Dish of fine Oat-meal,
some Paringsofnew Cheese ; and, to crown all with

a Desert, a Remnant of a charming mellov/ apple.
In good Manners, he forbore to eat any himself,
iest the Stranger should not have enough : but,
that he might seem to bear the other Company, sat

and nibbled a piece of a Wheaten-Straw, very busi-

ly. At last, says the Spark of the Town, Old Crony,
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give me leave to be a little free with you : How can

you bear to live in this nasiy, dirty,melancholy Hole

here, with nothing but Wooils, and Meadows, and.

Mountains and Rivulets about you ? Do not you
prefer the Conversation of the World to the Chirp-

ini^ of Birds, and the splendour of a Court to the

rude aspect of an uncultivated Desert ? Come take

my word for it yoii will find it a Change for the bet-

ter Never stand considering, but away this mo-
ment. Remember, we are not immortal, and there-

fore have no Time to lose. Make sure of To-day,
and spend it as agreeably as you can, you know not

what may happen To-Morrow. In short, these and

such like Arguments prevailed, and his Country-

Acquaintance was resolved to go to Town that

Night. So they both set out upon their journey

together, proposing to sneak in after the close of

the Evening. They did so : and about Mid-night,
made their Entry into a certain great house, where
there had been an extraordinary Entertainment the

Day before, and several Tit-bits, which some of

the Servants had purloined, were hid under the seat

of a Window ; The Country Guest was immedi-

ately placed in the midst of a rich Persian Carpet ;

and now it was the Courtier's Turn to entertain,

who indeed acquitted himself in that Capacity with

the utmost Readiness and Address, changing the

Courses as elegantly, and tasting every thing first

as judiciously as any Clerk of a Kitchen. The other

sat and enjoyed himself like a delighted Epicure,
tickled to the last degree with this new Turn of his

affairs ; vv^hen, on a sudden, a noise of somebody

opening the Door, made them start from their Seats,

and Scuttle in Confusion about the Dining-Room.
Our Country Friend, in particular, was ready to
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die with fear at tlie Barkin?^ of a huge Mastiff or

two which opened their Throais just about the

same time, and made the whole House echo. At
last recovering himself, Well, says he, if this be

your Town-Life, much good may do you with it:

Give me my poor quiet Hole again, witii my home-

Jy but comfortable Gray-Pease.

THE APPLICATIOX.

A moderate Foi'tunc, with a quiet Retirement In the Country,
is Y»referable to the gi-eatest Affiuence whicii is attended with
care and tlie Perplexity of Business, and insejjarable from the
Noise and Huri'y ofthe Town. The Practice of the generality of

People of the best Taste, it is to be owned, ;s directiy against us
in this Point ; but, Avhen it is considered that this Practice of
theirs proceeds rather from a compliance Avith the Fashion of the

Times, than their own private Thoughts, the Objection is of no
Force. Among the great numbers of Men who liave received a

learned Education, how few are there but either have their For-
tunes entire!}^ to make ; or, at least, tliink they deserve to have,
and onght not to lose the opportunity of getting somewhat more
than their Fathers have left them ! The Town is the Field of
Action for Volunteers of this kind : ansl whatever Fondness they
may have for the cnuiitry, yet they must stay till their Circum-
stances will admit of a retreat thither. P»ut sure there neverwasa
Man yet, who lived in a constant Return of Trouble and Fatigue

''in Town, as all Men of Business do in some de-ree or other,
but has formed to himself some end of getting some sufficient

Competency, which may enable him to purchase a quiet Pos-
session in the Country, Avhere he may indulge his Genius, and

give up his -M Age to that easy smooth Life, which, inthe Tem-
pest of Business, he had so often longed for. Can any thing ar-

gue more strongly for a Country Life, than to observe what a

long course of Labour Peo])le go through, and what difficulties

ihey encounter to come at it ? They look upon it, at a distance,
ike a kin<l of Heaven, a Place of Rest and Haj>piness ; and are

pus'ning forward thr;iugh the rugged thorny Cax-es of the World,
•o make their way towards it. If there are many, who thougli
jorn to plentiful Fortunes, yet live most part of tlieir Time in

he Noise, tlie Smoke, and Hurry of the Town ; we shall find,

ipon Inqniiy, that necessary indispensable Business is the renl or
iretended Plea whieli most of them have to ujake for it. The
Jourt and the Senate require the Attendance of some : Law-
Suits, and the proper l)/i-ection of Trade engage otliers ; titey
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who have a sprightly Wit, and an elegant Taste for Conversa-

tion, will resort to the Place which is frequented by People of the

same Turn, whatever Aversion they may otherwise have for it ;

and others, who have no such Presence, have yet this to say,
that they follow the Fasliion. They who appear to have been
Men of the best Sense amongst the Ancients, always recom-
mended the Country as the most proper Scene for Innocence,
Ease and virtuous Pleasure, and, accordingly, lost no Opportu-
nities of enjoying it ;

And Men of the greatest distinction among
the Moderns, have ever thought themselves most happy when

they could be decently spared, from the Employments which the

Excellency of their Talents necessarily threw them into, to em-
brace the'charming Leisure of a Country Life.

FAB. XXXVI. The Mouse and the Weasel.

A Little, starveling, thin-gutted Rogue ot a Mouse,
had with much Pushing and Application, made his

wav thvouGrh a small Hole into a Corn-Basket,
where he stuiTed and crammed so plentifully, that

\vhen he would have retired the Way he came, he
found himself too plump, with all his Endeavours,
to accomplish it. A Weasel, who stood at some

Distance, and hcid been diverting himself with be.-
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liolding the vain Efforts of the little fat Thing, call-

ed to him and said: Hark ye ! honest Friend, if

you have a mind to make your Escape, there is but
one way for it ; contrive to grow as poor and as

lean as you were when you entered, and then, per-

haps, you may get off.

THE APPLICATION.

They who, from a poor mean Condition, insinuate themselves
into a good Estate, are not always the most happy. There is,

many times, a Quiet and Content attending a low Life, to whicli
the rich Man is an utter Stranger. Riches and Cares are ahuost

inseparable ; and whoever wouid get rid of tlie one, must con-
tent himself to be divested of the other. He tliat has been ac-

quainted with the Sweets of a Life free from the Incumbrance of
Wealth, and longs to enjoy tliem again, must strip himself of
that Incumbrance, if ever he means to attain his Wishes,
Some, from creeping into the lowest Stations ofLife, have, in

process of time, filled the greatest places in it ; and grown so

bulky by pursuing their insatiate Appetite after Money, thatj
•when they would have retired, they found themselves too opu-
lent and full to get oft*. There has been no expedient for them
to creep out, till they were squeezed and reduced in some mea-
sure, to their primitive Littleness. They, that fill themselves wilii

that which is the Property of others, sLouId ahfays be so scrveti

tefore thqy are suffered lo esc^ape.

F
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FAB. XXXVII. The Belly and the Members.

In former Days, when the Belly and the other

Parts of the Body enjoyed the Fiiculty of Speech,
and had separate Views and Designs of their own ;

each part it seems in particular for himself, and in

the Name of the Whole, took exceptions at the

Conduct of the Belly, and were resolved to grant
him Supplies no longer. They said, they thought
3t very hard, that he should lead an idle good-for-
nothing Life, spending and squandering away, upon
his own ungodly Guts, all the Fruits of their La-
bour ; and that, in short, they were resolved for

the future, to strike off his Allowance, and let him
shifi for himself as well as he could. The Hands

protested they would not lift up a Finger to keep
iiim from starving ; and the Mouth wished he

might never speak again, if he took in the least bit

of Nourishment for hirn as long as he lived ; and,

say the Teeth, may we be lotted if ever we chew a

Morsel for him for t!ie future. This solemn League
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and Covenant was kept as long as any thing of that

kind can be kept, which was, until each of the Re-
bel Members pined away to Skin and Bone, and
could hold out no longer. Then they found there
was no doing without the Belly, and that, as idle

and insignificant as he seemed, he contributed as

much to the Maintenance and Welfare of all the
other Parts, as they did to his.

THE APPLICATION.

This Fable was spoken by Menemns Jlgrippa, a famous Ro-
man Consul and General, wlien he was deputed by the Senate
to appease a dangerous Tumult and Insurrection of the People.
The many Wars that Nation was engaged in, and the frequent
Supplies they were obliged to raise, had se soui-ed and inflamed
the Minds of the Populace, that they were resolved to endure it

no longer, and obstinately refused to pay the Taxes which were
le\1ed upon them. It is e«sy to discern how the great Man applied
this Fable. For, if the Branches and Members of a Community
refuse the Government that Aid which its Necessities require,
the Whole must perish together. The Rulers of a State as idle

Sind insignificant as they may sometimes seem, are yet as neces-

sary to be kept up and maintained in a proper and decent Gran-
deur, as the Family of each private Person is, in a Condition suit-

able to itself. Every Man's Enjoyment of that Little which he
gains by his daily Labour, depends upon the Government's be*

iog maiutained in a Condition to defend and secure him in it.
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FAB. XXXVIII. The Lark and her young Ones.

IllllinriinmTrmiinTniUll

A LARK, who had young Ones in a Field of
Corn which was almost ripe, was under some fear

lest the Reapers should come to reap it before her

young Brood were fledged, and able to remove
from the Place. Wherefore, upon flying abroad
to look for Food, she left this Charge with them^
that they should take notice what they heard talk-

ed of in her Absence, and tell her of it when she

came back again. When she was gone, they
heard the Owner of the Corn call to his Son ; Well,

says he, I think this Corn is ripe enough ; I w^ould

have you go, early to-morrow, and desire our
Friends and Neighbours to come and help us to

reap it. When the old Lark came home, the young
Ones fell a quivering and chirping round her, and
told her what had happened, begging her to re-

move them as fast as she could. The Mother bid

them be easy ; for, says she, if the Owner depends
upon Friends and Neighbours, I am pretty surQ
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the Corn will not be reaped to-morrow. Next

Day she went out again, upon the same Occasion,
and left the si.me Orders with them as before.

The Owner came, and stayed, expecting those he

had sent to : but the Sun grew hot, and nothing
was done, for not a Soul came to help him. Then

says he to his Son, I perceive these Friends of

ours are not to be depended upon, so that you must
even go to your Uncles and Cousins, and tell them
I desire they would be here betimes to-morrow

Morning to help us to reap. Well, this the young
Ones, in a great fright, reported also to their Mo-
ther. If that be all, says she, 9o not be frighten-

ed, Children, for Kindred and Relations do not use

to be so very forward to serve one another ; But,
take particular notice what you hear said the next

time, and be sure you let me know it. She went
abroad the next day as usual

; and, the Owner

finding his Relations as slack as the rest of his

Neighbours, said to his Son, Haik ye, George, do

you get a couple of good Sickles ready against to-

morrow Morning, and we will even reap the Corn
ourselves. When the young Ones told their Mo-
ther this, Then, says she, we must begone indeed';

for, v/hen a Man undertakes to do his Business

himself, it is not so likely that he will be disap-

pointed. So she removed her young Ones imme-

diately, and the Corn was reaped the next Day by
the good Man and his Son.

THE APPLICATION.

Never depend upon the Assistance of Friends and Relations

in any thing which you aie able to do yourself; for nothing is

more fickle and uncertain. The Man who x'elies upon another

for the Execution of any AATair ofImportance, is not only kept in

a wretched and slavish Suspense, while he expects the Issue of

the Matter, but generally meets with a Disappointment, WJiilehc

F2
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who lays the eliief Stress of liis Business upon liinisdf, and;

depends upon his own Industry and Attention for the Success of
his Aftairs, is in the fairest way to attain his End ; and, if r^t

last he should miscarry^ has this to comfort him, that it was
not through his ov/n ^Negligence, and a vain Expectation of the
Assistance of Friends. 'I'o stand by ourselves, as much as pos-

sible, to exert our own Strength and Vigilance in the pi'osecution
of our Affairs, is god-like ; being the Result of a most noble and

liighly exalted Reason ; but tiiey who procrastinate and defer
the Business of Life by an idle Dependeiiceupon others, in things
^vhich it is in their own Power to effect, sink down into a kind
of stupid abject Slavery, and shew themselves uuMorthy of the

Talents with Avhich human Nature is dignified.

FAB, XXXIX. The Nurse and the Wolf.

A. NURSE who was endeavouring- to quiet a fro-

v/ard bawling Child, among other Attempts, threat-

ened to throw it out of Dcors to the Wolf, if did

not leave off Crying. A Wolf, who chanced to be

prowling near the Door, just at that Time, heard
the Expression, and believing the Woman to be in

Earnest, v/aited a long while about the House in

Expectation of seeing her Words m^ide good. But:
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ai last the Child wearied with its own Importuni-
ties fell asleep, and the poor Wolf was forced to

return back to the Woods empty and supperless.
The Fox meeting him, and surprised to see him

going home so thin and disconsolate, asked him
what the Matter was, and how he came to speed
no better that Night ? x\h ! do not ask me, says
he

; I was so silly to believe what the Nurse said,

i\nd have been disappointed.

THE APPLICATION.

All the Moralists Lave agi-eed to interpret tliis Fable as a
Caution lo us never to trust a Woman. What reasons they
could have for giving so rough and uncourtly a I'recept, is not

easy to be imagined : for however fickie and unstable some
Women may be, it is well known there are several who have a

greater Regard for Truth in what they assert or px'omise, than
}nost Men. There is not room, in so sliort a Compass, to ex-

j)ress a due Concern for the Honor of the Ladies, upon this

Occasion, nor to shew how much one is disposed to vindicate

tiiem : And though there is nothing bad which can be said of

them, but may with equal Justice be averred of the other Sex ;

yet one would not venture to give tliem quite so absolute a Pre-
caution as the old Mythologists have afiixed to this Fable, but

only advise them to consider well, and thoroughly of the Ma'  

ter before thev trust any man Living.
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PAB. XL. The Tortoise and the Eagh

]iijii!uiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnlfl

1'HE 1 ortoise, weary of his Condition, by wiiicli

he was confined to creep upon the Ground, and

being annbitious to have a Prospect, and look about

him, gave out, that if any Bird would take him up
into the Air, and shew him the World, he would
reward him with a Discovery of many precious
Stones, which he knew were hidden in a certain

place of the Earth : The Eagle undertook to do

as he desired ; and when he had performed his

Commission, demanded the Reward. But finding
the Tortoise could not make good his Words, he

stuck his Talons into the softer parts of his Body,
and made him a Sacrifice to his Revenge. I

THE APPLICATION. L
111

As jNIen of Honor ought to conader calmly liov/ far thethingslv
v.liich they promise may be in their power, before they venture|f

'

to make Promises upon tliis account, because the Ncnperforra*
ance of them will be apt to excite an uneasiness within them-J
sieves, and tarnish their reputation in the Eyes of other Pep* j.
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pie ; so fools and Cowards should be as little rash in this respect
as possible, lest their impudent Forgeries draw upon them the

resentment of those whom they disappoint, and that Resent-
ment makes them undergo a smart, but deserved Chastisement.
The Man who is so stupid a Knave as to make a lying Promise
where he is sure to be detected, receives the punishment of his

Folly unpitied by all that know him.

FAB. XLI. The Wind and the Sun.

A. Dispute once arose betwixt the North-Wind
and the Sun, about the Superiority of their Pow-
er

; and they agreed to try their strength upon a

Traveller, which should be able to get his Cloak
oif first. The North-Wind began and blew a very
cold Blast, accompanied witn a sharp driving
Shower. But this, and whatever else he could do,
instead of making the Man quit his Cloak, obliged
him to gird it about his Body as close as possible.
Next came the Sun ; who, breaking out from a

thick wat'ry Cloud, drove away tiie cold Vapours
from the Sky, and darted his warm sultry Beams

Upon the Head of the poor weather-beaten Travel^
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ler. The Man grows faint with the Heat, and un-
able to endure it any longer, first throws off his

heavy Clonk, and then flies for protection to the

Shade of a neigh bourins:^ Grove.

THE APPUCATIOX.

There is something in the Temper of Men so averse to se-

vere and boisterous Treatment, that he who endeavoui-s to car-

i-y his Point that way, instead of prevailing, generally leaves

the Mind of him, whom he has thus attempted, in a more
confirmed and obstinate Situation, than he found it at first.

Bitter Words and hard usage freeze the Heart into a kind of

Obduracy, which mild Persuasion and gentle language only
can dissolve and soften. Persecution has always fixed and ri-

vetted those Opinions wliich it was intended to dispel ; and sorae

discerning Men have attributed the quick growth of Christiani=

ty, in a great Measure, to the rough and barbarous Reception
which its first Teachers met with in the World. The same

may have been observed of our Reformation : The Blood of
the Martyrs was the Manure which produced that great Pro-
testant Crop, on which the Presbyterian Church has subsisted

ever since. Providence, which always makes use of the most
natural Memis to attain its Purpose, has thought fit to establish

the purest Religion by this Method : The consideration of

"which may give a proper check to those, who are continually
endeavouring to root out errors by that very Management,
which so infallibly fixes and implants all opinions, as well ei'-

roneous as orthodox. When an opinion is so violently attacked,,

it raises an Attention in the persecuted Party, and gives an
Alarm to their Vanity, by making them think that worth de-

fending and keeping at the Hazard of their Lives, which, per-

haps, otherwise, they would only have admired a while for the

sake of its Novelty, and afterwards resigned of their own Ac-
cord, In short, a fierce turbulent Opposition, like the North-

Wind, only serves to make a Man wrap his Notions more

closely about him ; but we know not what a kind, warm, sun»

shiny Behaviour, rightly applied, would not be able to effect.
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FAB. XLII. The Ass in the Lion's Skin.

IIHniii..... ,».i«i!ilH((illil

An Ass, hnding iiie Skin ot a Lion, put it on : and

going into the Woods and Pastures, threw all the
Flocks and Herds into a terrible Consternation. At
last, meeting his Owner, he would have fright-
ed him also ; but the good Man, seeing his long
Ears stick out, presently knew him, and with a

good Cudgel made him sensible, that,' notwith-

standing his being drest in a Lion's Skin, he was

really no more than an Ass.

THE APPLICATIOi^f.

As all Affectation is wrong, and tends to expose and make a
Man ridiculous, so the more distant he is from the Tiling which
he affects to appear, the stronger will be the Ridicule to which
he excites, and the greater the Inconveniencies into which he
runs himself therebj^ How strangely absurd is it for a timo-
rous Person to procure a military Post in order to keep himself
out of Danger ! and to fancy a red Coat the surest Protection
for Cowardice ! Yet there have !)een tliose who have pui'chased
a Commission to avoid being insulted : and have beeii so silly as

to think Courage was interwoven with a fcJash, or i^d up in a
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Cockade. But it avouIcI not be amiss for such Gentlemen io coii^

sider, that it is not in the power of Scarlet Cloth to alter Na-
ture ; and that, as it is expected a Soldier should shew him-
self a Man of Courage and Intrepidity upon all proper Occa-

sions, they may by this means meet the Disgrace they intended
to avoid, and appear greater Asses than they needed to have
done. However, it is not in point of Fortitude only that Peo-

ple are hable to expose themselves by assuming a Character to
which they are not e^ual ; but he who puts on a Shew of Learn-

ing, of Religion, of a superior Capacity in any respect, or in

short, of any Virtue or knowledge to which he has no proper
Claim, is, and will always be found to be, ^n ^ss in a Uoti's
^kin.

FAB. XLIII. The Frog and the Fox.

A. Frog, leaping out of the Lake, and taking the

advantage of a rising Ground, made Proclamation

to all the Beasts of the Forest, that he was an able

Physician, and for curing all manner of Distem-

pers, would turn his Back to no Person livin,^.

This Discourse, uitered in a Parcel of hard cramp|i

Words, which nobody understQod, made the Beasts
|

admire his Learning, and give Credit to every I

Thing he said,. Ai last, ihe Fox, v/ho was presenter
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with Indignation asked him, how he could have
the Impudence, with those thin Lanthorn-Jaws,
that meagre, pale phiz, and blotchM spotted Body,
to setup for one who was able to cure the Infirmi-

ties of others ?

THE APPUCATION.

A sickly, infirm Look, is as disadvantageous iu a Physician,
as that of a Rake in a Clergyman, or a sheepish one iu a Sol-

dier. If this Moral contains any thing further, it is, That we
should not set up for rectifying Enormities in others, while we
labour under the same ourselves. Good Advice ought always
to be followed, without our being prejudiced upon account of
the Person from whom it comes : But it is seldom that Meu
can be brought to think us worth minding, when we prescribe
Cures for Maladies with which ourselves are infected. Physi'
dan, heal thyself, is too scriptural not to be applied upon such
an Occasion

; and, if we would avoid bemg the Jest of an Au-
dience, we must be sound, and free firom those Diseases, of
which we would endeavoQr to cure others How shocked
must People have been to hear a Preacher for a whole hour de-
claim against Drunkenness, when liis own Infirmity has been
such, that he could neither bear nor forbear Drinking, and per-
haps was the only Person in the Congregation who made the

Doctrine, at that Time, necessaiy ! Others too have been very
zealous in exploding Crimes, for which none were more sus-

pected than themselves : But, let such silly Hypocrites remem?
ber, that they whose Eyes want couching, are the most iippro-

per People in the World to set up for Oculists.

G
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FAB. XLIV. The mischievous Dog.

A. Ceriain Man hud a Dog, which was so crust

and Mischievous, that he was forced to fasten a

heavy Clog aViout his Xeck, to keep him from run-

ning at, and worrying People. This, the vain Cur
took for a Badge of honourable Distinction ; and

grew so insolent upon it, that he looked down with

an air of Scorn upon the neighbouring Dogs, and
refused to keep them company. But a sly old

Poacher, who was one of the Gang, assured him,
that he had no Reason to value himself upon the

Favour he wore, since it was fixed upon him ra-

ther as a Mark of Disgrace than of Honour.

THE APPLICATION.

Some People are so exceeding vain, and at the same Time
dull of Apprehension, that they interpret every thing, by which

they are distingnished from others, in their own Favour. If

they betray any Weaknesses in conversation, Avhich are apt to

excite the Laughter of the Company, they make no scruple of

ascribing it to their Superiority in point of Wit. If want of

Sease or Breeding, (one of which is always the case) disposes
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Ihera to give, or mistake Affronts, upon -which account all dis-
creet sensible People ai-e obliged to shun their Company, they
impute it to their own Valour and Magnanimity, to which they

•

fancy the World pays an awful and respectful Distance. There
are several decent Avays of preventmg such turbulent Men
from doing Mischief, which might be applied with Secrecy,
and many times pass unregarded, if their own Arrogance did
not require the rest of Mankind to take Notice of it.

FAB. XLV Jupiter and the Camel.

ijij|IIB^»»^^-"^piiiinii|||ij|i

.^ .ii^^^^^^HiliL.„„.™.
1 HE Camel presented a Peiiuon lo Jupiiei, com-
plaining of the Hardship ot his Case, in not hav-

ing like Bulls and other Creatures, Horns, or any
Weapons of Defence to protect himself from the
Attacks of his Enemies ; and praying that Relief

might be given him in such manner as might be
thought most expedient. Jupiter could not help
smiling at the Impertinent address of the great sil-

ly Beast ; but however, rejected the Petition, and
told- him, that, so far from granting his unreasona-
ble Request, henceforward he would take care his
Ears should be shortened, as a punishment for his

presumptuous Importunity.
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THE APPLICATION.

The Nature of Things is so fixed in every Particular, that

they are very weak superstitious People, who dream it is to be
altered. But, besides the Impossibility of producing a change
by Addresses of this nature, they who employ much of their

Time upon such Accounts, instead of getting, are sure to lose in

the end. When any Man is so frivolous and veJtatious as to

jnake unreasonable Complaints, and to harbour undue Repin-

ings in his Heart, his Peevishness will lessen the real Goods
which he possesses, and the Sourness of his Temper shortens

that Allowance of Comfort which he already thinks too scanty.

Thus, in truth, it is not Providence, but ourselves, who punish
our own importunity in soliciting for Impossibilities, with a

sharp corroding Care, which abridges us of some part of that

little Pleasure which Providence has cast into our Lot.

FAB. XLVI. The Travellers and the Bear.

i WO Men being to travel through a Forest to-

gether, Mutually promised to stand by each other

in any Danger they should meet upon the Way.
They had not gone far, before a Bear came rushing
towards them out of a Thicket ; upon which, one,

being a light nimble Fellow, got up into a Tree j
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the other, falling flat upon his Face, and holding
his Breath, lay still, while the Bear came up and
smelled at him ; but that Creature, supposing him
to be a dead Carcase, went back again into the

Wood, without doing him the least Harm. When
all was over, the Spark who had climbed the Tree
came down to his Companion, and, with a. pleasant
Smile, asked him what the Bear said to him ; for,

says he, I took Notice that he clapt his Mouth very
close to your Ear. Why, replies the other, he

charged me to take Care for the future, not to put

any confidence insuch Cowardly Rascals as you are.

THE APPUCATIOX.

Though nothing is more common than to hear People pro-
fess Services and Friendships, where there is no occasion for

them ; yet scarce any thing is so hard to be found as a tnie
Friend who will assist us in Time ofDanger and Difficulty. All

the Declarations of Kindness which are made to an expei'ienced
Man, though accompanied with a Squeeze by the Hand, and
a solemn Asseveration, should leave no greater Impression up-
on his Mind, than the Whistling of the hollow Breeze which
brushes one's Ears with an unmeaning Salute, and is presently

gone. He that succours our Necessity by a well-timed Assist-

ance, though it were not ushered in by previous Compliments,
^vill ever after be looked upon as our Friend and Pratector :

and, in so much a greater Degree, as the Favour was unasked
and unpromised ; as it was not extorted by importunities on the
one side, nor led in by a numerous Attendance of Promises on
the other. Words are nothing, till they are fulfilled by Ac-
tions ; and therefore we should not suffer ourselves to be delud-

ed by a vain Hope^ and Ilehance upon Ihem.

CI 2
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FAB. XLVII. The Bald Knight.

A Certain Knight growing old, his Hairs fell
oilf',

and he became Bald
;

to hide which Imperfectionj
he wore a Periwig. But as he was riding out with

some others a Hunting, a sudden Gust of Wind
blew off the Periwig, and exposed his bald Pate,

The Company could not forbear laughing at the

Accident ; and he himself laughed as loud as any

body, saying, How v/as it to be expected that I

should keep strange Hair upon my Head, when

XiVj own would not stay there ?

TKS APPLICATIOX.

To be captions, is not more uneasy to o'^rselves, than it is

disajcret able to others. As no mnn is entirely without Fauit, a

few Defects, surrounded with a Guard of gofxl Qualities, may
pass muster well enough : But he, whose Attention is always

upon the catcJi for something to take exception at, if he had
no other bad Quality, can never be acceptable. A captious

Temper, like a little Leaven, sours a v/hole Lump of Virtues ;

and makes us disrelish that, which miglit otherwise be the

jiiost grateful Conversation. If we would live easy to ourselves,

sntl agreeable to others, we should be so far from seeking Oc-
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casions of being angry, that sometimes we should let them

})ass uni-egarded when they come in our way ; or, if they are

so palpable that we cannot help taking- Notice of them, we
should do well to rally them off with a Jest,' or dissolve them in

good Humour. Some people take a secret Pleasure in netthng
and fretting others ; and the more practicable they find it to ex-

ercise this Quality upon any one, the more does it whet and

prompt their Inchnation to do it. But, as this Talent favours

something of Ill-nature, it deserves to be baffled and defeated :

Which one cannot do better, than by receiving all that is utter-

ed at such a Time Avith a cheerful Aspect, and an ingenuous,

pleasant, unaffected Reply. Nor is the Expedient of the bald

Knight unworthy our Imitation : For, if by any Word or Ac-

tion, we happen to raise the Laughter of those about us, we
cannot stifle it sooner, or better, than by a brisk Presence of
Mind to join in Mirth with the Company ; and, if possible, to

anticipate the Jest which another is ready to throw out upon the
Occasion.

FAB. XLVIII The Two Pots.

AjSj li.ai uien Pot, undone ot Brass, aianciug to-

gether upon the River's Brink, were both carried

away by the flov.'ing; in of the Tide. The Earthen

Pot shewed some Uneasiness, as fearing he should

be broken
j
but his Companion of Brass bid him



bO JESOP'S FABLES.

be under no Apprehensions, for that he would take

Care of him. O, replies the other, Keep as far

off as ever you can, I entreat you ; it is you I am
most afraid of; for, whether the Stream dashes

you against mQ, or me against you, I am sure to be
the Sufferer ; and therefore, 1 beg of you, do not

let us come near one another.

THE APPUCATION.

A Man of a moderate Fortune, who is contented vilh -what

he has, and finds he can hve happily upon it, should take Care
not to hazard and expose his Felicity, by consorting -with the

Great and Powerful. People of equal Conditions may float

down the Current of Life, without hurting each other; but it

is a Point of some Difficulty to steer one's Course in the Com-

pany of the Great, so as to escape without a Bulge. One
would not choose to have one's little Country-Box situated in

the Neighbourhood of a very great Man ; for whether I ig-

norantly trespass upon him, or he knowingly encroaches upon
rae, I only am like to be the Sufferer. I can neither enter-

tain, nor play with him, upon his own Terms ;
for that which

is Moderation and Diversion to him, in rae would be Extrava=

qance and ruin.
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FAB. XLIX. The Peacock and the Crane.

1 HE Peacock and the Crane, by Chance, met to-

gether in one place. The Peacock, erecting his

Tail, displayed his gaudy Plumes, and looked with

contempt upon the Crane, as some mean ordinary
Person. The Crane, resolving to mortify his In-

solence, took Occasion to say, that Peacocks were

very fine Birds indeed, if fine Feathers could make
them so ; but that he thought it a much nobler

thing to be able to rise above the Clouds, than to

strut aboiit upon the Ground and be gazed at by
Children.

THE APPLICATION.

It is very absurd to slight or insult another upon his v/anting
a Property which we possess, for he may, for any thing we
know, have as just reason to triumph over us, by being Master
of some good Quality, of which we are incapable. But, in re-

gard to the Fable before us, that which the Peacock values
himself upon, the Glitter and Finery of Dress, is one of the
most trifling Considerations in Nature; and what a man of Sense
would be ashamed to reckon, even as the least Part of liis Me-
rit. Indeed Children, and those People who think much about,
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the same pitch with them, are apt to be taken with Varnish
and Tinsel : but they Avho examine by the scale of common
Sense, must find something of Weight and substance, before

they can be persuaded to set a value. The mind, which is stored

with virtuous and rational Sentiments ; and the Behaviour,
which speaks Complacence and Humility, stamps an Estimate

upon the Possessor, which all judicious Spectators are ready to

admire and acknowledge. But if there be any Merit in an em-
broidered Coat, a Brocade Waistcoat, a Shoe, a Stocking, or a

Sword-kiK)t, the Person that wears them has the least Claim
to it ; let it be ascribed where it justly belongs, to the several

Artisans who wrought or disposed the Materials of which they
consist. This Moral is not intended to dei^ogate any Thing
from the magnificence of fine Clothes and rich Equipages,
which, as Times and Circumstances require, may be used with

Decency and Propriety enough : But one cannot help being
concerned, lest any Worth should be affixed to them more
than their own intrinsic Value.

FAB. L. The Oak and the Reed.

An Oak which hung over the Bank of a River

>vas blown down by a violent Storm of Wind ;
and

as it was carried along by the Stream, some of its

Boughs brushed against a Reed, which grew near
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the Shore. This struck the Oak with a thought
of admiration ; and he could not forbear asking
the Reed, how he came to stand so secure and un-

hurt in a Tempest, which had been furious enough
to tear an Oak up by the Roots? Why, says the Reed,
I secure myself by putting on a Behaviour quite

contrary to what you do ; instead of being stub-

born and stiff, and confiding in my Strength, I

yield and bend to the Blast, and let it go over me ;

knowing how vain and fruitless it would be to re-

sist it.

THE APPLICATION.

Though a tame Submission to Injuries which it is in our Pow-
er to redress, be generally esteemed a base and a dishonourable

Thing ; yet to resist where there is no probability, or even our

hopes of our getting the better, may also be looked upon as the
effect of a blind Temerity, and perhaps of a weak Understand-

ing. The Strokes of Fortune are oftentimes as irresistible, as

they are severe : and, he who with animpatient reluctant Spi-
rit fights against her, instead of aleviating, does but double her
blows upon himself. A person of a quiet stillTemper, whether
it is given him by nature,' or acquired by Art, calmly composes
himself, in the midst of a storm, so as to elude the Shock, or
receive it with the least Detriment: Like a prudeiit experienc-
ed Sailor, who is swimming to the Shore from a wrecked Ves-
sel in a swelling Sea ; he does not oppose the Fury of the

Waves, but stoops and gives way tliat they may roll over his

Head Aviihout Obstruction. The Doctrine of absolute Submis-
sion in all Cases, is an absurd dogmatical Precept, with nothing
but ignorance and superstition to support it : But, upon parti-
cular Occasions, and where it is impossible for us to overcome,
to submit patiently, is one of the most reasonable Maxims in
Life,
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FAB. LI. The Fox and the Tiger.

A Skilful Archer, coming into the Woods, direct-

ed his Arrows so successful, that he slew many
wild Beasts, and pursued several others. This

put the whole Savage kind into a fearful Conster-

nation, and made them fly to the most retired

Thickets for Refuge. At last the Tiger resumed
a Courage, and bidding them not to be afraid, said,

that he alone would engage the Enemy, telling

them, they might depend upon his Valour and

Strength to revenge their Wrongs. In the midst
of these Threats, while he was lashing himself

with his Tail, and tearing up the Ground for An-

ger, an Arrow pierced his Ribs, and hung by its

barbed Point in his Side. He set up a hideous
and loud Roar, occasioned by the Anguish which
he felt, and endeavoured to draw out the painful
Dart v.'ith his Teeth : when the Fox, approaching
him, inquired with an Air of Surprise, who it was
that could have Strength and Courage enough to
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wound so mighty and valorous a Beast ? Ah ! says
the Tiger, I was mistaken in my Reckoning : It

vvas that invincible Man yonder.

THE APPLICATION.

Though Strength and Courage are very good Ingredients to-

wards the making us secure ami formidable in tlie World, yet,
unless there be a proi)er portion of Wisdom or Policy to direct

them, instead ot being serviceable, they often prove detrimental
to their Proprietor. A rash forward J.Ian, who depends upon
the Excellence of his own Parts and Accomplishments, is hke-
wise apt to expose a weak side, which his Enemies might not
otherwise have observed ; and gives an Advantage to others, by
those very INIeans which he fasicied would have secured it to
Liraself. Counsel and Conduct always did, and ahvays will go-
vern the World ; and the Strong, in spite of all their Force,
can never avoid being Tools to tlie Crafty. Some Men are as
much superior to others in Wisdom and Policy, as Man, in

general, is above a Brute. Strength ill concerted, opposed to

them, is like a Quaiter-Staft* in the hands of a huge, robust,
but bungling Fellow, who fights against a Master of the Science,
The latter though without a Weapon, would have Skill and Ad-
«lress enough to disarm his Adversai>y, and drub him with his

ovni Staft*. In a Avord, Savage Fierceness and brutal Strength,
must not pretend to stand in competition with Finesse and

SufAagein.

H
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FAB. LII. The Lion and the four Bulls,

ijpnpaK

Four BuIIs which had entered into a very strict

Friendship, kept always near one another, and fed

together. The Lion often, saw them, and as often

had a mind to make one of them his Prey : But,

though he could easily have subdued any of them

single, yet he was afraid to attack the whole Al-

liance, as knowing they would have been too hard

for him, and therefore contented himself for the

present with keeping at a distance. At last, per-

ceiving no Attempt was to be made upon them as

long as this Combination held, he took Occasion,

by Whispers and Hints, to foment Jealousies and

raise Divisions among them. This Stratagem
succeeded so well, that the Bulls grew cold, and
reserved toward one another, which soon after ri-

pened into a down-right Hatred and Aversion ;

and, at last, ended in a total Separation. The Lion
had now obtained his Ends ; and, as immpossible
as it was for hira to hurt them while they were
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united, he found no difficulty, now they were part-

ed, to seize and devour every Bull of them, one af-

ter another.

THE APPLICATION.

The Moral of this Fable is so well knoAvn and allowed, that

to go about to enlighten it, would be like holding a Candle to

the Sun. ^ kingdom divided against itself camiot stand; and

as undisputed a Maxim as it is, it was however thought neces-

sary to be urged to the Attention of Mankind, by the best Man
that ever lived. And since Friendships and Alhances are of so

great Importance to our Well-being and Happiness, we cannot

be too often cautioned not to let them be broke by Tale-bear-

ei'S and Whisperers, or any other Contrivance of our Enemies,

FAB. LIII. The Crow aiid the Pitcher.

linillllliiHinniiiiiniiillllillli

A Crow, ready to die witli Thirst, flew with joy to

a Pitcher which he beheld at some distance. When
he came, he found Water in it indeed, but so near

the Bottom, that with all his Stooping and Strain-

ing, he was not able to reach it. Then he endea-

voured to overturn the Pitcher, that so at least he
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might be able to get a little of it. But his Strength
was not sufficient for this. At last, seeing some
Pebbles near the place, he cast them one by one
into the Pitcher, and thus, by Degrees, raised the

Water upto the very Brim, and satisfied his Thirst.

THE APPLICATIOX.

Many Things which cannot be effected by Strength, or by tlie

old vulgar way of entei-prisiug, may yet be brought about by
some new and untried Means. A Man of Sagacity and Penetra-

tion, upon encountering a Difficulty or two, does not immediate-

ly despair ; but if he cannot succeed one Way, employs his Wit
snd ingenuity another ; and to avoid or get over an Impediment,
makes no scruple of stepping out of the Path of liis Forefathers.
Since our Happiness, next to the Regulation of our Minds, de-

pends altogether upon oui^ having and enjoying the Convenien-
cies of Life, why should we stand upon Ceremony about the
methods of obtaining them, or pay any Deference to Antiquity
upon that Score ? If almost eveiy Age had not exerted itself ia
some new Improvements of its own, we should want a thousand

Arts, or, at least, many Degrees of Perfection in every Art,
which at present we are in Possession of. The Invention of any
Thing,which is more commodious for the Mind or Body thaa
what they had before, ought to be embraced readily, and the

Projector of it distinguished with a suitable encouragement. Such
as the use of the Co)npass, for example, from which Mankind
reaps so much Benefit and Advantage, and which was not known
to former Ages, When we follow the steps of those who have

gone before us in the old beaten Track of Life, how do we dif-

fer fi'ora Horses ir. a Team, which ai-e linked to each other by
a Chain of Harness, and move on in a dull heavy Pace to tiie

Tune of their Leader's Bells ? But the Man ^\\^o enriches the

present Fund of knowledge with some new and useful Improve-
ment, like a happy Adventurer at Sea, discovers, as it m ere, an
unknown Land, and imports an additional Trade into his owu
Coiiiitrv.
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FAB. LIV. The Forester and the Lion.

x HE Forester meeting with a Lion, one Day,they
discoursed together for a while, without differing ,

much in Opinion. At last, a Dispute happening
to arise about the point of Superiority between a

Man and a Lion ; the Man wanting a better Argu-
ment, shewed the Lion a Marble Monument, on
which was placed the Statue of a Man striding over

a vanquished Lion. If this, says the Lion, is all you
have to say for it, let us be the Carvers, and we will

make the Lion striding over the Man.

THE APPLICATION.

Contending Patties are very apt to appeal for the Truth to
Kecords written by their own Side ; but nothing- is more unfair,
and at the same time insignificant and unconvincing. Such is the

Partiality of Mankind in Favour of themselves and their own,i.

Actions, that it is ahuost impossible to come at anj'^ certainty by
reading the Acco-jnts which are written on ojie Side only. We
have few or no Memoirs come down to usof what was transact-

ed /n the World during tlie Sovereignty of Ancient Roine, but

whaf were written by those who had a Dependency upon it ;

H2
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therefore it is no Wonder that they appear, upon most Occa-

sions, to have heen so great and glorious a nation. What their

cotemporaries of other Countries thought of them "we cannot

tell, otherwise than from tlieir own Winters : It is not Impos-
sible hut they might have described them as a barbarous, rapa-

cious, treacherous, unpolite People ; vvlio, upon iheir Conquest
of Greece, for some Time, made as great Ilavock and Destruc-
tion of the Arts and Sciences, as their Fellow-plunderers tlie

Goths and Vandals di<i, afterwiu-ds, in Italy. What Monsters
would our own Party-Zealots make of each other if the Tran-
sactions of tlie Times wei'e to be liar.dcd down to Posterity by
a warm hearty ]Vfan on either Sitie ! And were such Records
to survive two or three Centuries, with what Perplexities and
Difficulties must they embarrass a young Historian, as by turns

he consulted them for the Characters of his great Forefathers!
If it should so happen, it were to be wished this Application

might be living at the same time ; tliat young Readers, instead

of doubting to which they should give their Credit, would not fail

to remember, that This was the Work of a Man, That of a Lior,

FAB. LV. The Satvr and the Traveller.

A Satyr, as he was ranginj^ the Forest in an ex-

ceeding cold snowy Season, met with a Traveller

hnlfstarved with the Extremity ohhe Werahcr. II <•

\
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took compassion on him ; and kindly invited him
home to a warm comfortable Cave he had in the

hollow of a Rock. As soon as they had entered and

sat down, notwithstanding there was a good fire in

the Place, the chilly Traveller could not forbear

blowing his fingers Ends. Upon the Satyr's asking
him, why he did so, he answered, That he did it to

warm his hands. The honest Sylvan, having seen

little of the World, adm.ired aMan, who was master

ofso valuable aQuality as that of blowing Heat, and

therefore was resolved to entertain him in the best

manner he could. He spread the Table before him
with dryed Fruits of several sorts ; and produced a

remnant of old cordial Wine, which, as the Rigour
of the Season made very proper, he mulled with

some warm Spices, infused over the Fire, and pre-

sented to his shivering Guest. But this the Travel-

ler thought fit to blow likewise ; and upon the Sa-

tyr's demanding a Reason why he blowed again, he

replied, Tocool his Dish. This second Answer pro-
voked the. Satyr's Indignation as much as the first

had kindled his Surprise: So, taking the Man by l!)e

Shoulder, he thrust him out of Doors, saying, He
•would have nothing to do with a Wretch who had

so vile a Quality as to blow Hot and Cold v/ith the

same Mouth.

THE APPLICATION.

Though the poor Traveller in the Fable was not guilty of any-

real Crime in what he did, yet one can't help approving the

honest Simplicity of the Satyr, who could not be reconciled to

such Double-dealing. In the moral Sense of the Fable nothing
can be more ofiensive to one of a sincere Heart, than he that

blows with a different Breath from the same Mouth ; who flat-

ters a Man to his Face, and reviles him behind bis Back. Some

again, just like this Man, to serve a present View, will blow no-

thing but what is v/arra, benevolent, and chei-isliing ; and when

they have raised the Expectations of a Dependant to a Degree
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which they think may prove trouhlesome, can, v itJi putting on
a cold Air, easily chill and blast all his blooming Hopes. But
such a Temper, v.hether it proceeds from a designed or natu-
ral Levity, is detestable, and has been the Cause of much Trou-
ble and Mortification to many a brave deservinsj Man. Unless
the Tenor of a Man's Life be always true and consistent vith

itselfj the less one has to do with him the better.

FAB. LVI. Hercules and the Carter.

lliiliS^^^^^^uiiiiiUllliliillin

-A.S a ciowiubh Feliow was driving his Cart along
a deep miry Lime, the Wheels stuck so fast in the

Clay, that the Horses could not draw them out.

Upon this he fell a bav.ling and praying to Hercu-
les to come and iielp him. Hercules, looking
down from a Cloud, bid him not lie there like

an idle Rascal as he Avas, but get up and whip
his Horses stoutly, and clap his Shoulder to the

Wheel, adding, That this was the only way for

lum to obtain his Assistance.

THE APPLICATIOX.
This Fable shews us how vain and ill-gi'ounded tlie Expecta-

tions of those People are, who imagine they can obtain whatever

they -want by Importuning Heaven with their Prayers ; for it is
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so agi'ccable to the Nature of the Divine Being, to be better

pleased Avith virtuous Actions and an honest Industry, than idle

Pi'ayers, that it is a sort of Blasphemy to say otherwise. These
were the Sentiments of honest good Heathens, who were Stran-

gers to all revealed Religion : But it is not strange that they
should embrace and propagate such a Notion, since it is no
other than the Dictate ofcommon Reason. What is both strange
in itself, and surprising how it could be made so fashionable, is.

That most of those whose Reason should be enlightened by Re-

velation, are very apt to be guilty of this Stupidity, and by pray-

ing often for the Comforts of Life, to neglect that Business which
is the proper Means of procuring them. How such a Mistaken
Devotion came to prevail one can't imagine, unless from one of

these two Motives ; either that People by such a Veil of Hy-
pocrisy, would pass themselves upon Mankind for better than

they really are ; or are influenced by unskilful Preachers (which
is sometimes, indeed too often the case) to mind the World as

little as possible, even to the neglect of their necessary Callings.
No question but it is a great Sin for a Man to fail in his Trade
or Occupation, by running often to Prayers ; it being a Demon-
stration in itself, tho' the Scripture had never said it, that we
please God most, when we are doing the most Good ; and how
can we do more Good, than by a sober honest industry to pro-
"videfor those of our oivn household, and to endeavour to have
to give to him that needeth. The Man who is virtuously and

honestly engaged, is actually serving God all the while ; and is

more likely to have his silent wishes, accompanied with strenu-

ous Endeavours, complied with by the Supreme Being, than he
who begs with fruitless Vehemence, and solicits with an empty
Hand : a Hand, which would be more religious were it usefully

employed, and more devout were it stretched forth to do Good
to those tliat Avant it.
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FAB. LVII. The Man and his Goose.

Sill!

A. Certain Mtin had a Goose, which laid him a

golden Egg every Day. But, not contented with

this, which rather increased than abated his Ava-

rice, he was resolved to kill the Goose and cut up
her Belly, that so he might come at the inexhaust-

ible Treasure which he fancied she bad within

her. He did so ; and to his great Sorrow and

Disappointment found nothing.

THE APPLICATION^.

They who ai'e of such craving and imi^atient Temper?, that

they cannot live contented when Fortune lias blessed them vn\h.

a constant and continiial Sufficietic}-, deserve even to he de-

prived of what they have. And this jias hecn the case of iriany
ambitious and covetous Men, who by making an Essay to grow
very rich at once, have missed what they aimed at, and lost

what they had before. But this comes so near the Sense of the

fourth Fable, that the same Application may very well serve

for both.

If any Thing farther can be couched in this, it may possibly
he intended to shew usthe Unreasonableness and Inconvenience

of being solicitous aUjut wliat may happen hereafter, and want-
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ing to pry into the Womb of Futurity. Which ifwe eould do,
all we should get for our Pains would be to spoil our Pleasure

by Anticipation, and double our Misfortunes by a previous
Sense and Apprehension of them.
There are some things that entertain and delight us very

agreeably while we view them at a proper distance ; which,
perhaps, would not stand the Test of a too near Inspection.
Beauty, being only the external form of a Thing, which strikes
the Eye in a pleasing iVIanner, is a very thin glossy being, and,
like some nice paintings of a peculiar Composition, will not
well bear even to be breathed on : To preserve our good
Opinion of it, we must not approach too close ; for if, like the
Man in the Fable, we have a Mind to search for a Treasure
within, we may not only fail of our Expectations there, but
even lose the constant ReUsh we enjoyed from a remoter Con-
templation.

FAB. LVTir. 7%p Wanton Calf.

A Calf full of Play and Wantonness, seeing the

Ox at Plough, could not forbear insulting him.

What a sorry poor Drudge art thou, says he- to

bear that heavy Yoke upon your neck, and go all

Day drawing a Plough at your Tail, to turn up the

Ground for your IMaster I But you are a wretch
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ed dull Slave, and know no better, or else you
would not do it. See what a happy Life I lead :

I go just where I please ;
sometimes I lie down

under the cool Shade
;
sometimes frisk about in

the open Sun-shine ;
and when I please, slake my

thirst in the clear sweet Brook ; but you, if you
were to perish, have not so much as a little dirty
Water to refresh you. The Ox, not at all moved
with what he said, v.'ent quietly and calmly on with

his Work, and in the Evening was unyoked and
turned loose. Soon after which he saw the Calf

taken out of the Field, and delivered into the

hands of a Priest, who immediately led him to the

Altar, and prepared to sacrifice him. His Head
was hung round with Fillets of Flowers, and the

fatal Knife was just going to be applied to the

Throat when the Ox drew near and whispered
him to this Purpose : Behold the End of your In-

solence and Arrogance ; it was for this only you
were suffered to live at all ; and pray now, Friend,
whose condition is best, yours or mine ?

THE APPLICATIOX.

To insult People in distress, is the Property of a cruel, in*

tlisci'eet, and giddy temper ; for as tlie Proceedings of Fortune
are very irregular and uncertain, we may, the next Turn of
the Wheel, be thrown down to their Condition, and they ex-

alted to ours. We are likewise given to understand by this

Fable, what the Consequence of an idle Life generally is, and
how v/ell satisfied laborious diligent Men are in the end, when
they come quietly to enjoy the fruits of their Industry. They
who by little Tricks and shai-ping, or by open Violence
and Robbery, live in a high expensive Way, often in their

Hearts at least, despise the poor honest Man, Avho is contented
with the virtuous Product of liis daily Labour, and patiently
submits to his Destiny. But how often is the poor Man com-

forted, by seeing these wanton Villains led in Triumph to the
Altar of Justice, while he has many a cheerful Summer's Morn-

ing to enjoy abroad, and many a long Winter's Evening to in-
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dulge himself at home, by a quiet Hearth, and under an unen-
vied Roof : Blessings which often attend a sober, industrious

Man, though the idle and the profligate are utter Strangers to

them.

Luxury and Intemperance, besides their being certain to short-

en a Man's Days, are very apt, not only to engage People witli

their seeming Charms into a debauched Life, utterly prejudi-
cial to their Health, but to make them have a Contempt for

others, whose good Sense and true Taste of Happiness inspire
them with an Aversion to Idleness and Effeminacy, and put
them upon hardening their Constitution by innocent Exercise

and laudable Employment. How many do Gluttony and Sloth

tumble into an untimely Grave ? while the temparate and the

active drink sober Draughts of Life, and spin out their Thread
to the most desirable Length.

FAB. LIX. The Leopard and the Fox.

± HE Leopard, one Day, took it into his Head to

value himself upon the great Variety and Beauty
of his Spots ; and truly he saw no reason why even
the Lion should take place of him, since he could
not shew so beautiful a skin. As for the rest of the
wild Beasts of the Forest, he treated them all, with-

out Distinction, in the mosthaughtv disdainful man-
I
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iier. But the Fox, being among them, went up to

him with a great deal of Spirit and Resolution, and
told him, that he was mistaken in the Value he was

pleased to set upon himself; since People of judg-
ment were not used to form their Opinion of me-
rit from an outside appearance, but by considering
the good Qualities and Endowments with which
the Mind was stored within.

THE APPLICATION.
How much moi'e heavenly and powerful would Beauty pi'ove,

if it were not so frequently impaired by the AiFectation and Con-
ceitedness of its Possessor ? If some Women were but as mo-
dest and unassuming as they are handsome, they might com-
mand the Hearts of all that behold them. But nature seemed to

foresee, and has provided hgainst such an Inconvenience, by
tempering its greatest Master-pieces with a due Proportion of
Pride and Yanity ; So that theii" Power depending upon the
Duration of their Beauty only, is like to be but of a short Conti-

nuance ; which, when they happen to prove Tyrants, is no small

comfort to us : and then, eveii while it lasts, will abate much
of its Severitj^ by the Allay of those two prevailing Ingredients.
If Beauties could but be brought to think and consider a little,

sure it must give them some Mortification to be sensible that,
as such, they are the Objects of none but a Fool*s Admiration.
Wise Men are chiefly captivated with the Charms of the Mind :

and whenever they are infatuated with a passion for any thing
else, it is generally observed that they cease, during that Time
at least, to be what they were ; and are indeed looked upon to

be only playing the Fool. If the Fair Ones v e have been speak-

jng of have a true Ascendant over them, they will oblige them
to divest themselves of Common Sense, and to talk and act ri-

dictlously before they can think them worthy of the least Re-

gard. Should one of these fine Creatures be addressed in the

Words of Juba,
Tis not a Set of Features, or Complexion^

The Tincture ofa Skin that I Adviire.

Beauty soon grows familiar to the Lover^

Fades in his Eye, aud palls upon the Sense,

The virtuous Marcia totvcrs above her Sex,
True, she is fair. Oh, how divinelyfair !

Jiut still the lovely J\Iaid improves her Char7m
With inward Greatness, unaffected Wisdom,
And Sanctity of JManners,

—•
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The Man that should venture the Success of a strong Passion

upon the Construction she would put upon such a Comphnienl,
might have reason to repent of his Conduct.

FAB. LX. The Cat and the Fox.

llBlllnnaiiHniinilllllll

As the Cat and the Fox were talking Politics to-

gether, on a Time, in the middle of the Forest,
Renard said. Let things turn out ever so bad, he
did not care, for he had a thousand Tricks for them

yet before they should hurt him : But pray, says

he, Mrs. Puss, suppose there should be an Invasion,

\vhat course do you design to take ? Nay, says the

Cat, 1 have but one Shift for it, and if that won't

do, I am undone. I am sorry for you, replies i?f-

7iard with all my Heart, and would gladly furnish

you with one or two of mine,but indeed Neighbour,
as Times go, it is not good to trust

;
we must even

be every one for himself, as the Saying is, and so

your humble Servant. These Words were scarce

out of his Mouth, when they were alarmed Aviih a

Pack of Hounds, that came upon them full Cry.
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The Cat, by the Help of her one single Shift, ran

up a Tree, and sat securely among the top Bran-
ches : from whence she beheld Renard^ who had
not been able to get out of Sight, overtaken with
his thousand Tricks, and torn into as many Pieces

by the Dogs which had surrounded him.

THE APPLICATION.

A Man that sets up for more Cunning than the rest of his

Neighbours, is generally a silly Fellow at the Bottom. Whoever
is Master of a little Judgment and insight into Things, let him
keej) them to himself, and make use of them as he sees Occa-
sion : but he should not be teazing others with an idle and im-

pertinent Ostentation of them. One good discreet Expedient
made use of upon an Emergency, will do a Man more real Ser-

vice, and make others think better of him, than to have passed
all along for a shrewd crafty Knave, and be bubbled at last.

When any one has been such a Coxcomb as to insult his Ac-

quaintance, by pretending to more Policy and Stratagem than
the rest of Mankind, they are apt to wish for some Difficulty for

him to shew his skill in ; where, if he should miscarry, (as ten

to one but he does) his Misfortune, instead of Pity, is sure to be
attended with Laughter. He that sets up for a Biter, as the

Phrase is, being generally intent upon his Prey, or vain of shew-

ing his Art, frequently exposes himself to the Traps of one shai'p-
er than himself, and incurs the Ridicule of those whom he de-

signed to make ridiculous.
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FAB. LXI. The Partridge and the Cocks.

lIll!!liniiiiiii....,......iiiiiiiHmiit1l!l

A Certain Man havinj^ taking a Partridge,pluck'd
some of the Feathers out of its Wings, and turn-
ed it into a little Yard, where he kept Game Cocks.
The Cocks, for a while, made the poor Bird lead a
sad Life, continually pecking and driving- it away
from the Meat. This Treatm.ent was taken the
more unkindly, because offered to a Stranger ;

and
the Partridge could not but conclude them the

most inhospitable, uncivil People, he had ever met
with. But, at last, observing how frequently they
quarrelled and fought with each other, he comfort-
ed himself with this Reflection, That it was no
Svonder they were so cruel to him, since there was
so much Bickering and Animosity among them-
Ecives.

THE APPLICATION.
This Fable comes home to ourselves. We of this Island were

looked upon as cruel to Strangers, so long since as Angustus
Cesar- s Time. Horace, who has the Character of being happy

iti. his mariner of Expression, calls us
I o

*
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Britannos ffospitlbns fei^os.
And when Virgil says we were

'  •penitus toto divisos orbe Britannos,
it is to be feared he meant in point of Politeness and Civility, as
veil as Situation. Some Moderns ofother Countries have observ-
ed that we are still addicted to that Aversion to Foreigners as
our Forefathers were ; and that avc deserve the Character, at

least as much now, as they did then. "Whether there is any thing
in the Manner of our Situation as an Island, which consequent-
ly can be no Thoroughfare to other Countries, and so is not
made use of by Strangers upon that account, which makes us
thus shy and uncivil ; or whetiier it be a Jealousy upon account
of our Liberties, which puts us upon being suspicious of, and un-

•willing to harbour any that are not Members of the same Com-
munity, perhaps it would not be easy to determine. But that it

is so in Fact, is too notorious to be denied ; and probably can be
accounted for no better way, than from the natural Bent of our

Temper, as it proceeds from something peculiar to our Air and
Climate. It has been affirmed, tliat there is not in the whole
World besides, a Breed of Cocks and Dogs, so fierce and unca-

pable of yielding as that of ours : But that either of them, car-

I'ied into foi'eign Countries, would degenerate in a few Years.

Why may not the same be true of our Men ?

But if Strangers find any Inconvenience in this, there is a com-
fortable Consideration to balance it on the other side, which is,

that there is no People under the Sun so much given to Divi-

vision and Contention among themselves, aswe are. Can a stran-

ger think it hard to be looked upon Avith some Shyness, when he
beholds how little we spare one another! Was ever any Foreign-
er, merely for being a Foreigner, treated with half that Ma-
lice and Bitterness, which diftering Parties express towards eacli

other ? One would Avillingly believe that this proceeds, in the

main, on both sides from a passionate Concern for our Liberties

and Well-being ; for there is nothing else which can so wellex=
cuse it. But it cannot be denied tliat our Aversion, notwithstand-

ing our Being a trading Nation, to have any Intercourse witii

Strangers, is so great, that when we want other Objects for our

Churlishness, we raise them up among ourselves ; and there is,

sometimes as great a Strangeness kept up between one County
and another here, as there is between two distinct Kingdoms
abroad. One can't so much wonder at the constant Hostilities

which are observed between the Inhabitants of South and North
Britain, of Wales and Ireland, among one another ;

when a
Yorkshire iMan shall be looked upon as a Foreigner by a Native
of Norfolk ; and both be taken for outlandish Intruders, by one
that happens to be born witl^in the Bills of Mortality.
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[iuIllMiUU»>UCM9(1111

It is said that a Beaver (a Creature which lives

chiefly in the Water) has a certain Part about him
which is good in Physic, and that upon this account,
lie is often hunted dovm and killed. Once upon a

Time, as one of those Creatures was hard pursued
by the Dogs, and knew not how lo escape, recol-

lecting with himself the Reason of his being thus

persecuted, with a great Resolution and presence
of Mind, he bit oiT the Part which his Hunters

wanted, and throwing it towards them, by this

Means escaped with his Life.

THE APPLICATION.

However it Is among Beasts, tliere are few Human Creatures
but what are hunted for something else, besides either theii-

Lives or the Pleasure of hunting them. The Inquisition would
hardly be so keen against the Jews, if they had not something
belonging to them which their Persecutors estee'm more valua-
ble than their Souls

; which whenever that Avise but obstinate

People, can prevail with themselves to part Avith, there is aa
end of the Ch^se fov that Time. Indeed, when Life is i)ur5ue{l
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and in Danger, whoever values it, should give up every Thing
but his Honour to preserve it. And, when a discarded Minister

is prosecuted for having damaged the Commonwealth, let hira

but throw down some of the Fruits of his Iniquity to the Hun-

ters, and one may engage for his coming off, in other Respects,
with a whole Skin.

FAB. LXIII. The Thunny and the Do]phm.

iiu^^-.;:'::^

A. Fish, called a rhunny, bemi^ pursued by a Dol-

phin, and driven with great Violence, not mind-

ing which way he went, was thrown by the Force
of the Waves upon a Rock, and left there. His
death now was inevitable : but casting his Eye on

one side, and seeing the Dolphin in the same Con-
dition lie gasping by him : Well, says he, I must
die, it is true ; but I die with Pleasure, when I be-

hold him who is the Cause of it involved in the

same Fate.

THE APPLICATIOX.

Revenge, though a blind mischievous Passion is yet a veiy
sweet Thing ; so sweet that it can even sooth the Pangs, and
reconcile ustothe Bitterness of Death. And indeed, it must bea

Temper highly Philosopliical. that could be drivcD out of Life-
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by any Tyrannical unjust Procedure, and not be touched with a
Sense ofPleasure to see the Author of it splitting upon the same
Rock.
When this is allowed, and it is further considered how easily

the Revenge of the meanest Person may be executed upon even
Ihe highest, it should, methinks,keep People upon their guard,
and prevail with them not to persecute or to be injurious to any
one. The moral Turpitude of doing wrong is sufficient to influ-

ence every brave honest Man, and to secure him from harbour-

ing even the least Thought of it in his Breast. But the Knave
and the Coward should weigh the present Argument, and, be-
fore they attempt the least injury, be assiu-ed of this Truth, that

nothing is more sweet, nor scarce any thing so easy to compassj,
as Revenge.

FAB. LXIV. The Hawk and the Nightingale.

A NIGHTINGALE sitting all alone among the

shady Branches of an Oak, sung with so melodi-
ous and shrill a Pipe, that she made the Woods
echo again, and alarmed a hungry Hawk who was at
some Distance off, watching for his Prey. He had
no sooner discovered the little Musician, but mak-
ing a Stoop at the Place, he seized her with his
crooked Talons, and bid her prepare for Death.
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Ah ! says she, for Mercy's sake, don't do so bar-

barous a Thing and so unbecoming yourself ; con-

sider, I never did you any wrong, and am but a

poor small Morsel for such a Stomach as yours :

rather attack some larger Fowl, which may bring
you more Credit, and a better Meal, and let me go.

Ay ! says the Hawk, persuade me to it if you can :

I have been upon the Watch all day long, and have

not met with one Bit of any Thing till I caught

you ; and now you would have me let you go, in

hopes of something better, would you ? Pray who
would be the Fool then ?

THE APPLICATION.

They that neglect the Opportunity of reaping a small Advan-

tage in hopes they shall obtain a better, are far from acting upon
a reasonable and well-advised Foundation. The figure of Timte

is always drawn with a single Lock of hair hanging over liis Fore-

head, and the back Part of his Head bald ; to put us in mind,
that we should be sure to lay hold of an Occasion when it pre-
sents itself to us ; lest afterwards we repent us of our Omission

and Folly, and would recover it when it is too late. It is a very
weak Reason to give for our Refusal of an Offer of Kindness,
that we do it because we desire or deserve a better : for it is

Time enough to relinquish the small Affair, when the great One
comes ; if ever it does come. Btit, supposing it should not, how
can we forgive ourseh^es for letting any Thing slip through our

Hands, by vainly gaping after something else, v/hich we never

could obtain ? He who has not been guilty of any of these kind

of Errors, however poorly he may come off at last, has only the

IVIahce of Fortune, or of somebody else, to charge with his ill

Success ; and may applaud himself, with some Comfort, in ne-

ver having lost an Opportunity, though ever so small, of better-

ing and improving his Circumstances. Unthinking People have
oftentimes the Unhappiness to fret and teize themselves with

Retrospects of this kind ; which they, who attend to the Busi'

ness of Life as they ought, never have occasion to make.
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FAB. LXV. The Fox ivithout a Tail.

A FOX being caught in a Steel-Trap, by his Tail,

was glad to compound for his Escape with the Loss
oi it ; but, upon coming abroad into the World,

began to be so sensible ofthe Disgrace such a De-
fect would bring upon him, that he almost wished

he had died, rather than left it behind him How-
ever to make the best of a bad Matter he formed
a Project in his Head, to call an Assembly of the

rest of the Foxes, and propose it for their Imita-

tion, as a Fashion which would be very agreeable
and becoming. He did so ; and made a long Ha-

rangue upon the Unprofitableness of Tails in ge-
neral, and endeavoured chiefly to shew the Auk-
wardness and Inconvenience of a Fox's Tail in par-
ticular, adding, that it would be both more grace-
ful, and more expeditious, to be altogether without
them ; and that, for his part, what he had only

imagined and conjectured before, he now found by-

Experience, for that he never enjoyed himsdf so
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•well, and found himself so easy, as he had done
since he had cut off his Tail. He said no more,
but looked about with a brisk Air to see what Pro-

selytes he had gained : when a sly old Thief in the

Company, v/ho understood Trap, answered him,
with a Leer, I believe you may have found a Con-

veniency in parting with your Tail, and when we
are in the same Circumstances, perhaps we may
do so too.

THE APPLICATION.

IfMen were but generally as prudent as Foxes, they would
not suffer so many silly Fashions to obtain, as are daily brought
in Vogue, for which scarce any Reason can be assigned, besides

the Humour of some coneeiteil vain Creature ; unless, whicli is

full as bad, they are intended topaUiate some Defect in the Per-
son that introduces them. The Petticoat of a whole Sex has been
sometimes swelled to a prodigious Extent, to screen an Eoor-

luity, of which only one of them has been guilty. And it is no
•wonder that Alexander the Great would bring a wry Neck into

Fashion in a Nation of Slaves, when Ave consider what Power
of this Nature some little insignificant dapper Fellows have had

:\mong a free People.
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FAB. LXVI. The Old Man and Death.

A Poor feeble Old Man, who had crawlt d out into

a neighbourini^ Wood to gather a few Sticks, had
made up his Bundle, and laying it over bis Shoul-

ders, was trudging homeward with it ; but, what
with Age, and the Length of the Way. and the

Weight of his Burden, he grew so taint and weak
that he sunkunrlerit ; and, as he sat on the Ground,
called upon Death to come, once for all, and ease
him of his Troubles. Death no sooner heard him,
but he came, and demanded of him what he want-
ed. The poor old Creature, who little thought
Death had been so near, and frighted almost Out of
his Senses with his terrible Aspec, answered him
trembling. That having by chance let his Bundle
of Sticks fall, and being too infirm to get it upl.im-
self, he had made bold to call upon him to help
him ; that indeed this was all he wanted at present ;

and that he hoped his Worship was not offended
with him for the'Liberty he had taken in so doinsr,

K
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THE APPLICATION.

This Fable gives us a lively Representation of the general be-
haviour of Manl'Jnd toward tliat grim King of Terroi-s, Death,
Such Liberties do they take Arith him behind his Back, that,

upon every littie cross Accident vvliich happens in their way.
Death is immediately called upon ; and they even Avish it might
be lawful for them to finish by their own Hands a Life so odious,
so perpetually tormeiHing and rexatious. When, let but Death
only offer to make his Appearance, and the very Sense of his

near Approach almost does the Business : Oii, "then, all they
want is a little longer Life ; ar.d they would be glad to come off

so well, as to have their old Barden laid upon their Shoulders

again. One may well conclude what an utter Aversion they,
who ai-e in Youth, Health, and Vigour of Body, have to Dying,
when Age, Poverty and Wieiehedness, are not snfficientto j-e-

concile us to the Thous'ht.

IIIlRiii!!

FAB. LXVII. The Lion in Love.

rri
—_ Uiof^Izu^iiumSlilllillJjLO

HL Lioii, by chance, saw a fair maid, the For-

ester's Daughter, f.s she vvas tripping over a Lawn>
aafl fell in Love with her. Nay, so violent was his

P^^ssion, that he could not live unlesa he made her

liis own ; so that without any more delay, he broke

Jiis Xvlind to the FuLlicr, and demanded the Dam-
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sel for his Wire. The Man, as odd as the Propo-
sal seemed at first, yet soon recollected, that by

complying-, he might get the Lion into his Power ;

but, by refusing him, should only exasperate and

provoke his Rage. Therefore he consented
;
but

lold him it must be upon these Conditions : That,

considering the Girl wasyoung and tender, he must

agree to let his Teeth be plucked out, and his

Claws cut ofl', lest he should hurt her, or at least

frighten her with the apprehensions of them. Tho
Lion was too much in love to hesitate ; but was
no sooner deprived of his Teeth and Claws, than

the treacherous Forester attacked him with a huge
Cluh, and knocked his Brains out.

THE APPLICATION.

Of all the ill Consequences which may attend that blind Pas-

sion Love, seldom any prove so fatal as that one, of drawing
People into a sudden and ill-concerted Marriage. They commit
a rash Action in the midst of a Fit of Madness, of which, as

soon as they con:ie to theniselve;, they may find reason to re-

pent as long*s they live. Many an unthinking young Fellow

has been treated as much like a Savage in this Respect, as the

Lion i n the Fable. He has, perhaps, had nothing valuable be-

longing to him, but his Estate, and the Writings which niade

his Title to it : and if he is so far captivated, as to be persuaded
to part with these, his Teeth and his Claws are gone, and he lies

entirely at the Mercy of Madam and her Relations. All the

Favour he is to expect after this, is from the accidental Good-
ness of the Family he falls into ; which, if it happens to be of a

]>articular Strain, will not fail to keep lum in a distant subjection,
after they have stript him of all his Power. Nothing but a true

Friendship, and a mutual Interest, can keep up a reciprocal
Love between tlie conjugal Pair

; and when that is wanting,
and nothing but Contempt and Aversion remain to supply the

Place, Matrimony becomes a downright state of Enu.ity and

Hostility : And v/hat a misei-able Case he must be in, who has

put himself and his whole Power into the Hands of his Enemy,
let those consider, who, while they are in their sol>er senses,
abhor the thoughts of being betrayed into their Ruin, by follow*-

ih^ the Impulse of a blind, unheeding Passion.
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TAB. LXVIIL The Lioness and the Fox.

The Lioness and the Fox meeting together, fell

into Discourse ; and the Conversation turning up-
on the Breedinf^, and the Fruitfulness of some liv-

ing Creatures above others, the Fox could not for-

bear taking the Opportunity of observing to the

Lioness, that for her Part, she thought Foxes were

as happy in that Respect as almost any other Crea-

tures : for that they bred constantly once a Year,

if not oftencr, and always had a good litter of Cubs

at every Birth : and yet, says she, there are those

"who are never delivered of more than one at a

Time, and that perhaps not above once or twice

through their whole Life, who hold up their No-

ses, and value themselves so much upon it, that

they think all other Creatures beneath them, and

scarce worthy to be spoken to. The Lioness, who
all the while perceived at whom this Reflection

pointed, was fired with Resentment, and with a

good deal of Vehemence, replied : What you
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have observed may be true, and that not without
Ileason. You produce a £.;reLit many at a Litter,
and often, but what are they, Foxes. I indeed
liave but one at a Time, but you should remember,
that this one is a Lion.

THE APPLibATION.

Our Pi'oductions, of wliatsoever kind, are.not to he entecmed
so mtich by tKe Quantity, .is the Quality ofthens. It is not being
employed much, but well, and to the Purpose, Avhich makes ns
useful to the Age we live in, and celebrated by those which ate
to come. As it is a misfortune to the Countries vhich are in-

vested with them, foi- Foxes, and other Vermin to multiply, so,
one cannot help throwing out a melancholy Reflection, when
one sees some Particulai's of tlie Human kind increase so fast as

they do.

Jjutthe most obyions Meaning of this Fable, is tlie Hint it

gives us in the Relation to Auth.ors. These Gentlemen should

never attempt to raise themselves a Rcputntion, by enximerat-

ing the Catalogue of their Productiojis. Since there is more
Glory in having written one tolerable Piece, than a thousand
indifferent ones ; and whoever has had the good Fortune to

please in one Performance of this Kind, sliould be \eYy cmitio.iis

how he ventures liis Repulatipu in a second.

^2
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FAB. LXTX. The Stac^ and the Fawn.

A Stag, grown old and mischievous, was, accord-

incj to Custom, stamping with his Foot, makinf^
Offers with his.Head, and Bellowing so terribly
that the whole Herd quaked for Fear of him ;

when, one of the little Fawns coming up, addressed

him to this Purpose; Pray, what is the Reason that

you, who are so stout and fornudable at all other

Times, if you do but hear the Cry of the Hounds,
are ready to fly out of your Skin for Fear ? What
you observe is true, replied the Stag, tho' I knov/

not hov/ to account for it. I am indeed vigorous,
and able enough. I think to make my Party good
any where, and often resolve v^ith myself, that no-

thing shall ever dismay my Courage for the fu-

ture : But alas I I no sooner hear the Voice of a

Hound, but all my Spirits fail m.e, and I cannot help

making of! as fast as ever my Legs can carry me.
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THE APPLICATION.

This is the Case of many a Cowardly Bully in the World.
He is disi)Osed to be iiiii>eiious and tyrannical, and to insult his

(;onipiui!ons, and takes all Oi^portunities of acting according to

liis Inclination ; but yet is Cavitioas where he raakes his Haunts,
luid takes Care to have to do Oidy with a Herd of rascally Peo-

ple, as vile and mean as himself. A man of Courage quashes
him wilh a AVord ;

and he who has threatened Death, in every
Sentence for a Twelvemonth together, to those whom he knew
it would aftVight, at the very Frown of an intrepid INIan, has

leapt out of a Window. It is no unpleasant sight to be present
Avhen any of these Gentlemen hai>pen to be disarmed of their

Terror before the Faces of their humble Admuei's : There is

a strange boisterous Struggle betwixt Fear, Shame, and Revenge,
which blinds them with Confusion

; and though they would fain

exert a little Courage, and shew themselves Men, yet, they
know not how ; there is something within Avhich will not suffer

them to do it. The Predominance of Nature will shew itself

upon Occasion, in its true Colours, through all the Disguises
which artful Men endeavour to throw over it. Cowardice, par-

ticularly, gives us but tlie more Suspicion, when it would con-

ceal itself under an aftected F"'ierceness ; as they who would
smother an ill Smell by a eloud of Perfume, are imagined to be

but the more offensive. When we have done all. Nature will

remain what she was, and shew herself whenever she is called

upon ; therefore A^'hatever we do in Contradiction to her Laws,
is so forced and affected, that it must needs expose, and make
us ridiculous. W^e talk Nonsense when we would argue against

it, like Teagxie, who being asked why he fled from his Co-

lours, said his Heart was as good as any in the Regiment, b«t

protested his cov.ardly Legs would rim away with him Avhat-

ever he could do.
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FAE LXX. The Yoiine; Man and the Swallow.

'l^'

A Prodigal young Spendthrift, who wasted his

v/hole Patrimony in Taverns and Gaming Houses

among lewd, idle Company, was taking a melan-

choly Walk near a Brook. It was in the Month
oS. January ; and happened to be one of those warm
sunshiny Days, which sometimes smile upon us

even in that winterly Season of the Year ; and to

make it the more flattering, a Swallow, which had
made his appearance, by Mistake, too soon, flew

skimming along upon the Surface of the Water.
The giddy Youth observing this, witbout any far-

ther Consideration, concluded that Summer was
now come, and that; he should have little or no
Occasion for Clothes, so went and pawned thera

at the Broker's, and ventured the Money for one
Stake more, among his sharping Companions.
When this too was gone the same Way with the

rest, he took another solitary Walk in the same
Place as before. But the Weather being sevcra
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and frosty, had made every thing look with an As-

pect very different from what it did; the Brook'
was quite frozen over ; and the poor Swallow lay
dead upon the Bank of it : The very Sight of

which cooled the young Spark's Brains ; and com-

ing to a kind of Sense of his Misery, lie reproach-
ed ihe deceased Bird, as the Author or all his

Misfortunes : Ah, Wretch, that thou were I says

he, Thou hast undone both thyself, and me, who
was so credulous as to depend upon thee.

THE APPLICATION.

They who frequent Taverns and Gaming Houses, and keep
bad Company, should not wonder if they are reduced in a very
small Time, to Penury and Want. The wretched young fel-

lows who once addict themselves to such a scandalous kind of

Life, scarce think of, or attend to any one thing besides. They
seem to have nothing else in their heads, hut how they may
squander what they have got, and where they may get more
>vhen that is gone. They do not make the same use of their

reason that other People do ; but, like the Jaundice Eye, view

every Thing in that false Light in which their Distemper and

Debauchery represent it. The young Man in the Fable gives
us a very pretty Example of this; he sees a Swallow in the
midst of Winter, and instead of being surprised at it, as a veiy
iiTegular and extraordinary Thing, concludes from thence that

it is Summer; as if he had neer thought before about the
Season. Well, the Result of this wise Conclusion, is of a Piece
with the Conclusion itself : if it is Summer, he shall not want
so many Clothes, therefore he sells them : For what? more
Money to squander away ;

as if (had his Observation been just)
Summer would have lasted all the Year round. But the true

Result and Conclusion of all is this ; when both his Money and
Clothes are irrecoverably gone, he comes to his right Senses ;

is ready to perish with Hunger, to starve with Cold, and to tear
his own Flesh with Kemorse and Vexation, at his foniier Stu-

pidity.
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FAB. LXXI. The An5:1er and the Little Fish.

A Man was angling in a River, and caught a small

Perch
; which, as he was taking off the Hook, and

going to put it into his Basket, opened its Mouth,
and began to implore his Pity, begging that he
would throw it into the River again. Upon the

Man's demanding what Reason he had to expect
such a Favour ? Why, says the Fisii, because at

present, I am but young and little, and conse-

quently not so well worth your while, as I shall

be, if you take me sometime hence, when I am
grown larger. That may be, replies the Man ;

but I am not one of those Fools, who quit a Cer-

tainty in Expectation of an Uncertainty.

THE APPLICATIOX.

This Fahle points mucli the same way as the Sixty-fourth, so

that oue Moral may very well serve foi* both. But the Lessoo

they teach is so useful and instructive, that a Repetition of it is

by no raeans superfluous. The Precept which they would in-

stil into us, is, never to let slip tiie present Opportunity, but to

secure to oUr^elres every little Advantage, just in the Nick that
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it offers, without a vain Reliance upon, and fruitless Expectation
of something better in Time to come. We may cheer up olir

Spirits with hoping for that which Ave cannot at present obtain j

but, at the same Time, let us be sure we give no Occasion of

condemning ourselves for omitting any Thing whicli it was in
our Power to secure.

FAB. LXXII. The Ass and the Lion huntim^.O

1 HE Lion took a Fancy to hunt in Company v/ith

the Ass ; and, to make him the more useful, gave
him Instructions to hide himself in a Thicket^ and
then to bray in the most ugly frightful Manner that

he could possibly contrive. By this means, says
he, you will rouse all the Beasts within the hearing
of you ; while I stand at the Outlets, and take them
as they are Making off. This was done ; and the

Stratagem took Effect accordingly. The Ass
brayed most hideously ; and the timorous Beasts,
not knowing what to make of it, began to scour
off as fast as they could ;

when the Lion, who was

posted at a proper Avenue, seized and devoured

thenij as he pleased. Having got hi^ Belly full,
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he called out to the Ass, and bid him leave
off,

telling him, he had done enout^h. Upon this, the

lop-eared Bruie came out of his Ambush, and ap-

proaching the Lion, asked him, \Tith an Air of

Conceit, how he liked his Performance ? Prodi-

giously ! says he
; you did so well, that I protest,

had I not known your Nature and Temper, i might
have been frighted myself.

THE APPLICATION.

A bragging cowardly Fellow may impose upon People that do
not know him ; but is the greatest jest imagiHable to those that

do. There are many Men, who appear very terrible and big
in their Manner of expressing 'hemselves, and, if you could be

persuaded to take their own Word for it, are perfect Lions ;

vho, if one takes the Pains to inquire a little into their true

Nature, are as arrant Asses as ever brayed.

FAB. LXXIIL The Sensible Ass.

An old Fellow was feeding an Ass in a fine green
Meadow ; and being alarmed with the sudden

approach of the Enemy, was impatient with the

Ass to put l)imself forward, and fly with all the
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Speed that he was able. The Ass asked him,
Whether or no he thought the Enemy would clap
two Pair of Panniers upon his Back ? The Man
said, \'o, there was no Fear of that. Why then,

says the Ass, I'll not stir an Inch ;
for wiiat is it

to me who my Master is, since I shall but carry

my Panniers, as usual.

THE APPLICATION.
This Fable shews us, how much in the wrong the poorer

Sort of J'eople most commonly are, when they are under any
concern about the Revolutions of a Government. All the Al-
teration %¥hich they can feel, is, in tlieName of their Sovereigu,
or some sach important Tiifle

; hut they cannot well be poorer,
or made to work harder than they <iid before. And yet, how
are they sometimes imposed upon, and draAvn in, by the Artifi-

ces of a fe,v mistaken or designing Men, to foment Factions,
and raise Rebellions, in Cases Avhei'e they can get nothing by
the Success : but, if they miscarry, are in Danger of suffering
au igoomicious untimely Death.

FAB. LXXIV The Boastinp- Traveller.

llllilll!!ll!l!imimniia.,nnMuillTIIlllIlll

One who had been abroad, at his Return home a=

gain, was giving an Account of his Travels ; and,

among other Places, said he had been at Rkodss)
L
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where he had so distinguished himself in Leaping',
an Exercise that City was famous for, that not a
Rhodian could come near him. When those who
were present did not seem to credit this Rjlation

so readily as he intended they should, he took some

pciins to Convince them of it by O iths and Protes-

tations ; upon which, one of tlie Comp-u;;!j risiui^

up, told him, he need not give himself so much
Trouble about it, since he would put bbn in a

Way to demonstrate it in fact ; which was, to sup-

pose the Place they were in to be Rhode^^ and lo

perform his extraordinary Leap over again; The
lioaster, not liking this Proposal, sat down Cjuietly,
and had no more to say for himself.

THE APPLICATION.

It is veiy weak, in ail Men, as well tliose wlio hj\ve traTei-

fed, as those avIio have not, to be solicitous with theii' Coiupa-
By to believe them, when they are relating a Platte;." of Facr,
ill Avhich themselves were a Party concerned. For iSie rxiore

urgent a Man appears at such a Time, in order to gain Credit,
the more his Audience is apt to suspect the Truth of what he
relates. Tliey perceive his Vanitj' is touclied, more than liis

Llonour, and that it is his Ability, not his Veracity, w?iich he
cannot bear to have questioned. And indeed, thoagh a !Miuj
were ever so fully satisfied of such a Truth himself, he should

consider, that he is still as far from being able to ct)nviQe«

others, as if he were altogether ignorant of it. Therefore, ia
all Cases, where proper Vouchers are expected, we had better
be contented to keep our Exploits to ourselves, than appear
ridiculous, by contending to have them believed.

How much more then should travelled Gentleraai have a
c^lre how they import Lies and Inventions of their own, frora fo-

reign Parts, and attempt to vend them at home for staple
Truths, Every Time they utter a Falsehood they are habie,
not only to be suspected by the Company in general, but to be
detected and exposed by some particular Person, who mav
Jiave been at the same Place, and perliaps know hov/ to cca-
^ ict them of thQJr Forgery, eveij to a Deraousiratiou.
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FAB. LXXV. The Brother and Shi€Y.

iljiiil^M I

Certain Man had two Children, a Son and a

Daughter. The Boy bectutiFul and handsome

enough ; the Girl not quite so well. They were
both very young, and happened, one Day, to be

playing near the Looking-Giass, which stood up-
on their Mother's Toilet ; the Boy, pleased with

the Novelty of the Thing, viev/ed himself for some

Time, and, in a wanton roguish Manner, took no-

tice to the Girl, how handsome he was. She re-

lented it, and could not bear the insolent way in

ivhlch he did
;
for she understood it (as how could

she do other-tvise) intended for a d.rect affront to

iier. Therefore she ran immediately to her Fa-

ther, and, with a great deal of Aggrdvation, com-

plained Of her Brother; particularly, for having
acted so effeminate a Part as to look in a Glass,
and meddle with Things which belonged to Wo-
men only* TheFather embracing them both, with

ip.uch Tenderness and Affection, told them, that
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he should like to have them both look in the Glass

every Day ;
to the Intent that you, says he to the

Boy, if you think that Face of yours handsome,

iTiay not disgrace and sjioil it by an ugly Temper,
find a foul Behaviour. You, says he, speaking to

the Girl, that you may make up for the Defects of

your person, if there be any, by the sweetness

Gi your Manners, and the Agreeableness of your
Conversation.

THE APPLICATIOX.

There is scarce any Thing we see in the Wovkl, especially
v/hat belongs to, and hangs about our own Person, but is capa-
h\e of affording us Matter for some serious and useful Consi-

deration. And this Fable, notwithstanding the Scene of it is

laid at the very BLginning and Entrance of Life, yet utters a
Doctrine worthy the Attention of every Stage and Degree
thereof, from the Child to the Old Man. Let each ofus take a

Glass, and view himself considerately. He that is vain and self-

conceited, will find Beauties in eveiy Feature, and his Avhole

Shape will be Avitbout Fault. Let it be so
; yet, if he would be

oon)plete, he must take Care that the inward Man dees not de-

tract from and disgrace the outward ; that the Depra>ity of his

Manners does not spoil his Face, nor Wrongness of his Beha-
viour distort his Limbs ; or which is the same Thing, mak- his

•whole Person odious and detestable to the Eye of his Beholders.

Is any one modest in this respect, and diffident of liimself ? Or
has he indeed Blemishes and Imperfections, which may depre-
ciate him in the Sight of Mankind ? Let him strive to improve
the Faculties of the Mind, where perhapsNature has not crampt
him ; and to excel in the Beauties of a good Temper and an

agreeable Conversation, the CI.arms of %\liich jre so n.uch

more lasting and unalterably endearing, than those of the other

Sort. They who are Beautiful in Person, have tlis peculiar

Advantage, that vvitli a moderate Regard to Complaisance
and good Manners they bespeak every one's opinion in their

Favour. But then, be the Outside of alMan ever ?o rough and

uncouth, if his acquired Accomplishments are bit sweet and.

engaging, how easily do we overlook the rest, ard value him,
like an oriental Jewel, not by a glittering Outsiile, Avhich is

common to baser Stones, but by his true intrinsii3 "Worth, his

bright imagination, his clear Reason, and the tratsparent Sin-

eeritv of his honest Heart.
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FAB. LXXVI. The Collier avd the Fuller.

J- KE Collier and the Fuller, being old Acquaint-
ance, happened upon a Time to meet together ;

and the latter, being but ill provided with a Habi-

tation, was invited by the former, to come and
live in tlie same House with him. I thank you,
jTiY dear Fiiend, replies the Fuller, for your kind
oB'er ; but it cannot be : For if I were to dwell
with you, whatever I should take pains to scour and
inake clean in the Morning, the Dust of you and

your Coals would blacken and defile, as bad as

ever, before Night.

THE APPLICATION.

It is cf no small Impoi-tance in Life, to be cautioixs vliat

Corapany we keep, and with whom we enter into Friendships :

Pci- though we are ever so welJ disposed ourselves, and happea
to be ever so free from Vice andDehsmciiery, yet if those with

"xrliom we frequently converse, are engaged in a lewd, wicked

Course, it will be almost impossible for us to escape being drawn
in with tilcm.

If we are truly wise, and would shun those Siren Rocks of

Pleasure, upon which so many have split before u?, we should

L2
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forbid ourselves all manner of Commerce and Correspondence
v/ith those who are steering a Course, wliich Reason tells us is

not only not tor our Advantage, but would end in our Destruc-
tion.

All the Virtue we can boast of, will not be siifficient to in-

sure us if we embark in bad Company : For, thouisjh oui- Pliilo-

sophy were such, as we could preserve ourselves tVora being
tainted and infected with their Manners, yet their Character
Arould twist and entwine itself along with ours, in so intricate a

Fold, that the \\ orld would not take the Trouble to unravel
and separate them. Reputations are of a subtile insinuating

Texture, like Water ; that which is derived fron; the clearest

Spring, if it chances to mix with a foul Current, runs on, un-

distinguished, in one muddy Stream for the future, and must
for ever partake of the Colour and Condition of its Associate.

FAB. LXXVII. The Fox and the Vizor-Mask.

lillllill 11 ii Illlllll^^^SSfiiiiilil]!

A Fox being in a Shop where Vizo*' -Masks
were sold, laid his Foot upon one of ihem, and

considering it a while attentively, at last broke

out into this Exclamation : Bless me ! says he,

what a handsome goodly Figure this makes ? What
pity is itj that it should w»nt Brains I
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THE APPLICATION.

Tliis is levelled at that numerous part of Mankind, who, out
of their ample Fortunes, take Care to accomplish tliemselves
•with every Thing but common Sense. In short, the Avjjole

World is a Masquerade : and a Man of a tolerable Taletit for

Observation, may entertain himself as well in the mixt Assem-
blies he meets with in Life, as at the most magnificent expen-
sive Tievels provided and ordered for that purpose. IMany of
tiie Faces one meets with among the gay tVolick Part of our

Species, if seai-ched for Brains, would appear as arrant Vizors
as that in the Fable.

FAB. LXXVIII. The Two Frog's.

One hot sultry Summer, the Lakes and Pounds

being almost every where dried up, a couple of

Frogs agreed to travel together in Search of Wa-
ter. At last they came to a deep Well, and sit-

ting upon the Brink of it, began to consult, whe-

ther they should leap in or no. One of them was

for it ; urging, that there was plenty of clear

Spring water, and no Danger of being disturbed.

^Vellj says the other, all this may be true j
and
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yer I cannot come into your Opinion for my Life :

For, if the Water should happen to dry up here

too, how should we get out again ?

THE APPLICATION.

The Moral of this Fable isfhitended to put us in Mind io look

before we leap. That we should not undertake any Action ot"

Iniportance, -without considering first, what the event of it is

like to prove, and how we shall be able to come oif, upon such
and such Provisos. A good Genej al does not think he dimin-
ishes any Thi:»g of his Chiiracter, when he looks forward be-

yond the main Action, and concerts Measures, in case there
should be Occasion for a safe Retreat.

How many unfortunate Matches are struck every Day for

want of this wholesome Consideration ? Profuse living, and ex-

tra''agant Gaming, botli which terminate in the Ruin of those

that follow them, are most owing to a Neglect of this Precau-
tion. W'cked Counsellors advise, and ignorant Princes exe-

cute those Things, which afterwards they often dearly repent.
Wai's are begun by this blind Stupidity, from which a State is

not able to extricate itself, with either Honour or Safety ; and

Proj'^cts are encouraged by the rash Accession of those, who
never considered how they were to get out, until they liad

plunged themselves irrecoverably into them.



i^iSOP'S FABLES. 129

FAB. LXXIX. The covetous Man.

A. Poor covetous Wretch, who had scraped toge-
ther a good Parcel of Money, went and dug a Hole
in one of his Fields, and hid it. The great Plea-

sure of his Life was to go and look upon his Trea-

sure, once a Day, at least : which one of his Ser-

vants observing, and guessing there was some-

thing more than ordinary in the Place, came at

Night, found it, and carried it off. The next Day,
returning as usual, to the scene of his Delight, and

perceiving it had been ravished av/ay from him, he

tore his Hair for Grief, and uttered the doleful

Complaints of his Despair to the Woods and Mea-
dows. At last, a Neighbour of his, who knew his

Temper, overhearing him, and being informed of

the Occasion of his Sorrow, Cheer up, Man I says

he, thou hast lost nothing ; There is the Hole for

thee 10 go and peep at still
; and if thou canst but

fancy the Money there, it will do just as well.
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THE APPLICATION.

Of all the Ajjpetites to which human Nature is subject, none
is S'» sti'on,a:, so lasting, and at the same Tii.ie so un^kCeountuble,
as that of Avarice. Oui- oilier Desires ii^eni^raliy cool and slaok-

eu at the Vijp.oach of old Age ; but this flonrishes aadcr gray
Hau's, and lriuiii|)hs atnilst Imnot.er.ce and Infirmity. All oui

o«her Longings have soiuething to be said in Excuse for them,
let them be hi wliat Time of Life soevc;r. But it is above Rea-

son, and therefore trul\ ii»compreliensible, •why a Man sliould be

passionately foid of Money, only for the sake of gazing upon it.

JVescit quidvaleat vV^fw;nMS, quem p,:^bsat Usum.

H s Ti'easure is as useful to him as a lieap of Oyster-Shelis ;

for thou,:rh he knows how many substantia! Pleasures it is able

to prdcure, .('t lie dares not toucji jl ; and is as destitute of Mo-
ney, to all Interns and Purposes, as the Man who is not worth
a Groat.

TJiis is the true Slate of a covetous Person. To which one
of the Fraternity may possibly make this Reply, That, wiien
we have said all since Pleasure is the grand Aim of Life, if

there arises a Delight to some ])articular Persons from the bare

Possession of Riches, though they do not, nor even intend to

make use of them, we may be puzzled how to account for it,

and thitik it ve.'-y stri.n' e, but ought not absolutely to condemn
the Men who thus closely, but innocently, pursue what they es-

teem tlie greatest Hapniness.
True

-, Peopb' would be in the Wrong to paint Covetousness
in such odious Colours, were it bit compatible with Innocence.
But here arises the ^fischief, a truly covetous ^Man will stick

at nothing to attain his Enus, and when once Avarice takes the

Field, Honesty, Charity, Humanity, and, to be brief, everj' Vir-
tue which opposes it, is sui'e to be put to the Rout.

i
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FAB. LXXX. The Eagle, tht Cat, and the Sow,

i lilillliiin^^^^^mrnwili

An Eagle hud biiiit her NesUipoiUbel'op Branch-
es of an Oak. A wild Cat inhabited a Hole in the

Middle ; and, in the hollow Part at Bottom, was a

Sow, with a whole Litter of Pigs. A happy Neigh-
bourbood : and might long- have continued so, had
it not been for tlie wicked insinuations of the de-

signing Cat. For, first of all, up she crept to the

Eagle ; aiid,good Neighbour, saj's she, we shall be
all ur...one ;

That filthy Sow yonder, does nothing-
but lie rooting at the Foot of the Tree, and, as I

suspect, intends to grub it up, that she may the
more easily come at our Young Ones. For ray
Part, I will take care of my own Concerns ; you
may do as you please ; but I will watch her Bio-

tions, though 1 stay at home this Month for it.

When she had said this, which conld not fail of

putting the Eagle into a great Fright, down she

went, and made a Visit to the Sow at the Bottom ;

and, putting on a sorrowful Face, IhopCj says she.
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you do not intend to go abroad to Day. Why not ?

says the Sow ; Nay, replies the other, you may do
as you please ; but I overheard the Eagle tell her

young ones, that she would treat them with a Pig,
the first Time she saw you go out ; and I am not

sure but she may take up with a Kiiten in the

mean Time ; so, good-morrow to you ; you will

excuse me, I must go and take care of the little

Folks at home. Away she went accordingly ; and

by contriving to steal out soflly a Nights for her

Prey, and to stand watching and peeping ail Day
at her Hole, as under great Concern, she made
such an Impression upon the Eagle and the Sow,
that neither of them dared venture abrotid, for fear

of the other. The Consequence of which was,
that themselves, and their youi.g Ones, in a little

Time, were all starved, and made Prize of, by the

treacherous Cat and her Kittens.

THE APPLICATIOX.

This shews us the ill Consequence which may attend the giv-

ing Ear to a gossiping doubled-tongued Neighbour, Tiie 3Iis-

chiefs occasioned by such a Creduhty, are innumerable, and too

notorious not to be observed every where. Many sociable,

well-dispose<l Families, have been blown up into a perpetual
Discord and Aversion to each other, by one of these wicked Go-
betweens. So that, whoever would thoroughly acquit himselfof
the Imputation of being a bad Neighbour, should guard him-
self both against receiving ill impressions by Hearsay, and ut-

tering his Opinions of others to those inquisitive Busy-bodies,
who, in case of Scandal, can magmfy a Gnat to the size of a

Camel, and s^^ell a MolehiU up to a Mountain.
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FAB. LXXXI. The Goat and the Lion.

The Lion seeing the Goat upon a steep craggy
Rock, where he could not come at him, asked him
what delight he could take to skip from one Pre-

cipice to another, all Day, and venture the break-

ing of his Neck every Moment ; I wonder, says

he, you won*t come down, and feed on the Plain

here, where there is such Plenty of good Grass,
and fine sweet Herbs. Why, replies the Goat, I

cannot but say your opinion is right ;
but you look

so very hungry and designing, that, to tell you the

Truth, I do not care to venture my Person where

you are.

THE APPLICATION.

Advice, though good in itself, is to be suspected, when it is

given by a tricking self-interested Man. Perhaps "we should take

upon ourselves, not only a very great, bat an unnecessary Trou-
ble, if Ave were to suspect every Man Avho goes to advise us.

But this, however, is necessary, that, Avhen we have Reason to

question any one in Point of Honour and Justice, we not only
consider well befoj^e we suffer ourselves to be persuaded Ij}"M
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blm, but even resolve to have nothing to do in any Affair, where
such treacherous Flippei'y Sparks are concerned, if we can
avoid it without much Inconvenience.

FAB. LXXXII. The Lion and the Fro^.

iiiiiiiiiliffia^SSSB^

The Lion, hearing an odd Kindof a hollow Voice,
and seeins^ no body, started up ; he listened again,
and perceiving the Voice to continue, even trem-

bled and quaked for fear. At last, seeing a Frog
crawl out of the Lake, and finding that the Noise
he had heard, was nothing but the Croaking of that

little Creature, he went up to it, and partly out of

Anger, partly Contempt, spurned it to Pieces with

his feet.

THE APPUCATION.

This Fable is a pretty Image of the vain Fears and empty
Terrors, with which our weak misguided Nature is so apt to be
alarmed aud distracted. If we hear but ever so little Noise
which we are not able to account for immediately, nay, of en
before we give ourselves time to consider about it, we are

struck with Fear, and laboiu' under a most uon^aiily unrgasona-
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lie Ti'epklation. More especially, if the Alarm happens -whea
ve are alone, and in the ilark. These notions are iiigrafied in

our Minds very early ; we suck them in with our Nurse's Mi;k ;

and theretbre it is the more difficult, wlien he are growii u[),
and ashamed of them, to root thejn out of our Nature. ^;ut,
in order to it, it is well worth our while to observe, that the
most learned, the most ingenu.us, and candid Vv'iiters, in all

Ages, have ridiculed and exploded the Belief of such Piiantoir.s,
as the Meaker part of Mankind are apt to be terrified wiiii :

intimating, that Goblins, Specti'es, Apparitions, Fwries, Ghoois,
&c. were intended by Knaves tofnght Fools with.

Fear is a natural Passion ; and its use is, to put us upon our
guard against Danger, by alarming the Spirits. Now ail Pas-
sions should be kept iu a state of Subjection : for though they
are good, useful Servants, yet, if once tiiey get the better, ih.ey

prove the most domineeriHg Tyrants imaginable ; nor do any
of fhem treat us i:j so slavish and abject a Manner, as that of
fear. It unnerves a 'd enfeebles our Limbs, precio.-tates or fet-

ters our Undersiaiiding : and, at the same Time that it repre-
sents a Danger jiear citHand, disarms, and makcs^ as incapable
of defending ourselves against it. This is the Cast -^ven in res-

pect of real Dangers, as Fire, Thieves, or vio^^nt Enemies ;

and, even in this case, a Man of either Sense or Honour would
be ashamed to be detected of such a Weakness. But when the
Caase of our Alarm is groundless, and subsists no whe.-e but
in our own childish Iinagi'iation, we should not only take caro
how we expose ourselves upo' that aijcount, but resolee to man
our Understaniiiiig with Tleasoii and Fortitucif er.oughto main-
tain it against the Attacks of every little imaginary Phantom.
Even ihose wlnj have th«a-oughiy reasoned the Point, may vet

retain something of the old Woo a. ii> thi ir Minds, which hav-

ing taken Root too deep to be entirely piuckerl out, may some-
times surprise them in an u;.guarded Moment, and make them
start like the Lion in the Fahie : But then they iresently recol-
lect th<:mselves, fud as he <lid, treat the C«tise of thek^ Delu-
sion with the utmost contempt.



136 ^SOP'S FABLES.

FAB. LXXXIII. The Fir-Tree and the Bramble.

A. lail straight Fii- 1 lec, Lliat stood towering up
in the midst of the Forest, was so proud of his

Dignity and high Station, that he overlooked the

little Shrubs which grew beneath him. A Bram-

ble, being one of the inferior throng, could by no
j

means brook this haughty carriage, and therefore

took him to task, and desired to know what he

meant by it Because, says the Fir-tree, I look

upon myself as the first Tree for Beauty and Rank
of any in the Forest : My spiring Fop shoots up
into the Clouds, and my Banches display them-
selves with a perpetual Beauty and Verdure ;

while you lie groveling upon the Ground, liable

to be crushed by every Foot that comes near you,
and impoverished by the luxurious Drippings
which fall from my Leaves. All this may be true,

replied the Bramble. But when the Woodman
has marked you out for Public Use, and the sound-

ing Ax comes to be applied to your Root, I am
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mistaken if you would not be glad to change Con-
diiions with the very worst of us.

THE xiPPLICATION.

If the Great v/ere lo reckon upon the Mischiefs to which they
are ex[)Oset', and pooi- i)nvate Meucoiisuler i'iie-Daiig'ci's which

they tixuny Tiiiies esf-npe, \»ureiy by hcins: so. noiwithsta!!(hiig

the soeniing Differeni l ihere appears to be hetweevi theni, it

would be n*> sucii . asy Matter, as mc.;i Peor-le ihmk it, to deter-

luinc ^vhich CoDCiitior. is tLe more preferable. A reasoi:a:oie

MdM would Jcclat-e ia Favour of ihv; letter, without iht Jcast

Hesitation, «s kiiOrtii.g upon what a stef^Jy and safe Securi'} it

is es^tblished. For the hii^her a Man is exalted, tbe fairer Mark
he tives, and the more unlikely he is to escape a Storm.
What little Fntindation thereiore has the greatest Favoiu'ite of

Fortusie to behave hims- If with Insolence to those below him;
whose Circumstances, tr.'Ugh he is so elated with Pride, as to

despise tht.nri, are, in tiie E; e of every prudent Man, more eli-

gible thai! his own, ard .'such ?s he himstl^', wheu the Dav of

Account comes, will -wish he had never '^xci-eded. For, as the

Kiches which many overgrown Great Ones call the Gnoiis of

Fortune, are seldom any other than the Goods of the Public,
which they have Jmp-.dently and feloniously taken, so public
Justice generally overtakes them in the End : and whatever
thc.r Life may have been, their Death is as ignojninious and uji-

pitJed J as that of the meanest and most obscure Thief.

M 2
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FAB. LXXXIV. The Bull and the Goat.

r^i
1 HE Buii Ueiij^ puibued by J-H^ Liun, niude to-

wards a Cave, in which he designed to secure him-
self ;

but was opposed just at the Entrance by a

Goat who had got Possession before him, and

threatening a Kind of Defiance with his Horns,
seemed resolved to dispute the pass with him.

The Bull, who thought he had no Time to lose in

a Contest of this Nature, immediately made oft'

again ;
but told the Goat, that it was not for Fear

ov him or his Defiances : For, says he, if the Lion
v,-ere not so near, I would soon make you know the

Difference between a Bull and a Goat.

THI-: APPLICATION.

It is very inhumane to (leny Succour and Coraforl to People \n

Tribulation ; but to insult them, and add to the Weight of their

Misfortunes, is somelliing superlatively Brutish and cruel.

There is, however, in the Woild, a Sort of Wretches of this

vile Temper, that wait for an Opportunity of asgi'avatiiig llitir

Neighbour's Affliction, and defer the Execution of their e\il

laciinaticus until they can do it to the best Advantiise. If any
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one labours under au expensive LaAv-Suit, lest he sliould escape

Troin that, o:ie of these Gentlemen will take care to arrest him
in a second Action ; hoping, at least, to keep him at bay, while

the more powerful Adversaiy attacks him on the otlier Side-

One cannot consider this Temper, Vvithout observing something

remarkably cowardly in it ; foi' these whiffling Antagonists
never begin their Encounter, until they are sure the Person

they aimat is already overmatched.

TAB. LXXXV. The Fowler and the Blackbird.

A Fowler was placing his Nets, and putting his

Tackle in order, by the side of a Copse, when a

Blackbird, v/ho saw him, had the Curiosity to in-

quire what he was doing. Says he, I am building
aCity foryou Bir^s to live in; and providing it

I "with Meat, and all Manner of Conveniencii s for

[you. Having said this, he departed nd hid him-

Iself; and the Blackbird, believing his Wcrds,
came into the Nets, and was taken. But m hen
Ithe Man came up to take hold of 1. m, If this,

Isays he, be your Faith and Honesty, ai.d these the
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Cities you build, I am of Opinion, you will have
but few Inhabitants.

THE APPLICATION.

Metlunksthis Fowler acled a part very like that v/hich some
Ki'ij's or Rulers of ihc P'_'Ople *\o : when they tell them, that

the Projects, which they have contrived with a separate View,
atul for their own private interests, are laid for the B-'uefit of
all tiiat will co'Tie into them. And to such the Blackbird truly

speaks, when he affirms, that Erectors of such Schemes will find

but few to stick hy them at the long run.

We exclain\ against it, as something very base and dishonest,
when those of a differojt Nat'Ou, and eveii our Enemies, break
the Faith Avhich they have publicl- plighted, and ti'ick us out of
our Properties. But what must we call it, when Governors
thcroselves circumvent their own People, and, contrary to the

Terins upon which they are admitted to govern, contrive Traps
and Gins to cat c'li and insnare them in? Such Governors may
succeed in their Plot the first Time : but must not be surprised,
if those who have once escaped their Clutches, never have Opi-
nion enough of them to tmsl them for the future.
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FAB. LXXXVI. Jupiter and Pallas.

/ijiiir

lliiiiiiHilluillliillilltlllinnSS^stmiEiiini!

Once upon a lime, tiie Heatnea viov s ima a

mind to adopt, each a particular Tree, into their

Patronage and Tuition. Jufiiter chose the Oak ;

Venus was pleased to name the Myrtle ; Apollo

pitched upon the Laurel ; Cijbele took the Pine,
and Hercules the Poplar. Pallas beinp^ present,

expressed her Admiration at their Fancy, in mak-

ing Choice of Trees that bore nothing. O, says
Jufiiter^ the Reason of that is plain enough, for vvc

would not be thought to dispense our Favours
with any mercenary View. You may do as you
please, says she, but let the Olive be my Tree ;

and I declare that my P^easori for choosing it is,

because it bears Plenty of noble useful Fruit.

L^pon which, the Thunderer, putting on a serious

composed Gravity, spoke thus to the Goddess :

Indeed, Daughter, it is not without Justice that

you are so celel^rated for your Wisdom : for, un-

less some Benefit attends our Actions, to perform
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them only for the sake of Glory, is but a silly Bu-
siness.

THE APPLICATION.

This Fsble is to put us in Mind, that we should intend some-

thing useful and bentficirti in all our xVctions. Tq undertake

Things «ith no other »iew but that of eni[»ty Gloi y, ivhatever

some curious Drcanjers may fancy, is employing our Time after

a very idle, foolish Manner. The AlUiighty created the World
out of his infinite Goodness, for the Good of his Creatures, and
Tiot out of a Passion for Giory, -which is a vain, silly,

mean
Principle And v'hcn we talk of glorifying the Author of our

Being, if we think reasrinably, we must mean shewing our
Gratituile tohiro,by imitating this Goodness of his, as far as we
are able, and endcavourii g to make some Good or other the Aim
of ail our Undertakings. For if empty Glory be unworthy the

Pursuit of a wist Man, how vastly improper must it be to

make an offering of it to an all-wise Deity.

N.*-l' t 'rhV:^y rj-nr^ Hip Bramhlc.

A Fox hrird pvfssed by the Hounds, Avas getting
over a Hedt^e, but tore his Foot upon a Bramble
^vhlch grew just in the midst of it ; upon which he

reproached the Bramble for his unhospitable Cru-
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elty, in using a Stranger, who had fled to him for

Protection, after such a barbarous Manner. Yes,

says the Bramble, you intv^nded to have niude nie

serve your Turn, 1 know : but take this Piece of

advice with ycu for the future, Never lav hold of

a Bramble a^ain, as you tender your sweet Person ;

for laying hold is a Privilege that belongs to us

Brambles, and wc do not care to let it go out of

the Family.

TflE APPUCATIOX.

Impertinent People, who are most apt to take Liberties with

others, are geneially the most surpristci, if they are retorted,

upon, with any Severity; though they, of aU People, have the
least reason to expect Quarter. It cannot but be pleasant to in-

different Spectators, Avhen tliey see one of tins Fraternity meet
with his match, ami beaten at his own ^\'eapuns. He that is

known to be an ill Man, may be hurt un pitied ; his Misfor-
tunes are conferred upon him to the Satisfaction of him that
occasions them ; and we do not look uj^on him as an Object of

Pity, but an Example of Justice
This Fable has an eye to a Moral which has been already

drawn from some others ; and advises us to be cautious whom
we lay hold on, or meddle with, in too familiar a v ay : For,
those who can lay hold aga.n, and perhaps are better qualified
fdr it ttaa oui-selves, are cai'efuily to be avoided^
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FAB. LXXXVIII. The Cat and the Mice.

A. Certain House was much infested with mice :

but at last they got a Cat, who catched and eat

every Day some of them. The Mice finding their

Numbers grew thin, consulted what was best to

be done for the Preservation of the Public, from
the Jaws of the devouring Cat. They debated,
and came to this Resolution, That no one should

go down below the upper Shelf. The Cat, ob-

serving the Mice no longer came dov»'n as usual,

hungry, and disappointed of her Prey, had Re-
course to this Stratagem ; she hung by her hinder

Legs on a ^q^x, which stuclv in the Wall, and made
as if she had been dead, hoping by this Lure to

entice the Mice to come down. She had not been
in this Posture long, before a cunning old Mouse

peeped over the ^'\^^ of the Shelf, and spoke
thus : Aha, my good Friend ! are you there ?

there may you be ! I would not trust myself with

yoU; tliQUgh your Skin were stuffed with Straw-.
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THE APPLICATION:

I'rudeat Folks never trust those a second time, who liave dg-
«9eived tliem once. And indeed, we cannot well be too cautious
in following this Rule ; lor upon Examination, we shall find.
That most of the Misfortunes which befall us proceed from oui*

too great Credulity. They that know how to suspect, without
hurting or exposing tliemselves, until Honesty comes to be
more in Fashion, can never suspect too much.

FAB. LXXXIX. The Fox and the Countryman.

^
— HHm08MTnwimUlM8oauiMBB«BiMHia«A Fox being hard hunted, and having run u ion^

Chase, was quite tired. At last he spied a Coun-
try Fellow in a Wood, to whom he applied for

Refuge, entreating that he would give him leave
to hide himself in his Cottage, until the Hounds
were gone by. The Man consented, and the Fox
went and covered himself up close in a corner of
the Hovel. Presently the Hunters came up, and
inquired of the Man, if he had seen the Fox. No
says he, I have not seen him indeed : But all the
while he pointed with his linger to the Place where
the Fox was hid. Ho^rever, the Hunters did not

N



U& oESOP'S FABLES.

understand him, but called oiF the Ilounus, and
went another way. Soon after, the Fox, creeping
out of his Hole, was going to sneak off ; when
the Man calling after him, asked him if that was
his manners, to go away without thanking his Be-

nefactor, to whose Fidelity he owed his Life. Rey-
7iard^ who had peeped all the while ; and seen

what passed, answered, I know what Obligations
I have to you, well enough ; and I assure you, if

your Actions had but been agreeable to your
Words, I should have endeavoured, however un-

capable of it, to have returned you suitable thanks.

THE APPLICATION.

Sincerity is a most beautiful Virtue : but there are some,
fthose Natures are so poor-spirited and cowardly, that they are

not capable of exerting it. Indeed, unless a IMan be steady and
constant in all his Actions, he wUl hardly deserve the Name o€

Sincere. An open Enemy, though more violent and terrible, is

,not hoAvever so odious and detestable as a false friend. To pre-
tend to keep another's Counsel, and appear in their Interest^

-while underhand we are giving Intelligence to their Enemies, is

treacherous, knavish, and base. There are some People in the

'World vei'y dextrous at this kind of Defamation ; and can, -while

they seem most vehement in the Commendation or Defence of

.a Friend, throw out a Hint which shall stab their Reputation

deeper, than the most malicious Weapon brandished at thena

15 a public JMajln.er, co^uld have been capable of dt)ing».
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FAB. XC. A Man bit by a Dog.

„-ivi;if;;^=^.ai«i9llHI.

A. Man who had been sadly torn by a Dog, was
advised by some old Women as a Cure, to dip n
Piece of Bread in the Wound, and give it to the
Cur that bit him. He did so ; and Mnofi happen-
ing to pass by just at the same Time, asked him,
what he meant by it ? The Man informed him :

Why then, says JEsofi^ do it as privately as you
can, I beseech you ; for if the rest of the Dogs of

the Town were to see you, we should ail be eat up
alive by them.

THE APPLICATIO:>r.

Nothing contributes so roiicli to the Increase of Roguery, as
when the Undertakings of a Rogiie are attended witli success.

If it were not for Fear of punishment, a great Part of Mankind,
who now make a shift to keep themsehes honest, would ap-
pear great Villains ; but if Criminals, instead of meeting with

Punishments, were, by having been such, to attain Honour and
Preferment, our natural Inclination to Mischief would be im-

proved, and we should be wicked out of Emulation.
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FAB. XCI. Fortune and the Boy,

A Boy was sleeping by the Side of a Well. For-
tune saw him, and came and waked him, saying,

Pr'ythee, good Child, do not lie sleeping here ; for

if you should fall in, no body would impute it to

you, but lay all the blame upon me. Fortune.

THE APPLICATION.

Poor Fortune has a gi'eat deal thrown upon her indeed ; and
otteBtimes very unjustly too. Those of our Actions which are

attended with Success, though often owing to 6ome Accident
or other, we ascribe, without any Scruple, to some particular
Merit or good Quality, in ourselves ; but when any of our Do-

ings miscarry, though probably through our own Insufficiency
or Neglect, all the ill Consequence is imputed to Fortune, and
we acquit ourselves of having contributed any thing towai'ds it.

The silliest Part of each Sex, when they dispose of them-
selves indiscreetly and disadvantageously in Marriage, and have

nothing else to say in Excuse, cry out, O there is a Fate in

every Thing, and there is no resisting Fate, &c. But these

People should take Notice, that, as they have a very good Pro-
verb on their Side, in Relation to Fortune already, it is highly
unreasonable in them to claim more than their Share, and to

ascribe the ill Success of their own foolish Negociations, to the
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Alanagement oF Fortune. Probably, the first occasion of con-

fining tlic Smiles of Fortune to Peojile of this Stamp more par-

licularlv, might arise from the improbability oftheir succeeding

by any "Art, or right Application of their own. And therefore,

fey an opposite Rule, the Wise and Industinous only should be

entitled to ill Luck, and Iiaveit in their Power to charge For-

tune Avith every Loss and Cross which befalls them : for it,

v'lien they have concerted their Measures judiciously, and been

vigilant and active in their Business, Matters refuse still to an-

swer Expectatiorj, they must be allowed to have vei-y hard

Fortune : but Fools have not tlie least Right to take hold of

•1 his Handle.

FAB.XCII. The Mule:

^..3llin!llIllll»cnniniiill!IlllSllllllllllfflllllllUM^

A MULE, which was ted well, and worked hitle,

grew fat and wanton, and frisked about very nota-

bly. And why should not I run as well as the best

of them, says he ? It is well known, I had a Horse
to my Father, and a very good Racer he was. Soon
after this, his Master took him out, and being up-
on urgent Business, whipped and spurred the

Mule, to make him put forward ; who, beginning
to tire upon the Road, changed his Note, aud said

N 3
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to himself, Ah, where is the Horse's Blood you
boasted of but now ? I am sorry to say it, Friend,
but indeed your worthy Sire was an Ass, and not

a Horse.

THE APPLICATION.

However high their Blood may beat, one may venture to af-

firm those to be but Mongi'els, and Asses in Reality, who make
a Bustle about their Genealogy. If some in the World should

be vain enough to think tTiey can derive their Pedigree from
one of the old Roman Farailj*js, and being otherwise destitute

of Merit ,would fain draw some from thence : it might not be

improper upon such an Occasion to put them in mind, that

HomulnSy the first Founder of that People, was base born, and
the Body of his Subjects made up of Outlaws, Murderers and

Felons, the Scum and Off-scouring ofthe neighbouring Nations;
and that they propagated their Descendants by Rapes.
As a Man truly great, shines sufficiently bright of himself,

without wanting to be emblazoned by a splendid Ancestry ; so

they, whose Lives are eclipsed by Foulness or Obscurity, in-

stead of shewing to an Advantage, look but the darker for be-

.;»ing placed in the same line with their illustrious Forefathers.
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FAB. XCIir. The Fox and the Ape.

._„—-^ -:^SSVimlffi|{lliuiuuiisiiiiii lllllllil

Once upon a Time, the Beasts were so void of
Reason as to choose the Ape for their King. He
had danced, and diverted them with playing antic
Tricks, and truly nothing would serve, but theymust anoint him their sovereign. Accordingly,crowned he was, and affected to look very wise
and politic. But the Fox, vexed at his Heart to
see his Fellow-Brutes act so foolishly, was resolv-
ed, the first Opportunity, to convince them of their
sorry Choice, and punish their Jackanape of a
Kmg for his Presumption. Soon after, spying a
Trap m a Ditch, which was baited with a Piece of
i"lesh, he went and informed the Ape of it, as a
Treasure which, being found upon the Waste, be-=

longed to his Majesty only. The Ape, dreaming
nothmg of the Matter, went very briskly to take
Possession, but had no sooner laid his paws uponthe Bait, than he was caught in the Trap ; where,
etvyixt Shame and Anger, he began to reproach
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the Fox, calling liini Rebel and Traitor, and threat-

ened to be revenged of him : At ail which Jiey-
nard laughed hearliiy ;

and going off, added, with
a Sneer, You a King, and not understand Trap 1

THE APPLICATION.

A weak Man slionld not aspire to be a King ; for if lie were,
in the End, it woiiki prove as iiiconveiuent to himself as disad-

vaDtage.'His to tlie Pu!»lic. To be qualified for suth an Office,
ar. Office of tl>.e lasl itiipGrtancelo -Vlaukind, the Perso!) should
he of a (hsiingiiished Prudence, and most unblemished Ititegrity :

too honest to impose u])on othei'S, and too penetrating to he im-

•jK)3ed upon ; thorough!}' acquainted with the Laws and Genius
of the Realm he is to govern ; Brave, hut not passionate ; Good
p.atured, but not soft : aspiring at just Esteem ; despising vainr

glory; without Superstition ;
witliout Hypocrisy.

When Thrones iiave been filled by People of a different

Turn from this. Histories shew what a wretched Figure they
al-A-aj's made : what Tools they were to particular Persons, and
V. hut Plagues to their Subjects in general. They who studied

their Passions and entered into their Foibles, led them by the

Kose, as they pleased ; and took them off from the Guardian-

ship of the Public, by some paltry Amusement, that themselves

might have the better Opportunity to rifle and plunder itc
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FAB. XCIV. The Mole and her Dam.

The young Mole snuffed up her Nose, and told

her Dam, she smelt an odd kind of a Smell. By
and by, O strange ! says she, what a Noise there
is in my Ears ; as if ten thousand Paper-Mills
were a going. A little after she was at it again,
Look, look, what is that I see yonder, it is just like

the Flame of a fiery Furnace. To whom the

Dam replied, Pr'ythee, Child, hold your idle

Tongue ; and if you would have us allow you any
Sense at all, do not affect to shew more than Na-
ture has given you.

THE APPLICATION.

It is -wonderful, that Aflfectation, that odious Quality, should

I

have been always so common and epidemical ; since it is not
more disagreeable to others, than hurtful to the Person that
wears it. By Affectation, we aim at being thought to possess
Isome Accomplishment which we have not, or, at shewing what
l"we have, in a conceited Ostentatious Manner. Now this we
linay be assured of, that among discerning People, at least,
Ivhen we endeavdur at any Thing of this kind, instead of sue-
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^ V • *T.« A Hprnnt ^ve detract from some veal Possessioti,

'Z'::!^::i^^^^^X^^ ^^'^^ otherwise pass wen enough, ap-

^^r H?oTSiJ;fous\'o?e" an old battered Beau put Wmself to

-P
• \C /e may appear to tread firm, and walk strong and

Pain that he ma) appe
^^^^^^ ^ ^ ,

upright ? A 3ian,
f'^^^^" ^ :

( j ^y,^ one that is deaf,

^"^^It'^v'i-I n "ou "v raS^^^r than you should suspect
mistakmgeverj tiMigyu ,

^^^ done every

'iir-S'SSaUriuste^
^er Affee.luo,,, by the .ery

Fcoplcthat laugh at thcra ^ ^^^^ ,^i, i„t„

eo'n'sldeTatt'^^ant sif
tty "»-* tteS^Th^

-'rT^reui^ra^Sttln^Sfe'^e;'?^^^^^^^^
Beauty.

FAB. XCV. The Fox anf/ ^/^^ Boar.

The Boar stood whetting his Tusks against an

id Tree The Fox, who\appened to come by at

Z same Time, asu'ed him why he made those

Martial Preparations ot whetimg
1' ?^«^^ !;; ;>f,

there was no Enemy near, that he
'-°"\'il'^'"';'„,

That mav be, Master Keyiiard, says the Boar, but
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we should scour up our Arms while we have Lei-

sure, you know : for, in Time of Danger, we skull

have something else to do.

THE APPLICATION.

He that is not idle, when he is at Leisure may play with hh
Business. A discreet Man should have a Reserve of every
Thing that is necessary before-hand ; that when the time comes
for him to make use of them, he may not he in a hurry and a

Confusion, A wise General has not his Men to discipline, or
his Ammunition to provide, when the Trumped sounds. To
arms ; but sets apart his Times of Exercise for one, and his

Magazines for the other, in the calm Season of Peace.
We hope to live to a good old age ; Should Ave not then lay

up a Stoi*e of Convenieucies against that Time, when Ave sliall

he most in want of them, and least able to procure them ?

We must die ; nay,never start; we must. Are there not some
neoessary Things for us to transact before we depart ; at least

some Trifle or other for us to bequeath, which a sudden stroke

may prevent us from doing ? Sure there is. And, if so, how
inexcusable shall we be, if we defer the execution of it until

the Alarm comes upon us, / did not think of it, is an Expres-
sion unworthy a Wise Mail's Mentis j and wns only interxxied

f6t the ^e of Fools,
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FAB. XCVI.

The Old Woman and the Empty Cask.

..._ ^ IIIIiiiiimStn^liSiiL -.--

An Old Woman saw an empty Cask lying, from
which there had lately been drawn a Quantity of
choice ra&y Palm Sack : the Spirit of which yet
hung about the Vessel, and the very Lee yielded
a grateful cordial Scent. She applied her Nose to

the Bunghole, and, snuffing very heartily for some
Time, at last broke out into this Exclamation ;

Oh ! the delicious Smell ! how good, how charm-

ing good must you have been once ! when your
very Dregs are so agreeable and refreshing.

THE APPLICATION.

Phcedrus was an old Man when he wrote his Fables, and this

he applies to himself : intimating, what we ought to judge of
his Youth, when liis Old Age was capable of such Productions,
But here this is a piece of Vanity that diminishes sometliing of
the good Savour of an agreeable Old Man ; and it had been
handsomer to have left us to make the Application for him.

It is, at once, a pleasing and a niel«ni«hoJy hlea which is give»
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us by the View of an old Man or Woman, whose Conversation

is relishing and agreeable. We cannot forbear representing to

ourselves how inexpressibly charming those must have been, in

the Flower of Youth, whose Decay is capable of yielding us so

much Pleasure. Nor, at the same Time, can we help repining
that this Fountain of Delight is now almost dried up, and go-

ing to forsake us ; and that the Sea-«n in which it flowed in the

greatest Abundance, was so long before we were acquainted
-with the World.

It is no difficult Matter to form a just Notion of what the

Prime of any one's Life was, from the Spirit and Flavour which
remain even in the last Dregs. Old Age, merely as such, can

never render a Person eitlier contemptible or disagreeable, in

the Eye of a reasonable Man : But such as Ave find People at

that Time of Life, much the same they certainly were, in those

which they call their better Days. As they that can make
;ihemselves agreeable, notwithstanding the Disadvantage of Old

Age, must have been highly entertaining in the Vigour of
Youth ; so, whenever we meet Mith one in Years, whose Hu=
TOOur is unpleasant, and Mannei's burdensome, we may take it

for granted, that, even in the Prime of Youth, such a one v^a*

u'pubjesom^, impertinent, ahd imsociabje.

o
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liilliiUiiui^SiuMUili

A Fowler set Snares to catch Larks in the open
Field. A Lark was caught ; and finding herself

entangled, could not forbear lamenting her hard

Fate. Ah 1 woe is me, says she, what criine have
•I committed ? I have taken neither Silver, nor

Gold, nor any Thing of Value ;
but must die for

only eating a poor Grain of Wheat.

THE APPUCATION.

The irregular Adniinistration of Justice in tlie "World, is in-

deed a very melancholy Subject to tl«nk of. A poor Fellow
shall be hanged for steaUng a rotten Sheep, perhaps to keep his

Family from starving ; while one, who is already great and.

opulent, shall, for that very Reason, think himself ijrivileged
to commit almost any Enormities. But it is necessary that a
Shew and Form of Justice sliould be kept up ; otherwise, were

People to be ever so great and successful Rogues, they would
not be able to keep Possession of, and enjoy their Plunder.

One of our Poets, in his Description of a coujt of Justice, calls

it a Place.

Where little Villains ?nnst subnv.t to Fate,

Thfit ^reat ows inai/ enj&tf the World in stats.
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What a sad Thing is it to reflect (and tlie move sad, because
not to be remedied) ihat a Man may rob the Public of Millions,
and escape at last ; when he that is taken picking a Pocket of
Five Shillings, unless he knows how to make a Friend, is sure
to swing for it.

P'AB. XCVm. The Owl and the Grasshopper.

liiillll!llllii»»ii..,......„...nijtiMlllUiin. „..

An Owl Sell sic'opini^ ill a Tree. But a Grass-

hopper who was singing beneath, would not let

her be quiet, abushig her with very indecent and
nncivil L-mguag-e ; teliina-her, she was a scanda-
ious Person, who plied a-Nigiits to get her living,
and shut herself up all Day in an hollow Tree.
The Owl desired her to hold her Tonsrue, and be

quiet : Notwithstanding which she was the more
impertinent She beggeid of her a second Time,
to leaveoff; but ail to no Purpose : The Owl vexed
Et the Pleart, to find that all she said went for no-

thing, cast about to inveigle her by a Stratagem.
V/ell, says she, since one must be kept awake it

is a Pleasure, however, to be kept awake, by so

.Agreeable a Voice
; which, I must confess, is no
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ways inferior to the finest Harp. And, now I tliink

on it, I liave a Bottle of excellent Nectar, which

my Mistress Pallas gave me ; if you have a Mind,
I \n\\ give you a Dram to whet your Whistle. The
Grasshopper, ready to die with Thirst, and, at the

same Time, pleased to be so complimented upon,
account of her Voice, skipped up to the Place

very briskly, when the Owl, advancing to meet
her, seized, and without much Delay, made her a

Sacrifice to her Revenge ; securing to herself, by
the Death of her Enemy, a Possession of that Quiet,

which, during her Life-time, she could not enjoy.

THE APPLICATION.
Humanity, or what we miderstand by common Civility, is

not more a necessary Duty, than it is easy to Practise. The
Man that is guilty of ill-manners, if he has been bred to know
irhat is meant by Manners, must do violence to himself, as well

as to the Person he offends ; and cannot be inhuman to others,
without being cruel to ;his own Nature.

It has been observe<l, in the Application to the forty-seventh

Fable, that People of a captious Temper, being generally ia

the wrong, in takmg Things ill, which were never so intended,
are likely to be but the more persecuted, in order to be laugh-
ed out of their Folly ; and that, not unjustly. But, we must
take care to distinguish, and, when any Thing truly impertinent
and troublesome has been said or done to another, not to re-

peat it because he takes it ill, but immediately to desist from,

it ; especially when he is so moderate, as to make it his Re-

quest two or three Times, before he proceeds openly to take

his Course, and do himself Justice. Tbis Point should be well

considered ; for many Quarrels of very ill Consequence, have

been occasioned by a rash unthinking Persistence in the imper-
tinent Humour before-mentioned. Some young People are

fond of shewing their Wit and Intrepidity, and therefore take

such Occasions to do it. And when a Friend is peevish (as one

may have a private Cause, for being so) they will not leave, till

they have rallied them out of it ; no, though he entreats them
ever so gravely and earnestly. Whereas, in Truth, we have no

Right to be impertinent with one another, to Extremity ;
and

though there is no Law to punish such Incivilities, as I have

been speaking of, they will scarce fail of meeting with a de-

served and just Chastisement, some w.^y or other.
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FAB. XCIX. The One-eved Doe.

A. Doe that had but one Eve, used to graze neai'

the Sea ; and, that she might be the more secure
from Harm, she kept her bUnd Side toward
the Water, from whence she had no apprehension
of Danger, and with the other surveyed the Country
as she fed. By this Vigilance and Precaution,
she thought herself in the utmost Security ; when
a sly Fellow, with two or three of his Companions,
who had been poaching after her several Days to

no Purpose, at last took a Boat, and fetching u

Compass upon the Sea, came gently down upon
her, and shot her. The Doe, in the agonies of

Death, breathed out this doleful Complaint : Ah
hard Fate 1 that I should receive my Death's
"Wound from that Side, whence I expected no 111 ;

and be safe in that Part where I looked for the

most Danger.
THE APPLICATION.

. Life is so full of Accidents and Uncertainties, that, with all

the Fi'ecautioa ^ve u^e, we can never be said to be entirelj' freje

02
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from Danger. And though there is but one "Way for us to come
into the World, the Passages to let us out of it are innumerable-

So that we may guard ourselves against the most \-isible and

threatening Ills, as much as we please, but we shall still leave

an unguarded Side to a thousand latent Mischiefs which lie in

Ambush round about us. The Mox'al, therefore, which such

a Reflectien suggests to us, is, to be neither too secure, nor too

solicitous about the Safety of our Persons ;
as it is impossible

for us to be always out of Danger, so M'ould it be unreasonable

and unmanly to be always iu fear of that which it is not in our

Power to prevent.

FAB. C. The River-Fish and the Sea-Fish.

The Waters of a River being mightily swelled

by a great Flood, the Stream ran down with a

violent Current, and by its rapid Force carried a

huge Barbel along with it into the Sea. This

Fresh-water Spark was no sooner come into a new
Climate, but he began to give himself Airs, to

talk Big, and look with Contempt upon the Inhab-

itants of the Place. He boasted, that he was of a

better Country and Family than any among them,

for which reason they ought to give place to hio^.j
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and pay him Respect accordingly. A fine large
Mullet that happened to swim near him, and heard
his insolent Language, bid him hold his silly

Tongue ; for, if they should be taken by Fisher-

men, and carried to Market, he would soon be con-
vinced who ought to have the preference : We,
says he, should be bought up, at any Price, for

Tables of the first Quality, and you sold to the
Poor for little or nothing.

THE APPLICATION.

It proceeds from a want, either of Sense or Breeding, or both,
when Foreigners speak slightly of the Connlry they happen to
be in, and cry up their own. It is, indeed, natural to have an
Affection for one's own native Place, nor can we perhaps, in
our Mind, help preferring it before any other ; but it is certain-

ly both imprudent and unmannerly, to express this in another

Country, to People whose Opinions it must needs contradict,
by the same Rule that it pleases our own.
But, however, granting that there is a certain Difference be-

tween Countries, so as to make one greatly preferable, in the

generality of Opinions, to another, yet what has this to do with
the Merit of particular Persons ? Or why should any one value
himself upon an Advantage over others, which is purely owing
to Accident ? It must be from some useful or agreeable Talent
in ourselves, that we are to merit the Esteem of Mankind :

and if we shine in a superior Degree of Virtue or Wisdom^
whatever our native Air happened to be, virtuous and wise Men,
of every Nation under Heaven, will pay us the Regard and the

Acknowledgments we deserve.
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FAB. CI. -Esop at Play

j|3iSlRSainill5SJ«ilBi?lllilflltEl

An Athenian ov\e Day, found j^sop at Play with a

Company of little Boys, at their childish Diver-

sions, and began to jeer and laugh at him for it. The

old Fellow, who was too much a Wag himself, to

suffer others to ridicule him. took a Bow, unstrung,

and laid it upon the Ground. Then calling the cen-

sorious ./^^A^Wan, Now, Philosopher, says he, ex-

pound this Riddle if you can, and tell us what the

unstrained Bow implies. The Man, after racking

his Brains, and scratching his Pate about it a con-

siderable Time to no purpose, at last gave it up,

and declared he knew not what to make of it. Why,

says j^sop, laughing, if you keep a Bow always

bent, it will break presently ; but, if you let it go

slack, it will be fitter for use when you want it.

THE APPUCATION.

The Mind of Mau is like a Bow, in this respect ; for if it be

kept always intent upon Business, it will either break ; and be

good foF nothing }
or lose that Spriug and Energy, which is re-
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quired in one who would acquit himself with Credit But Sports
and Diversions sooth and slacken it, and keep it in a Condition
to he exerted to the best advantage, upon Occasion.

It proceeds either from Pride, fll-natm-e, or Hypocrisy, when
People censure and are offended at the Liberties which others
nse in thus relaxing their Minds. Sloth and Idleness, by which we
neglect the prosecution of our necessary Affairs, must be con-
demned by all means

; but those that know how to despatch the
proper Business of Life well and seasonably enough, need be
under no apprehensions of being surprised at their Diversions^
if they have nothing dishonest in them.
As these Amusements ought to be allowed, because they are

proper, so it is no great matter bow they are followed ; we may,
if we like it, as well play with Children, as Men : and rather,
if we find they can divert us better, which is not very seldom
the case : Some Men and Women are useless and uutractable
in every Circumstance of Life, and some Children so engaging
and entertaining, with an agreeable undesigned Mixture'of In-
nocence and Cunning, that the Company of the latter is, many
times, the more preferable and diverting.

FAB. CII. The Jack-Daw and the Pigeons.

A Jack-Da(v, observing that the Pigeons in a cer^
tain Dove-Cote, lived well, and wanted for nothing,
white-washed his Feathers, and, endeavouring to
I'^ok as much like a Dove as he could, went and liv-



lee iESOP'S FABLES.

ed among them. The Pif^eons not distinguishing
him as long as he kept silent, forbore to t^ive him
any Disturbance. But at last he forgot l»is Cha-

racter, and began to chatter : by which the Pigeons
discovering what he was, flew upon him, and beat

liim away from tiie Meat, so that he was obliged lo

ilyback to the Jack-Daws again They, not know-

ing him in liis discoloured Feathers, drove him

away likewise : So that he who had endeavoured
to be more than he had a right to, was not permit-
ted to be any thing at all.

THE APPUCATIOX.

The pretending to he of Principles -uliiuli we are not, either

out of Fear, or any Pi-ospcct of Advantage, is a very base, vile

i-hin^ ; and whoever is guilty of it, deserves to meet with ill

Treatment from all Sorts and Conditions of men. But the best
of it is, there is no fear of such Counterfeits imposing upon the
World long in a Disguise so contrary to their own Nature ; let

Ihem hut open then* Mouths, and, like the Daw in the Fable,
they immediately proclaim their Kind. If they shovdd deceive
for a while, by appearing in an utiquestionable Ph^ce, or hanging
out false Colours, 3-et if touched upon the right String, tliey
would be discovered in an Instant ; for, wlien People are acting
a wrong Part, their very Voice betrays them ; tliey either can-

not act their part sufficiently, or they overact it : And which
ever is the Case, a Man of Discretion f.ud Honour vill he sure

to distinguisli and to discountenance such pil-ifu! Impostors.
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FAB. cm. The Sow and the Bitch.

'"linpillISi!

1^7

A Sow and a Bitch happening to meet, a Debate
arose betwixt them concerning their Fruitfidness.
Tiie Bitch insisted upon it, that she brought more
at a Litter, and oftener, than any other four legged
Creature. Ay, says the Sow, you do indeed, but you
are always m so much haste about it, that you brine;
your Puppies into the World blind.

THE APPLICATIOISJ.

The mare HastCy the -worse Speed, is a most excellent Proverband worthy to be worn upon some conspicuous part of our Drea;^or ^.quipage, that it may give us a proper Check, when we eo
about any thing o/ importance ; which otherwise we mieht be
apt to pursue with too much Hurry and precipitation. It is nowonder oui- Productions should come uito the World blind o"
iame, or otherwise defective, when by unnatural methods we
accelerate their bu^th, and refuse to let them go their full Time.

'

fn K
" ^

}^^^l
Publication be such a Critne, what must it be

tL. ,? fJ^^JJi'-ike
Profession of it in the Prefaces and Dedica-

?VrviriiJf P/^pt'*^^ «^«^e
's ? Sure such Writers fancy theH orM ^^^n\ admire their Parts, when they endeavour thu-s to
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convince tliem how much they have wrote, and how little Time
and Pains they have bestowed upon it. But however, the Ad-
vertisements and Hints they give us of this Kind, may be so far

useful, as to induce us to take them at their Woids, and spare
ourselves the Trouble of perusing a Treatise, which they assure

us before-hand is incon-ect and faulty through the Idleness, Ira
-

patience, or wilful ?feglect of the Author.

FAB. CIV. The Sparrow and the Hare.

A Hare being seized by an Eagle, squeaked out

in a most woful manner. A Sparrow that sat upon
a Tree just by, and saw it, could not forbear being

tmseasonably witty, but called out, and said to the

Hare : So ho I what sit there and be killed ? Pr'y-

thee, up and away ; I dare say, if you would but

try, so swift a Creature as you are, would easily es-

cape from the Eagle. As he was going on with his

cruel Railery, down came a Hawk, and snapt him

up ; and, notwithstanding his vain Cries and La-

mentations, fell a devouring of him in an Instant.

The Hare, who was just expiring, yet received

Comfort from this accidentj even in the Agonies oil
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Death ; and addressing her last Words to the

Sparrow, said, You, who just now insulted my Mis-
fortune with so much Security, as you thought,

may please to shew us how well you can bear the

like, now it has befallen you.

THE APPLICATION.

Nothing is more impertinent than for People to be giving their

Opinion and Advice, in Cases, in which, were they to be tlieii'

own, themselves would be as much at a loss what to do. But
so great an Itch have most Men to be directors in the Affairs of

others, either to shew the Superiority of their Understanding, or
their own Security and Exemption from the Ills they would
have removed, that they forwardly and conceitedly obtrude
their CoukscI, even at the hazard oi' their own Safely and Re-

putation. There have been Instances of tkose, who either offi-

ciously, or for the Jest's sake, have spent much of their Time
in reading Lectures of Oeconomy to the rest of the AVorld ;

^vhen at the same Time their own ill Husbandi'y has been such,
that they were forced to quit their Dwelling, and take Lodgings ;

Avhilc their Gioods were sold to make a Composition for the
Debts which they owed the petty Tradesmen.

Without giving more Examples of this kind, of which every
one may furnish himself with enough from his own Observation,
we cannot but conclude, ti^iat nooe ai'e greater Objects of Ridi-

cule, than they wlio thus merrily assume a Character, vvhiclj,
at the same time, by some Incidents of their Ijfe, they con-
%hice us of th<yr being ujifit for.

P
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FAB. CV. CsEsar and the Slave.

As Tihcriua dzaar was upon a Progress to JVa-

files once, he put in at a Plouse he had upon the

Mouniain Miseuus ; which was built there by Lu-
cuKus, and commanded a near view of the Tusca7i

Sea, having a distc»nt Prospect even of tjiat of Si-

cily. Kere, as he was walking in the Gardens
and Wildernesses of a most delightful Verdure,
one of his domestic Slaves which belonged to that

House, putting himself into a most alert Posture
and Dress, appeared in one of the Walks where
the Emperor happened to be, sprinkling the Ground
with a \Vaterino:-Pot, in order to lay the Dust ; and
this he did so officiously, that he was taken notice

cf, and even laughed at ; for he ran through private

Alleys and Turnings, from one Walk to another ;

so that, wherever the Emperor went, he still

found this Fellow mighty busy with his Watcring-
Pot. Bat at last, his Design being discovered,
which was, tlmt he fancied Casar would be so
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touched with this Diligence of his, as to make him
free ; (part of which Ceremony consisted in giv-

ing ihe Slave a gentle Stroke on one side oi' his

Face) his Imperial Majesty being disposed to be

merry, called him to him ; and when the Man came

up, full of joyful Expectations of his Liberty, hark

you, Friend, says he, I have observed that you have
'

been very busy a great while ; but it was imperti-
nently busy, ill officiously meddling where you had

nothing to do, while you iiiight have employed your
Time better else where ; and therefore 1 must be
so free as to tell you, that you have mistaken your
Man ; I cannot afford a Box of the Ear, at so low a

Price as you bid for it.

THE APPLICATION.
Phosdrus tells us, upon his Word, that this is a true Story,

and that he writ it for the sake of a Set of industrious idle Gen-
tlemen at Home, who were harassed and fatigued with a daily
Succession of Care and Trouble, because they had nothing to

do ; always in a Hurry, but without Business ; busy, but to no

Purpose ; laboui-ing under a voluntary Necessity ; and taking
abundance of pains to shew they were good for notliing.
But what great Town or City is so entirely free from this

Sect, as to render the Moral of this Fable useless any where ?

for it points at all those officious good-natured People, who are

eternally running up and down to serve their Friends, without

doing them any good ; who, by a Complaisance wrong judged
or ill applied, displease, while they endeavour to.obhge; and
are never doing less to the Purpose, tlian when they aie most
employe.'!. How many are there who ti)uik themselves entitled
to good Posts from the Government, only for having been Dab-
blers in Pohtics all their Lives, to the Neglect and Prejudice of
theii' proper Callings ! for never failing to inquire tiie News of
the Day of their Acquaintance, and expressing a hearty Satis-

faction, or a deep Concern, as the Account given has afffccled

theni !

There is another Sort, who are so concerned lest you should
find nut that they are mere Cyphers in Life, that they over-
act their Part, and are ever in a Hurry ; who appear atCoffee-
Houses, and other public Places, looking about eagerly for one
with whom they have no Business, aud wanting to be asked fo
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stay, that tlxej may have an opportunity of telling you ther
cannot possibly do it. People of this Cast always subscribe their

Letters with a Tojira in great Haste, though they write to yon
only because they have nothing else to do.

In a word, this Fable is designed for the Reformation of all

those who endeavour to raise to themselves Merit and Ap-
plause, from a misapplied Industry. It is not our being busy
and officious that will procure us the Esteem of men of Sense;
but the intending and contriving our Actions to some noble use-

ful Purpose, and for the general good of Mankind.

FAB. CVI. The Sheep-Biter.

A Certain Shepherd had a Dog, upon -whose Fi-

delity he relied very much ;
for whenever he had

an Occasion to be absent himself, he committed the

Care and ruition of his Flock to the Charge of this

Dog ; and, to encourage him to do his duty cheer-

fully, he fed him constantly with sweet Curds and

Whey ; and sometimes threw him a Crust or two

extraordinary. Yet. notwithstanding this, no sooner

^vas his Back turned, but the treacherous Cur fell

foul upon the Flock, and devotired the Sheep in-

'iitftad of guarding and defending them. The Shcp-
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herd, being intbrmed of this, was resolved to hang
him

;
and the Do,^, v.hen the Rope was about his

Neck, and he was just goinjj to be tied up, began
to expostulate with his Master, asking him, why-
he was so unmercifully bent against him, who was
his own Servant and Creature, and had only com-
initted one or two Crimes ; and whv he did not ra-

ther execute Revenge upon the Wolf, who was a

constant, opren, and declared Enemy ? Nay, replies
the Shepherfl, it is for that very Reason that I think

you ten times more worthy of Death than him ;

from him I expected nothing but Hostilities, and
therefore could guard against him. You I depended
upon as a just and faithful Servant, and fed and en-

couraged you accordingly ; and therefore your
Treachery is tlie more noiorious, and your Ingra-
titude the more unpardonable.

THJfc APPLICATION.

No Injuries are so bitter and so inexcusable as those which
pi'oceed from Men whom we trusted as Friends, and in Avhom
ve placed a Confidence An open Enemv, however invete-

rate, may overpower and destroy us, or pcrliaps may hurt and
afflict us only in some Measure; but, as such a Treatment
cannot surprise us, because we expected no less, neither can it

give us half the Gi-ief and uneasiness of mind, which we are apt
to feel when we find ourselves wronged by the Treachery and
Falsehood of a Friend. When the Slan whom we trusted and
esteemed, proves injnnous to us, it is a Calamity so cruelly
complicated in its Circumstances, that it involves us in a Grief
of many Folds, and multiplies the Sum of our Infelicity. At one
and the same time, Ave find a Foe where Ave least expected;
and lose a Friend Avhen Ave most Avanted him; Avhich must be
as severe and piercing as it is sudden and surprising. It is na-
tural, therefore, for cur Resentment to be in proportion to our
Sense of such an Injury; and that we should Avish the Punish-
ment of so extraordinary a Crime may be, at lefist, as great as
that Avhich usually attends an ordinary one.

P2
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FAB. CVII. The Thief and the Do^.

A Thiefcoming to rob acertain House in the Night*

was disturbed in his Atttempt by a fierce vigilant

Dog, who kept barking at him continually ; upon

which the Thief, thinking to stop his Mouth, threw

him a piece of Bread : But the Dog refused it with

Indignation ; telling him, that before he only sus-

pected him to be a bad Man ;
but now, upon his

offering to bribe him, he was confirmed in his Opi-

nion ; and that, as he was intrusted with the Guar-

dianship of his Master's House, he should never

cease Barking while such a Rogue as he lay lurk-

ing about it.

THE APPLICATION.

A Alan who is very free in his Protestations of Ffiendship, or

Offers of gi-eat CiviUtv, upon the first Interview, mav meet with

\nplause atul Esteen^ from Fools, but contrives his Schemes pt

that sort to little or no purpose, in the company of Menot hense.

It is a common and known Maxim, to suspect an Enemy e\en

the more, for his endeavouring to couviuce tis of his iJenevo-
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ience
; because the Oddness of the Thing puts us upon our

i^navd, and makes us conclude, that some pernicious Designmust be couched under so sudden and unexpected a turn of Be-
haviour ; But it is no unnecessary Caution, to be upon thewatch
against even indifterent People, when we perceive themuncom-
monly forward in their Approaches of Civility and Kindness.
The Man, who at first sight makes us an Offer, which is due
only to particular and well acquainted frieiwls, must be either a
Knave, and intends by such a Bait to Draw us into his Xet; or a
Poo!, with wliom we ought to avoid having any Communication.
Thus far the Considei>ation of this Fable may be useful to us

in private Life, wiiat it contains faither, in relation to the" Pub-
lie, is, That a IVIan, truly honest, will never let hh Mouth be
stopped with a Bribe ; but, the greater the Offer is which is de-
signed to buy his silence, the louder, and more constantly, will
he open against the Miscreants who would practise it upon him.
But such a one is

*'. Raraavis In terrls, nigrnque similima cyguo
"

FAB. CVIII. Z'/zr Harper.

^-
-" "•>>w»v»iitTnnnu>(nin«.^«iii«irT[inniliiiitiiA FELLOW that used to play upon ,us iiarp,

and sing to it in little Alehouses, and made a shift,

by the help of those narrow confined wallstoplease
the dull Sots who heard him

; from hence enter-
tained an Ambition of shewing his Parts upon the
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public Theatre ; where he fancied he could not fail

of raising a great Reputation and Fortune, in a very
short Time. He was accordingly adnnitted upon
Trial ; but the Spaciouswess of the Place, and the

Throni^ of the People, so deadened and weaken-
ed both his Voice and Instrument, that scarce ei-

ther of them could be heard ;
and wherethey could,

it sounded so poor, so low and wretched, in the P^ar

of his refined Audience, that he was universally
hissed and exploded off the Stage.

THE APPLICATIOX.

AVhen we are commended for our Performances by People of

much Flattery, or liule Judgment, v/e should be sure not to

value ourselves upon it ; for want of which, many a vain un-

thinking Man has at once exposed and lost himself to the World.
A Buffoon may be very agreeable to a Company disposed to be
mirthful over a Glass of Wine, who would not be fit to open his

Mouth in a Senate, or upon a Subject where sound Sense and
a grave and serious Behaviour ai-e expected. It is not the di-

verting a little, insignificant injudicious Audience or Society,
•which can gain us a proper Esteem, or insure our success, in a

place which calls foi" a Performance of the first Rate ; we should
have either allowed Abilities to please the most refined Tastes,
or Judgment enough to know that we want them, and to have a
care how we submit ourselves to the Trial. And, if we have
a raind.to pursue a just and true Ambition, it is not sufficient that
•we study barely to please, but it is of greatest moment whom
we please, and in what respect, otherwise, we may not only
lose ou» labour, but make ourselves ridjculous into the Barsraii:.
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FAB CIX. r/ze Two Crabs.

Iff

It is said to be the Nature of a Crab-Fish to go
backward : However, a Mother-Crab, one day, re-

proved her Daughter, and was in a great Passion

\yith
her for her untoward awkward Gait, which

she desired her to alter, and not to move in a way
so contradictory to the rest of the World, Indeed,
Mother, says the young Crab, I walk as decently
as I can, and to the best of my Knowledge ; but,
if you would have me go otherwise, I beg you
would be so good as to practise it first, and shew
me, by your own Example, how you would have
me behave myself.

THE APPUCATION.
The Man wlio is so impertinent as to rebuke othei's for a Mis-

behaviour of which he himself is guiltv, must be either a Hypo-
crite, a senseless Creature, or an impudent Fellow. It is stranee
that Mankind, being so apt to act wrong in most Particulars,
Sliould at the same time be so prone to Calumny and Detrac-
tion. One would think that they who err so notoriously and
trequently themselves, sliould be rather tender in concealing-
iban officious m carping at the Faults of their Fellow Sinners'!
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especially, considering that it is natural to be misled by oui*

Passions and Appetites into so)i.e Excess or other, but trnnatu-
rai and inhuaiaa to impeach others of Miscarriages, of which
ourselves are equally gudty.

Granting it wereevtr so proper, or so much our Duty to find

fault with others, yet we musi have a gieat share of Impudence
if we can bear to do it while we know ourselves liable to the
same Impntations. Example is a thousand times more instruc-

tive, or, at least, persuasive, tlian Precept : For, though the
K lies for Virtue were even more pressing and numerous than

they are, yet let but the Fashion run upon vice, as it most com-

Kionly does, and you see how ready and conformable the World
shews itself to every Part of it.

FAB. ex. The Thief and the Boy.

a\ Boy sdi weeping upon (he Side of a Weil. A
Thief happeniiii^ to come by, just at the same

Time, asked him why he wept. The Boy, sighing
and sobbing, replied, The Siring was broke, and

a Silver Tankard was fallen to the bottom of the

Well. Upon this the Thief pulled off his Clothes,

and went down into the Well to look for it ; "where,

having groped about a good while to no purpose,
lie canie up again, btu found neither his Clothes
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nor the Boy ; that little arch Dissembler havins-
run away with them. ^

THE APPLICATION.
However Justice mav be but little practised and pnrsu-d bv

particular Men, m the common course of their Actions^ vet
every one readily agrees, that it ought to be kept ur. and en-lorced by the several Penal Laws, iu respect to the Public in
general. .Many a orie can scarce forbear robbing and defraud-
ing another, when it ,s in his Power to do it wfth Impunity
but, at the same Time, he dreads being robbed and defrauded
again, as much as if he were the most innocent man iivin- • and
Js as severe in

proseciiting the Offenders
; which proves! thatan unjust Man is

delioeraleiy wicked, and abhors the Crime iuanother whica he dares commit liimself, t

It is for this reason, that the greater part of Mankind like
well enough to have punishment inflicted upon those who do
wrong; and accordingly submit themselves to be governed
peaceably and quietly by the Laws of their Cou-itrv, upon the
I'rospect of seeing Justice executed upon all those who (io them
any Injury. And, however a tender Nature mav shrink at the
feight, and commiserate the Condition of a suffering Malefactor

ryn u'^'l
^'^^

""'-'" observe, that People are pleased and
satisfied when the sword of Justice ^s unsheathed ; and multi.
tudes will even crowd to be Spectators, Avhen the finishing
otroke IS given.

**

But what affords us the greatest Pleasm-e upon such Occa-
sions, IS, when we are entertained with a View of Justice act-
ing, as It were in Person, and punishing Cheats and Tricksters,
by making their own Contrivances ir.strur.eiital in it, and by
ordering, as in the Fable, that their Wickedness may fall uponm^iv own Head. ^ i *
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FAB. CXI. Mercury and the Woodman.

umii

A. Man wasfelling a Tree onthe Bank of aRiver ;

and by chance let his Hatchet slip out of his Hand,
which dropt into the Water, and immediately sunk

to the Bottom. Being* therefore in great Distress

for the Loss of his Tool, he sat down and bemoan-
ed himself most lamentably. Upon this Mercury
appeared to him, and, being informed of the Causa
of his Complainty dived to the Bottom of the Ri-

ver, and coming up again shewed the Man a gold-
en Hatchet, demanding if that were his. He de«

nied that it was. Upon which Mercury dived a

second Time, and brought up a silver one. The
Man refused it, alledging likewise that this was
not his. He dived a third Time, and fetched u^
the individual Hatchet the Man had lost ; upon
Sight of which the poor W"retch was overjoyed,
and took it with all Humility and Thankfumess.

Aiercury was so pleased with the Fellow's Honesty,
that he gave him the ether two intQ tliie B^rgaini-

I
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as a Reward for his just Dealing. The Man goes
to his Companions, and giving them an account of

what had happened, one of them went presently to

the River's side, and let his Hatchet fall design-

edly into the Stream. Then sitting down upon
the Bank, he fell a weeping and lamenting, as if

he had been really and sorely tifflicied. Mercu-

ry appeared as before, and diving, brought him up
a golden Hatchet, asking if that was the Hatchet
he lost. Transported at the precious Metal, he

answered, Yes ;
and went to snatch ic greedily.

But the God, detesiinghis abominable Impudence,
not only refused to give him that, but would not

so much as> let him have his own Hatchet again,

THE APPLICATION.

Notwithstanding the Proneness of Mankind to do evil, and
the Account which some find in playing the Knave, yet there

cannot be invented a more true and reasonable Maxim, than

that by which we are assured that " Honesty is the best Policy."
;If we consider it in respect to the other World, there never
was a Religion but strictly requii'ed it of its Votaries : If we
examine it upon account of this, we shall find that the honest

Man, provided his other Talents are not deficient, always car-

ries the Preference in our Esteem, before any other, ijj wljat*

ever busisesg fee tJiiaks i\t to employ himself.

Q
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FAB. CXII. The Creeking Wheel.

1 HE Coachman hearing one of the Wheels of

Ills Coach creek, was surprised ; but more espe-
cially when he perceived that it was ihe worst
Wheel of the whole Set, and which he thought
Jhad but little pretence to take such a Liberty ; but,

upon his demanding the Reason why it did so, the
Wheel replied, that it was natural for People who
laboured under any afRiction or intiimity, lo com-

plain.

THE APPLICATION.

Tliougli Tv-e natuniljy desire to s^ive vent to the Fulness ofour
IIciii £, ^vheii it is cliaru;ed -with Grief, and llioujih by littering
onr Complaints, v e may happen to move tlie Compassion oV
those thnt hear us, yet, everj' thing considered, it is best tore-

press and keep thein to onrseivts ; or, if -ne must let our Sor-
roAV speak, to take care that it is done in Soiitiule and Retire-
ment. What the Poets mention as a usual thing with Lovers,
%vonld not be amiss in those who are mider any froward Cala-

mity, which caimot he kept quiet, to utter it to the Woods and

iMouutaius, and te call the Kecks and liivers to witness to tJie
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Gfuelty of their Destiny : That is, if they must shew any
Weakness or impatience under the Pi-essure of adverse For-

tune, to doit as privately as they can : For though the Commi-
seration cf a soft-hearted Person may be drawn fortli some-

times bv imparting the bitterness of our Condition, yet the

World will be apt to think us troublesome and importunate,
and conclude, that if our Hardships were so great as we would

liave People believe, we could not !>ear to talk of them so fre-

quently and abundantly as sometimes we do.

But besides, nothing is more generally true, than that it is

much happier for us to share the Envy, than the Pity of Man-
kind. And if the first of these is by no means eligible, if we
could avoid it ; how much more ought we to take care to give

as httie occasion as possible for the latter ? Scarce any one is en=

vied without possessing something valuable, or at least desira-

ble ;
but we no sooner become Objects of Pity than we are

found out to be deficient in some respect or other, and perhaps
unfit and unequal for the Company and Acquaintance witU

Avhich we formerly conversed. Upon the whole, though we
are pitied, we shall he never the more esteemed for beiug mi-

serable ; and if we can but appear happy, ten to one but we
shall be beloved in course.

FAB. CXIII. The Man and his Wooden God.

A Man hcivmg- u vVuot.i^ii Uod, wu*b.ipped it

.every Day ; and, among other things, prayed par-*
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ticularly for Wealth, because his circumstances
were but low. But when he had continued to do
this for many Days, to no purpose, in a passion at

the Disappointment, he took the Image by the

Legs, knocked it against the Pavement, and broke
it in Pieces

; upon which, a great Quantity of

Money, which had been inclosed within it, flew
about the Room. The Man no sooner perceived
this, but, addressing himself to the Idol, Thou
obstinate, perverse Deity, says he, who, while I

humbly besought ihee, hadst no regard to ray Pray-
ers, but now thou art used ill, and broken to

Pieces, dost pour forth good things, in even a

greater abundance than I could desire.

THE APPLICATION.

This is a Fable of a very extraordinaiy Composition, if, as tli6

ancient Mythologists say, it is designed to signify no more than.
That wiiere fair means will not do, foul must be used. Indeed
some Natures are so very rough and untractable, that gentle
Usage and moderate Treatment are thrown away upon them;
they must be wrought upon like stubborn Metals, by Blows fre-

quently and heartily applied. But what has all this to do with

Religion and the worship of God ? The Fable is useless in that

respect, unless we consider k in this Light, that the Adoration
of Images is the most stupid part of ReUgion that ever was in-

Tented. How any of the sober sensible Heathen World c-ould

be deluded, so as to give into such an unseasonable piece of De-
votion, is astonishing ; or how they could suppose that a sense-
less Slock or Stone, which had neither Life or Motion in it,

could undei-stand their Complaints, and redress their Grievan-

ces; Such a Supposition must be monstrously absurd and fool-

ish. But what must we think of those Christians, who blindly
run into the same Practice ? tliough they have an acknowledg-
ed and received Command from the God they worship, abso»

lutely forbidding it. What was only Stupidity in the Heathens,
in them is gross Wickedness, and profane impudent Impiety.
But the People who can be made to believe that this is right,

may be taught to swallow any thing, and consequently are the

attest Tools to carry on the Trade of Priestcraft.
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FAB. CXIV. The Kid and the Wolf.

A KID being mounted upon the Roof of a Shed,

and seehig a Wolf below, loaded him with all

manner ot Reproaches. Upon Vvhich, the Wolf,

looking up, replied, Do not value yourself, vain

Creature, upon thinking you mortily me ;
for I

look upon this ill Language, not as coining from

you, but from the Place Vv'hieh protects you.

THE APPLICATION.

To rail and give ill Language, is very unbecoming, not only
in Gentlenien in particular, but Men in general ; nor can vve

easily determine whether Courage or Manners are most want-

ing in the Person who is given to use it. Now, Avhen any one

is so screened and protected by the place he is in, that he may
commit such Indecencies with Impunity, however his Carcase

may escape scot free, yet he is sure to pay foi- it in his Repu-
tation ; it being impossible we should think him a Man of Ho-

nour, who endeavours to wound us from the Advantage of the

place in which he happens to be, and refuses to engage us vtpou

equal Terms.
Whenever therefore we are attacked by one whom the Com-

pany we are i»; w some other Circumstance makes it imjQvo-

Q 2

/
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per or impracticable for us to come at, let us wisely curb oui-

Passions of Resentment, by considering that it is not the silly
Person who speaks, but some Situation by which he is secured,
that utters the Reproach against us. The same Reflection may
serve also to divert, instead of exasperating us, at the impotent
Malice of those poor Spirits, who, at the same time that t.hey
take Advantage of a place to brandish their infamous Tongues
against us, shew how much they fear us, and that they durst
not do it, unless they knew themselves to be out of the reach
of our Resentmeitt.

FAB. CXV. The Judicious Lion.

A LION having taken a young Bullock, stood

Over, and was just going to devour it, when a Thief

steptin, and cried Halves with him. No Friend,

says the Lion, you are too apt to take what is not

your Due, and therefore I shall have nothing to say
to you. By chance, a poor honest Traveller hap-
pened to come that way, and seeing the Lion, mo-

destly and timorously withdrew, intending to go
another v/ay. Upon which, the generous Beast,
with a courteous affable Behaviour, desired him to

cajne forward, and partake with him in that, to



jESOP'S fables. 187

Avhich his ISIodcsty and Humility liad given him
so i^ood a Title. Then dividing- thfc Prey into two

equal Parts, and feasting- himself upon one ofthcni,
he retired into the Woods, and left the Place cleai-

for the honest Man to covne in and take his share.

THE APPLICATION.

There is no one but Avill readily allow this Behaviour of the

Lion to have been commendable and just ; notwithstanding
tvhich Greediness and Importunitj' never fail to thrive and at-

tain their cnds^ wliile Modesty starves, and is for ever poor.

Nothing is more disagreeable to quiet reasonable Men, thaii

those ti»at are petulant, forward, and craving, in soliciting for

their Favours ; and yet Favours are seldom besto-wed, but upon
such as have extorted them by these teazing offensive means.

Every Patron, when he speaks his real Thoughts, is ready to

acknowledge that the modest Man has the best Title to ])i3

Esteem ; yet he suffers himself, too often, to be prevailed upon
naerely by outrageous Noise, to give that to a shameless assum-

ing Fellov/, whicli he knows to be justly due to the silent, un-

applying modest Man.
It would be a laudable Thing in a Man in Power, to make a

Resolution not to confer any advantageous Post upon tlie Person
that asks for it; as it would tree him from Importunity, and af-

ford him a quiet Leisure, upon any vacancy, either to consider

with himself who had deserved best of tiieirCountrj^, or to in-

quire and be informed by those whom he could trust. But, as

this is seldom or never practised, no wonder that we often fnid

the Names of Men of little Merit mentioned in the public

Prints, as advanced to consideraljle Stations, who were uncapiv
ble of being known to the Public any other way.
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FAB. CXVI. The Wolf and the Kid.

ltll!!i!i!llillUiiiauiiuhuilllinill

1 HE Goat going abroad to feed, shut up her young
Kid at home, charging him to bolt the Door fast,

and open to no body, till she herself should return.

The Wolf, who lay lurking just by, heard this

Charge given ; and soon after came and knocked
at the Door, counterfeiting the Voice of the Goat,
and desiring to be admitted. The Kid, looking
out at a Window, and finding the Cheat, bid him

go about his business ; for, however he might imi-

tate a Goat's Voice, yet he appeared too much like

a Wolf to be trusted.

THE APPLICATIOX.

As it is impossible that young People should steer their course

r.right in the world, before tiiey are acquainted with the Situation

of die many dangers Mhicli lie in theu" way ; it is therciorc ne-

cessary that they should be under the Government and Direc-

tion of those Avho are appointed to take the charge of their

Education, whether they are Parents or Tutors by them intrust-

ed with the Instruction of their Children. If a Child has but

Sleasoa enough to ccuaitler at all, hov readily sjiould it embrace
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tlie Counsel of its Father ! how attentively hsten to his Pre-

cepts ! and how steadily pursue his Advice ! Tlie Father has

already walked in the difficult Wilderness of Life, and has ob-

served every Danger which lies lui'king in the Paths of it, to

annoy the Footsteps of those who nevo' trod the way before.

Ofthese, with much Tenderness and sincere Affection, he makes
a Discoveiy to his Son ; telling him what he must avoid, and

directing him how to make a safe, honourable, and advantageous
Journey, When therefore the Child refuses to follow the Di-
rections of so skilful a Guide, so faithful, so lo\'ing, and so sin-

cere a Friend, no wonder if he falls into many Mischiefs, which
otherwise he might have escaped, unpitied and unlamented by
all that know him, because he obstinately contemned the kind
Admonitions of him that truly wished and intended his Happi-
ness, and perversely followed the Examples of those who de-

coyed him out of the way ot Virtue, into the thorny Mazes of
Vice and Error. Nor should Children take it ill, if the Com-
mands of their Parents sometimes seem difficult and disagree-
able ; perhaps upon Experiment, they may prove as pleasant
and diverting, as if they had followed their own Choice ; this

however, they may be assured of, that all such Cautions are in-

tended out of true Love and Affection, by those who are more
experienced than themselves, and therefore betterjudges vhiat
their Conduct shcrald be.
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Fi\B. CXVII. The Wolf, the Fox, and the Ape.

1 HE Wolf indicted the Fox of Felony, before the

Ape, who upon that occasion was appointed spe-
cial Judge of the Cause. The Fox gave in his An-
swer to the Wolf's Accusation, and denied the Fact.

So, after a fairHearing, on both Sides, the Ape gave
Judgment to this purpose ;

I am of Opinion that

you, says he to the Wolf, never lost the Goods you
sue for ; And as for yoU; turning to the Fox, I make
no question, says he, but you have stolen what is

laid to your Charge, at least. And thus the Court
was dismissed, with this public Censure passed
upon each Party.

THE APPLICATION.

A Man that has once blemished liis Credit by Knavery, will

jtot be believed tor the future, even though he should speak the

Truth. One \vould think the Consideration oftliis should be some
Obstruction to Lying and Cheating, and a Uiscouragement to the

Professors of that Faculty. Whoever is detected of voluntary
deliberate Falsehood, although no Cognizance is had of it by the

Public, v;i!l yet be forever detested by the honest discreet pait
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of his Acquaintance : and though he may escape all manner of

Penalty from the Law of the Land in which he lives, yet all that
know him will lay him under a tacit private Condemnation, and
treat him for ever after as an out-law and an excommunicated
Person.

Cheating and Knavery may noAvand then succeed and passmus-
ter with the most silly undiscerning part of Mankind ; but the
Contrivers of such villanous Plots, whatever their Advantage
may be, are sure of getting little or no Honour by their Exploits ;

and are liable to be detected and exposed, even by the simple
Crew vv'hich they practise iipon. A very Ape knows how to

distinguish and pass just Sentence upon a Fox or a Wolf; but
the honest just Man, Avho is fair and upright in all his Dealinga,
is unexceptionable to every body, and no less sure of turning
every Negociation to his Profit, than to his Honour and Credit.
A Knave has a Chance, and perhaps but an indifferent one, of

succeeding once or twice, and that with the most foolish part of
MankimI ; whereas an honest Man is sure of being constantly
trusted, and well esteemed, and tliat by all wise and good Peo-
ple.

FAB. CXVIII. Jupiter and the Ass.

^ A- CERTAIN Ass which belonged to a Garden-
er, and was weary of carrying his heavy Burdens,
prayed to Juiiiter to give him a new Master. Jufiiter
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consenting to his Petition, gave him a Tile-maker,
who loaded him with Tiles, and made him carry
heavier Burdens than before. Again he came, and
made Supplications, beseeching the God to give
him one that was more mild ; or, at least, to let him
have any other Master but this. Jupiter could not
choose but laugh at his folly ; however, he grant-
ed his Request this time also, and made him over

to a Tanner. But, as soon as the poor Ass was sen-

sible what a Master he had got, he could not for-

bear upbraiding himself with his great Folly and

Inconstancy, which had brought him to a Master
r.ot only more cruel and exacting than any of the

former, but one that would not spare his very Hide
iifter he was dead.

THE APPLICATION.

This Fable is a lively Representation ofthe Instability ofMan-
kind, who are seldom or never contented with their own Lot.

*' Nemo, quern sibi sortem
" Seu ratio dederit, sen sors objecerit, ilia

** Contentus vivat, laudet diversa sequentes." Hor.

But whatever Men may think, it is a thousand to one but they
know less of any other Way, than of that in which they have
been bred ; and if Providence should comply with their humour-
ous Request in such a case, they would probably find themselves
jnore at a loss, and more uneasy in their new Station of Life,
than ever they were in the old

; at least, there is great reason to

suppose they would. The Vanity and Ignorance of the Men of

this World are so great, that ifevery Man might be what he de-

sired, fev/ Avould be what they ought. So that it is not of less

Importance to the good of the Public in general, than our own
particular Quiet and Happiness, that every Man should be easy
tind contented with the Condition which Providence and W*
Iviucation have allotted him*
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FAB. CXIX. The Boy and his jMcther.

A. LITTLE Boy who went lo School, stole one of

his School-Fellows Horn-books, and brought it

home to his Mother : who v/as so far fi cm correct-

ing and discouraging him upon account of the

Theft, that she commended and gave him an Apple
for his Pains. In process of time, as the Child grew
lip to be a Man, he accustomed himself to greatei*
Robberies ; and at last, being apprehended and
committed to Gaol, he was tried and condemned
for Felony. On the Day of his Execution, as the

Officers were conducting him to the Gallows, he
was attended by a vast crov/d of People, and among
the rest by his Mother, who came sighing and sob-

bing along, and taking on extremely for her Son's

unhappy Fate
;
which the Criminal observing,

called to the Sherift', and begged the Favour ofhim,
that he would give him leave to speak a word or two
to his poor afflicted Mother. The Sheriff (as who
would deny a dying Man so ret\souable aPvequest)

R
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^Ave him Permission ; and the Felon, while as

every one thought he was whispering something
of importance to his Mother, bit off her Ear to the

great offence and Surprise of the whole Assembly.
What, say they, was not this Villain contented with

the impious Facts which he has already commit-

ted, but that he must increase the Number of them,

by doing this Violence to his Mother ? Good Peo-

ple, replied he, I would not have you to be under
a Mistake ; that wicked Woman deserves this, and
even worse at my Hands ; for if she had chastised

and chid, instead of rewarding and caressijig me,
when in my Infancy I stole the Horn-book from

School, I had not come to this ignominious un-

timely End.

THE APPLICATION,

Notwithstanding the great innate Depravity of Mankind, one
sieed not scruple to affirm, That most of the Wickedness Avhioh

is so frequent and so pernicious in tlie World, arises from a bad
Education ;

and that the child, not only derives its share of

Original Sin from the Contagion of its Parents, but is also oblig-

ed, either to their Example or Connivance, for most of the vi-

cious Habits which it wears through the course of its future Life.

The Mind of one that is young, is like Wax, soft, and capable
of any Impression which is given it ; but it is hardened by Time,
and the first Signature grows so firm and durable, that scaixe

any Pains or Application can erase it.

It is a mistaken Notion in People, w'hen they imaginethatthere
is no occasion for regulating or restraining the Actions of very
young Children, v.'hich though allowed to be sometimes very
jiaughty in those of a more advanced Age, are in them, they
suppose, altogether innocent and inoffensive. But, however ir-

nocent they may be, as to their Intention then, yet, as the Prac-
tice may grow upon them unobserved, and root itself into a Ha-
bit, they ought to be checked and discountenanced in their first

Eftbrts towards any thing that is injurious or dishonest ; that the

I>ove of Virtue, and t'.je Abhorrence ofWrong, and Oppression,

may be let into their Minds, at the same time that they receive

the very first Dawn of understanding, and Glimmering of Rea-
son. V\iiatever Guilt arises from the Actions of one whose Edu-
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cation has been deficient as to this Point, no question buta just
Share of it will be laid, by the great Judge of the World, to the

Charge of those who were, or should have been, his Instructors.

FAB. CXX. The Wolves and the Sick Ass.

An Ass being sick, the Report of it was spread
abroad in the Country, and some did not stick to

say, that she would die before another Night went
ever her Head. Upon this several Wolves came
to the Stable where she lay, under pretence of mak-

ing her a Visit ;
but rapping at the Door, and ask-

ing how she did, the young Ass came out and told

them, That his Mother was much better than they
desired.

THE APPLICATION.

The charitable Visits which are made to many Sick People,
proceed from mucli the same Motive with that which prevailed

«pon the AVolves to pay their Duty to the sick Ass, namely, that

they may come in for some share of their Remains, and feast

tt>emselves upon theRevers; ji of their Goods and chattels. We
cannot therefore, without Pleasure, see these selfish Visitants

discovered througli their Mask of Charity, and treated with such
a Reserve, as Neighboui's of their sort justly challenge.
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As a Behaviour thus {grossly impertinent and ofTiclous, mu'.t

needs be ofFensive to a disceining Man, and more especially at

s'icli a time, when he labours under .'uiy Indisposilion or Pain of

Jiody ; so it is xavy tVecjuentl}' injario-is to the Interest of him
who miikes use of it, and proves to be the means of h':s missing
such an Inheritance or Legacy, as a more distant and Modest

l)eportment niiglit have secured to him.

FAB. CXXI. T/ie Ant arid the Grasshopper.

In the Winter-Season, a Commonwealth of Ants

was busily employed in the Management and Pre-

servation of their Corn ;
which they exposed to the

Air, in Heaps, round about the Avenues of their

little Country Habitation. A Grasshopper, who had

chaaced to outlive the Summer, and was ready to

starve with Cold and Hunger, approached them
with great Humility, and begged that they would
relieve his Necessity with one Grain of Wheat or

|

Rye. One of the Ants asked him, how he had dis-

posed of his Time in Sum.iner, that he had not tak-

en pains, and laid in a Stock, as they had done.

Alas, Gentlemen, says he, I passed away the Time
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Tiierrily and pleasantly, in Drinking, Sing-ing-, and

Dancing, and never once thought of Vv^inter. If

tliat be the case, replies the Ant, hiughing, all I

have to Siriy is, That they who drink, sing, and dance

in Summer, must starve in Winter.

THE APPLICATION.

As Summer is the season of the Year, in which the industri-

ous and hiboi-ious Husbandman gathers and iays up such Fruits

as may supply his Necessities in Winter ; So, Youth and Man-

hooij, are tUe Times of Life which we should employ and be-

stow in hiving in such a stock of alt kind of Necessaries, as may
suffice for tlie craving Demands of helpless Old Age. Yet, not-

•withstanding the Truth of this, there are many of those, which

we call rational Creatures, who live in a Method quite opposite

to it,
and make it their business to squander away, in a profuse

PrfKligality, whatever they get in their younger Days; as if the

Infirmity of \ge would require no Supplies to support it ; or, at

least, would find them administered to it in some miraculous way.
From this Fable we learn this admirable Lesson, Never to

lose any present opportunity of providing against the future

Evils and Accidents of Life. "While Health, and the Flower and

Vigour of our Age remain firm and entire, let us lay them out^
to tlie best advantage ; that when the latter Days take hold of

«s, and spoil us of our Strengtii and Abilities, we may have a

Store moderately sufiicient to subsist upon, which we laid in, in

tii.e Morning of our Age.
The Ant, wdiich is a Creature truly provident, and laborious,

has always been proposed to us as an Instance of the Industry
aforesaid. Both .Tewand Ge/i^.'7e illustrate their Reasonings upon
this Head, by mentioning thislittleTypeof seasonableDiligence.
Solomon seems to be in a Passion with the lazy part of his Spe-

cies, and instead of urging much with them, says in short. Go to

the Anf, than Sluggard ; condder her Ways, and be loise. liar-

race, inspired by his own good Sense, or perhaps having tliis

Fable in his Eye, sr^ys,

• E.remphnn magni formica laboris

Ore trabit qnodcunque potest, atque addit acervo^

Quern stridt, hand ignara acnon incaiita futuri.

Qude simul inversum contristat Aquarius amiuniy
J^'on usquam prorepit, & illis utitur ante

Q'diesitis paiiens-

R2
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Wliocver llicrefore tliink fit to spend tliePrlrne of their Life

in useless Di.ersinns and unprofitable Amusement, must not be

surprised, if, in the boarv Winter of Age, they find themselves

in a starving unpitied Condition.

FAB. CXXII. The Ass, the Lion, and the Cock.

An Ass and a Cock hLippcncd to be feeding to-

gether in the same Place, when on a sudden they

spied a Lion approachiiig them. This Beast is re-

ported, above all things, to have an aversion, or

rather antipathy to tiie Crowing of a Cock
; so

that he no sooner heard the Voice of that Bird,
than he betook him to his heels, and run tr.vay as

fast as ever he could. The Ass, fancying he lied

for fear of him, in the Bravery of his Heart pursu-
ed him, and followed him so far, that they were

qtiite out of the hearing of the Cock ; v.-hich the

Lion no sooner perceived, but he turned about and
seized the Ass ; and just as he was ready to tear

him to pieces, the sluggish Creature is said to

have expressed himself thus; Alas! Fool that I
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was, knowing the Cowardice of my own nature,
thus by an aflfected Courage, to throw myself into
the Jaws of Death, when I might have remained
secure and unmolested.

THE APPLICATIOX.

There are many, who, out of an Ambition to appear consider-

able, affect to shew themselves Men of Fire, Spirit, and Cour-

age : But these being Qualities, of which they are not the right
Owners, they generally expose themselves, and shew the little

Title they have to them, by endeavouring to exert and produce
them at unseasonable Times, or with improper Persons. A
Bully, for fear you should find him out to be a Coward, over-
acts his part, and calls you to account for Affronts, which a Man
of true Bravery would never have thought of. And a cowardly
silly Fellow, observing that he may take some Liberties with

impunity, where perhaps the Place or the Company protect
iiim, falsely concludes from thence, that the Person with whom
he has made free, is a greater Coward than himself; so that he
not only continues his offensive Railery and impertinence for
the present, but probably renews them in some Place not so

privileged as the former, where his Insolence meets with a due
Chastisement ; than which nothing is more equital)le in itself,

cr agreeable to the discreet part of M.ankimT.
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FAB. CXXIII. The Ape and the Fox.

i]im{||||{niiiiiinniniHiiuiiiniuiniiiiRi!ii!i>!ii::i

The Ape meeting the Fox, one Da», hiir.ibly

requested him to give him a piece of his fine long
brush Tail, to cover his poor naked Backside,
which was exposed to all the Violence and In-

clemency of the Weather ; for, says he, Reynard,

you have already more than you have occasion for,

and a great part of it even drags along in the

Dirt. The Fox answered, That as to his having
too much, that was more than he knew ; but be it

as it would, he had rather sweep the Ground with

his Tail, as long as he lived, than deprive himself

of the least Bit to cover the Ape's nasty stinking
Posteriors.

THE APPLICATION.

One caunot help Considering the AVorkl, in the Particular of

the Goods of Fortune, as a kind of Lotteiy ;
in which some

few are entitled to Prizes of different Degrees; others, and
those hy much the greatest part, come off with little or nothing.

Soinej like the Fox, have CTen larger Circumstances than they
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know what do Avith, insomuch, that they are rather a Charge
and Incumbrance, than of any true Use and Pleasure to them.

Others, like the poor Ape's case, are all Blank ; not ha^ng
been so lucky as to draw from the Wheel of Fortune where-
"Vf'iih to cover their Nakedness, and live with tolerable Decency.
That these things are left, in a great measure by Providence to

the blind uncertain Shuffle of Chance, is reasonable to conclude
fi-ora the unequal Distribution of them ; for there is seldom any
Kegard had to true Merit upon these occasions; Folly and

Knavery ride in Coaches, while Good sense and Honesty walk
ill tlie Dirt. The all-wise Disposer of Events does certainly

permit these things for just and good Purposes, which our shal-

low Understanding is not able to fathom ; but, humanely think-

ing, if the Riches and Power of the World were to be always
in the hands of the virtuous pai't of Mankind, they would be
anore likely to do good with them in their Generation, than the
Tile sottish Wi^etches who generally enjoy them. A tinily good
'Man would direct all the superfluous -part of his Wealth, at

least, for the Necessities of his Fellow Creatures, though there
^ere no Religion which enjoined it : But selfish and Avaricious

People, vfho are always gi-eatKnaves, how much soever they may
Iiave, will never think they have enough ; much less be indue-

ed, by any Considerations for Virtue and Religion, to part \vitll

the least Farthing for public Charity andBenefitence*
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FAB. CXXIV. The Ass and the Little Dog.

llniUiiG^^Sllllillllilll 11 1 111 1

The Ass, observing how great a Favourite the

little Dog was with his Master, how much carets-

ed and fondled, and fed with good Bits at eveiy
Meal ;

and for no other Reason, as he could per-

ceive, but skipping and frisking about, wagging
his Tail, and leaping up into his Master's Lap ;

he was resolved to inaitate the same, and see

whether such a Behaviour would not procure him
the same Favours. Accordingly, the Master was
iio sooner come home from walking about his

Fields and Gardens, and was seated in his Easy
chair, but the Ass, who observed him, came gam-
boling and braying towards him, in a very aukward
manner. The Master could not help laughing
aloud at the odd Sight. But his Jest was soon

turned into Earnest, when he felt the rough Sa-

lute of the Ass's Fore-feet, who, raising himself

upon his hinder Legs, pawed against his Breast

with a most loving Air, and would fain have jump-
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ed into his Lap. The good Man, terrified at this

outrageous Behaviour, and unable to endure the

Weight of so heavy a Beast, cried out ; upon
which, one of his Servants running in with a good
Stick, and laying on heartily upon the Bones of the

poor Ass, soon convinced him, That every one
%vho desires it, is not qualified to be a Favourite.

THE APPLICATION.

Some Alen are as engaging in their way as little Dogs. They
can fawn, wheedle, cringe, or it" occasion require, leap back-
•ward and forward over a Stick, to the great Emolument of their

Master, and Entertainment of tiiose that behold them. But
those are Qualifications to which every body cannot pretend :

and therefore none but those who have a Genius for it, should

aspire at the employment.
Many a Man en\ies the Happiness of these Favourites, and

would fain insinuate himself into the same good graces, if he did
but know the way ; but whoever has a tolerable share of Discre-

tion, will distrust his Abilities, in this respect, and modestly for-

bear the Attempt, for fear he should miscarry, and look like an
Ass.

But in short, the true Moral of this Fable is, That every one
should consider the just Turn and Temper of his Parts, and
Aveigh the Talents by which he hopes to be distinguished. Af-
ter such an Exaiiiiuation, he may the more certainly know how
to apply them to the most pi-Oj^er Purposes; at least, so as not
to hurt, or even mortify himself by any mistaken Address. The
Poet's Advice to an Author, to consider before he begins to

•write,

quid valeant Mimen, quidferre recusant,

may not be unaptly directed to those who would procure a Great
Man's esteem. They must be prepared to do and suffer, per-
haps, more than they are aware of; and it may be expected
they should go through Business which all their Forecast could
never suggest to them.

Since there is such a variety of Tempers in the World, and
a no less multiplicity of Aits and Studies to fit and tally with
them, how reasonable is it in general, how much would it be
for the true Interest of every one in particular, if Men would
but be directed by the natural Bent of their Genius, to such
Pursuits as are most agreeable to theii' Capacities, and to tfee-
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Hudiments of Education whicb they may have most sfroiigijr
imbibed.

nihil invita dices sadosve Minerva.

Horace, than whom none ever had a more delicate and refined

Judgment, advises us to consult ourselves in all our Undertak-

ings, and never to do or say any thing which does not rua

smoothly, and with the Grain. But the Important Article of

kno~tnng ourselves as we should do, so necessary upon all oc-

casions, and yet so generally wanting, will always be a great
Obstacle to our making the ^Vorld and ourselves so happy, as

otherwise we should be capable of doing.

FAB. CXXV.

The Birds, the Beasts, and the Bat.

' JNCE upon a Time, there commenced a fierce

War between the Birds and the Beasts ; when the

Bat, taking the advantage of his ambiguous Make,
hoped by that means, to live secure in a State of

Neutrality, and save his Bacon It vv^as not long
before the Forces on each side met, and gave Bat-
tle ; and their Animosities running very high, a«

bloody Slaughter ensued. The Bat, at the begin-
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mng of the Day, thinking the Birds most likely to

carry it, listed himself among them ; but kept flut-

tering at a little distance, that he might the bet-

ter observe, and take his measures accordinc'Iv.

However, after some time spent in the Action, the  

Army of the Beasts seeming to prevail, he went

entirely over to them, and endeavoured to convince

ihem, by the affinity which he had to a Mouse,
that he was more by nature a Beast, and would al-

ways continue firm and true to their interest. His
Plea was, admitted ; but, in the end, the Advan-

tage turning completely on the side of the Birds,
under the admirable Conduct and Courage of their

General, the Eagle ; the Bat, to save his Life, and
*

escape the Disgrace of falling into the Hands ot

his deserted Friends, betook himself to flight ;
antl

<.^ver since, scuiking in Caves and hollow Trees
all day, as if ashamed to shew himself, he never

appears till the dusk of the Evening, when all the

feathered inhabitants of the Air are gone to roost.

THE APPLICATION.
For any one to desert the Interest of his Country, and turn

Itenegado, either out of Fear, or any Prospect of Advantage,
is so notoriously vile aofl low, that it is no wonder if the Man,
Avho is detected in it, is for ever ashamed to see the Sun, and
to shew himself in the Eyes of thoee whose Cause ]je has be-

trayed. Yet, as there is scarce any Vice^ even to be imagined,
Jtut there may be found Men v/ho have been guilty of it, pei--

haps there have been as many Criminals in the Cr.se before, us^^
as in any one particular besides, notwithstanding the aggrava-
tion and extraoi'dinury degree of its Baseness. We canr.ot hel^v
reflecting upon it with Horror ; but, as truly detestable as thi.s

Vice is, and must be acknowledged to be by all Mankind, so far
are those that practise it from being treated witli a just Kesent-
jncnt by^the rest of Mankind, that,"by the kind Reception they
fifterwards meet with, they rather seem to be encouraged and
applauded, than despised and discountenanced for it.

If these Deserters were to sufter the same Fate witli the I>ftt,
and by Uw^meU not to yppear till after (he class of the Eyeflipg;
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we should sometimes be deprived of very considerable Faces in

the great diurnal Assemblies of the Nation. But probably, the
Street would rattle more than ever^, a nights ; and the great
number of Flambeaux which would attend the Coaches and
Chairs of Distinction, would illuminate the Town to such a de-

gree, as to make the Interdiction of a Day a very inconsidera-

ble Penalty.

FAB. CXXXI. The Bear and the Bee-Hives.

nnf,,i»»»»».,„„„
millll|.|

A BEAR, climbing over the Fence into a Place

where Bees were kept, began to Plunder the

Hives, and rob them of their Honey. But the

Bees, to revenge the Injury, attacked him in a

%vhole Swarm together ;
and though they were not

able to pierce his rugged Hide, yet, with their lit-

tle Stings, they so annoyed his Eyes and Nostrils,

that, unable to endure the smarting Pain, with im-

patience he tore the Skin over his Ears with his

own Claws, and suffered ample Punishment for

the Injury he did the Bees, in breaking open their

waxen Cells.
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THE APPLICATION.

Many and great are the Injuries of which some Men arc

guilty towards others, for the sake of gratifying some liquorish

Appetite. For there are those who would not stick to bring
Desolation upon their Country, and the hazard of their ov. n

Necks into the bargain, rather than baulk a wicked Inclinatilin, j

eithei- of Cruelty, Ambition, or Avarice. But it were to be j

wished all who are hurried by such blind Impulses, would con-
^

sider a moment, before they proceed to irrevocable Execution.

Injuries and Wix)ngs not only call for Revenge and Repai'ation i

with the Voice of Equity itself, but oftenthnes carry their Pun- !

ishment along with them, and, by an unforeseen Train of

Events, ax'e retorted at the Head of the Actor of them : and
not seldom, from a deep Remorse, expiated ui)on himself by
his own Hand.
As for the Reprobates, whose Foreheads are hardened with

triple Brass, and hackneyed with daily deliberate Practice in

Villany, we cannot so much as hope to reclaim them by Argu-
raents of Reason and Justice : and must therefore be forced to

leave them to Che necessary consequences of Impiety.
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FAB. eXXVII. The Cock and the Fox.

A. COCK being perched among the Branches of
a lofty Tree, crowed aloud, so that the Shrillness

of his Voice echoed through the Wood, and in-

vited a Fox to the Place, who was prowling in

that Neighbourhood in quest of his Prey, But

Heynard^ finding the Cock was inaccessible, by
reason of the Height of his Situation, had recourse

to Stratagem in order to decoy liim down ; so, ap-

proaching the Tree, Cousin, says he, I am hearti-

ly glad to see you ; but, at the same Time. I can-

not forbear expressing my Uneasiness at the In-

convenience of the place, which would not let me
pay my respects to you in a handsomer Manner ;

though I suppose you will come down presently,
and so that Difficulty is easily removed. Indeed,

Cousin, says the Cock, to tell you the Truth, I do
not think itsafe to venture myself upon the Ground,
for though 1 am convinced how much you are my
Friend, yet I may have the Misfortune to fall into
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the Clutches of some other Beast, and what will

become of me then ? O dear, says Reynard^ is it

possible ihat you can be so ignorant, as not to know
of the Peace that has been lately proclaimed be-

tween all Kind of Birds and Beasts, and that we
are, for the Future, to forbear Hostilities on all

Sides, and to live in the utmost Love and Harmo-

ny, and that under Penalty of suffering the sever-

est Punishment that can be inflicted? All this while

the Cock seemed to give little attention to what
was said, but stretched out his Neck as if he saw

something at a Distance. Cousin, says the Fox,
what is that you look at so earnestly ? Why,
says the Cock, I think I see a Pack of Hounds

yonder, a little way off: Oh then, says the Fox,

your humble Servant, I must be gone. Nay,
pray Cousin, do not go, says the Cock, 1 am just
a coming down

;
sure you are not afraid of Dogs

in these peaceable Times. No, no, says he ; but

ten to one whether they have heard of the Procla-

mation yet.

THE APPLICATION.

It is a very agreeable thing to see Craft repelled by Cunning :

more especially to behold the Snares of the Wicked broken and
defeated by the discreet Management of the Innocent. The
Moral of this Fable principally puts us in mind, not to be too
credulous toward the Insinuations of those, who are already
distinguished by their want of Faith and honesty. It is the Na-
ture of a Avicked Minister of State to plunder and devour the

People, as much as it is the Quality of a Fox to prey upon
Poultry. When therefore any such would draw us into a Com-
jdiance with their destructive Measures, by a pretended Civili-

ty, and extraordinary Concern for our Interest, we should con-
sider such Proposals in their true light, as a Bait artfully placed
to conceal the fatal Hook which is intended to draw us into

Captivity and Thraldom. An honest Man, with a little plain
3ense, may do a thousand advantageous things for the public

Good, and without being master of much Address or lUietonc,

S.3
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as easily convince People that liis designs are intended for t'leir
Welfare : Bat a wicked designing Politician, though he lias a
Ton-ue as eloquent as ever spoke, may sometimes be disap-
pointed in his projects, and foiled in his Schemes

; especiallywhen their destructive Texture is so coarsely spun, and the
Threads of Mischief are so large in them, as to be felt even by
those wliose Senses are scarce perfect enough to see and un-
derstand them.

FAB. CXXVIII. The Cat and the Cock.

''""i: '••^J.;:'!

1 HE Cat having a mind to make a Meal of the

Cock, seized him one Morning, by Surprise, and
asked him what he could say for himself, why
Slaughter should not pass upon him ? The Cock
replied, that he was serviceable to Mankind, by
crowing in the Morning, and calling them up to
their daily Labour. That is true, says the Cat, and
is the very Objection that I have against you; for

you make such a shrill impertinent Noise, that

People cannot sleep for you. Besides, you are an
incestuous rascal, and make no scruple of lying
with your Mother and Sisters. Well, says the

Cock, this I (lo not deny j but I do it Jo procure
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Ef^gs and Chickens for my Master. Ah ! Villam

says the Cat, hold your wicked Tongue ; such

Impieties as these declare that you are no longer
fit to live.

THE APPLICATION.

"When a wicked Man, in Power, lias a mind to glut his Ap-
petite, in any respect. Innocence, or even IMerit, is no Protec-

tion against him. The Cries of Justice, and the Voice of Rea-

son, are of no effect upon a Coni^cience hardened in iuiquitj-g

and a Mind versed in a long Practice of Wrong and Rohhery ;

Remonstrances liowever reasonably urged, or movingly couch-

ed, have no raoi'e Influence upon the Heart of such a one, than

the gentle Evening Breeze has upon the Oak, when it whis-

pers among its Branches : or the rising Surges upon the deaf

llock, when they dash and break against its Sides.

Power should never be trusted in the Hands of an impious
selfish Man, and one that has more regard to the Gratification

of his own unbounded Avarice, than to Public Peace and Jus-

tice. Were it not for tacit Consent and heartless Compliance
of a great Majority of Fools, Mankind would not be rid, as of-

tentimes they are, by a little Majority of Knaves, to their great
MisfortuTic ; For, whatever People may think of the Times,
'f they were ten times worse than the)' are, it is principally ow-

^g to their own Stupidity : W^hy do they trust the Man a mo->

^lent longer, who has once injured and betrayed then-,.
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FAB. CXXIX. The Dog in the Manger.

la^iSuuA^inMiflfllflHIIIIIfllli

Dog was lying upon u Manger tiul ot Hay. An
Ox being hungry, came near, and offered to eat of

the Hay ;
but the envious ill-natured Cur, getting

up and' snarling at him, would not suffer him to

touch it. Upon which the Ox, in the Bitterness of

his Heart, said, A curse lighten thee, for a mali-

cious Wretch, who wilt neither eat Hay thyself,

iior suffer others to do it !

THE APPLICATION.

EnvT is tlie most unnatural and unaccountable oF all the Pas-

sions. 'There is scarce any other Emotion of the Mind, hmvever

unreasonable, but may have something said in excuse for it ;
and

there are many of these weaknesses of the Soul, which, not- II

•withstanding the Wrongness and Irregularity of them, swell the

Heart, while they last, with Pleasure and Gladness. But the *

envious Man has no such Apology as this to make ; the stronger

the Passion is, the greater Torment he endures ; and subjects

himself to a continued real Pain, by only wishing ill to others.

Hevenge is sweet, though cruel and inhuman ; and though it
\

sometimes tliirsts even for Blood, yet may be glutted and satia-

ted. Ararice is sometimes Jjighly luoasU-ous and absurd ; ye.^
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as it is a Desire after Riches, every little Acquisition gives it Plea-
sure ; and to behold and feel the hoarded Treasure, to a Cove-
tous Man, is a constant uncloying Employment. But Envy,
which is an Anxiety arising in our Minds, upon our observing
Accomplishments in others, which we want ourselves, can never
receive any ti'ue Comfort, unless in a Deluge, a Conflagration,
a Plague, or some general Calamity that sliould befall Mankind ;

for as long as there is a Creature living that enjoys its Being hap-
pily withni the envious Man's Sphere, it will afford Noui'ishment
to his distempered IMind ; but such Nourishment as will make
him pine, and fret, and emaciate himself to nothing-

J/ividus alterius rebus macresoit opimis :

Invidia Siculi non invenere T'yvanni
Tormentum majiis. Hob,

It is not in the power of the most cruel Tyrant to invent a Tor-
ture more Y>ainful and severe, than that with which the envicus
Man punishes himself,

FAB. CXXX. TheTiQ^andthe^h&c^.

rv\
.- iliiliH^IIimsuaiuMEIISlfilllsL....

1 HE Dog sued the Sheep for a Debt
;

oi \vnich.

the Kite and the Wolf were to be Judges. They?
without debating long upon the Matter, or making
^ny scruple for want of Evidence, gave Sentence
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for the Plaintiff; who immediately tore the poor
Sheep in pieces, and divided the Spoil with the

unjust Judges.

THE APPUCATION.

Deplorable are the Tiines, when open harefaced Vallany is

protei-terl and encouraged, when Innocence is obnoxious. Ho-

nesty contemptible, and it is reckoned criminal to espouse the
Cause of Virtue. Men originally entered into Covenants and ci-

vil Compacts with each other for the Promotion of their Hap-
piness and Well-being, for the Establishment of Justice and pub-
lic Peace. How comes it then that they look stupidly on, and

tamely acquiesce when wicked Men pervert this End, and es-

tablish an arbitrary Tyranny of their own, upon the Foundation
of Fraud and Oppression? Among Beasts, who are incapable
of being civilized by social Laws, it is no strange thing to see in-

jioeenl helpless Sheep fall a prey to Dogs, AVolves, and Kites :

But it is amazing how Mankind could ever sink down to such
a iow degree of base Cowardice as to suifer some of the worst
of their Species to usurp a Power over them, to supercede the

righteous Laws of good Government, and to exercise all kinds
of Injustice and Hardship, in gratifying their own vicious Lusts.

Wherever such Enormities are practised, it is when a few rapa-
cious Statesmen combine together to get and secure the Power-
in their own Hands, and agree to divide the Spoil among them-
selves. For as long as the Cause is to be tried only among them-

selves, no question but they will always vouch for each other.

But, at the same time, it is hard to determine which resemble
Brutes most, they in acting, or the People in suffering them ift

act their vile selfish Schemes.
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FAB. CXXXI. The Hawk and the Farmer.

IllillilimniiiiuiUjJiiSI

A Hawk, pursuing a Pigeon over a Coi li tiel

with great Eagerness and Force, threw himselfin-

to a Net, which a Husbandman had planted there

to take the Crows : Who being employed not far

off, and seeing the Hawk fluttering in the Net,
came and took him

; but, just as he was going to

kill him, the Hawk besought him to let him go,

assuring him, that he was only following a Pigeon,
and neither intended, nor had done any harm to

him. To whom the Farmer replied, And what

harm had the poor Pigeon done to you ? Upon
which, he wrung his Head off immediately.

THE APPUCATION.

Passion, Prejudice, or Power, may so far blind a Man, as not

to suffer him justly to distinguish whetlier he is not acting inju-

riously, at the same time thf-t he fancies he is only doing hisDu-

ts. Now the best way of beii>g convinced, whether wl.at we do
is reasonable and fit, is to imt ourselves in the Place of the Per-

sons with whom we are concerned, and then consult our Con-

science alx)at tlie Rectitndeo,f oviv Bejhtayiour. Foi' txis we Biay
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be assured of, that we aj-e acting wrong, whenever we are doing

any Thing to anoti.er, which we should think unjust if it were

done to us. Nothing but an habitual Inadvertency, as to this

Particular, can be the Occasion that so many ingenious noble

Spirits are often engaged in Courses so opposite to Virtue and

Honour. He that would startle, if a little xVttorney should tam-

per with him to forswear himself, to bring off some small Offen-

<ler, some ordinai7 Trespasser, will, without scruple, infringe

the Constitution of his Country, for the precarious Prospect of

a place or a Pension. Which is most corrupt, he that lies, like

a Knight of the Post, for Half a Crown and Dinnei', or he that

does it for the more substantial Consideration of a thousand

J*ounds a Year ? Which would be doing most service to the

Public ; giving true Testimony in a Cause betM^een two private

Men, and against one little common Thief, Avho has stole a Gold

Watch ; or votii.'g honestly and courageously against a great

Rogue of State, who has gagged and bound the Laws, and stript

the Nation ? Let those who intend to act justly, but view Things
in this Light, and all wocild be well. There would be no danger
of their oppressing others, or fear of being oppressed themselves.

FAB. CXXXII. Death and Cupkl.

I

iJUr'IU', one sultry Sumuier's I^oon, tired with

Play, and faint with Heat, went into a cool grotto

fo veDCsehim.self, ^vhlch happened to be the Cuye
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o2 Death. He threw himself carelessly down on the

Floor, and his Quiver turning topsy turvy, all the
Arrows fell out, and mingled with those of Dtathy
which lay scattered up and down the Place. When
he awoke, he gatheredthem up as well as he could j

but they were so intermingled, that though he
knew the certain Number, he could not rightly dis-

tinguish them ; from whence it happened, that he
took upsome ofthe Arrows which belonged to Deaths
and left several of his own in the Room of them. This
is the cause that we, now and then, see the Hearts
of the Old and Decrepit transfixed with the Bolts
of Love ; and, with equal Grief and Surprise, be-

hold the youthful blooming Part of our Species
smitten with the Darts of Death.

THE APPLICATION.

If we allow for this Fable's being written by a Heathen, andl

according to the Scheme of the ancient Pagan Theology, it will

appear to be a pretty probable Solution of some Parts of the
Dispensation of Providence, which otherwise seem to be ob-
scure and unaccountable. For, when we see the Young at)d the
Old fall promiscuously, by the Hand of Death, and at the same
time consider that theWorld is governed by an all-wiseProvidence^
we are puzzled how to account for so seemingly preposterous
and unnatural a way of working. We should look upon a Gar-
dener to be mad, or at least very capricious, who when his young
Trees are just arrived to a degree of Bearing, should cut therw
down for fuel ; and choose out old, rotten, decayed, sapless
Stocks, to graft and inoculate upon ; Yet the iri'egular Proceed-

ings of those two Levellers, Love and Death, appear to be every
Jot as odd and unreasonable.

However, we must take it for granted, that these things,

though the Method of them is hidden from our Eyes, are tran-
sacted after the most just and fit manner imaginable ; but, hu-

manly speaking, it is strange that Death should be suffered to
make such undistinguished Havock in the ^Vorid ; and at the
^-ime time, just as shocking and unnatural to see Old Age laid

' twixt a pair of Wedding-Sheets, as it is for Youth and beauty
•-.•be locked up in the cold Embraces of tlie Gravsi
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FAB. CXXXIII. The Dove and the Ant.
^

1 HE Ant, compelled by Thirst, went to drink in

a clear purling Rivulet ; but the Current vith its

circling Eddy, snatched her away, and carried her

down the Stream. K Dove, pitying her distressed

Condition, cropt a Branch from a neighbouring-

Tree, and let it fall into the Water, by means of

ivhich the Ant saved herself, and got ashore. Not

long after, a Fowler, having a Design upon the

Dove, planted his Nets, and all his little Artillery,

in due Order, without the Bird's observing what

he was about ;
v.hich the Ant perceiving just as

he was going lo put his Design in Execution, she

bit him by the heel, and made him give so sudden

a Start that the Dove took the alarm,and fiew away.

THE APPLICxVTIOX.

One good Turn deserves another ; and Gratitude is excited

by so noble and natural a Spint, that he ought to be looked upon
as the vilest ot'Creatures, Avho lias no Sense of it. It is, indeed,

so very just aiid eciuitaWe a thing, aod so much every Man's
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Diitj', that to speak of it properly, one should not mention it as

any thing meritorious, or that may claim Praise and Admiration ;

any more than we should say, a ^lan ought to he rev/arded or
commended for not killing his Father, or forbearing to set fire

to his Neighbour's House. The bright and shining Piece of

Morality, therefore, which is recommended to us in this Fable,
is set forth. in the Example of the Dove, who, without any obli-

5i;ation or Expectation, does a voluntary Office of Charity to its

Fellow-Creature, in Distress. The constant uninterrupted Prac-
tice of tliis Virtue, is the only thing in which we are capable of

iinitating the great Author of our Being, whose beloved Soji, be-
sides the many Precepts he has given to enforce this Duty, used
this Expression as a common Saying, It is more blessed to give,
than to receive.

FA.B CXXX'V. Thf> F.'.frle a^d *hp Crow.

An Eagle flew down from tiie Top of a high Hock,
and settled upon the Back of a Lamb

; and then in-

stantly flying up into the air again, bore his bleating
Prize aloft in his pounces. A Crow who sat upon
an Ehfl, and beheld this Exploit, resolved to imi-
tate it ; so flying down upon the Back of a Ram, and

entangling his Claws in the Wool, he fell a chatter-

ing, and attempted to fly j by which means he
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drew the observation of the Shepherd upon him,
who finding his Feet hampered in the fleece of the

Ham, easily took him, and gave him to his Boys
for their Sport and Diversion.

THE APPLICATIOX.

Every Quality which is excellent and commendable, is not,

however, always a proper Object for our Imitation. We ought
to state our own Account honestly and fairly, that we may see

what our Abilities are, and how our Circumstances stand ; other-

"^rise, we may not only become ridiculous to others, but preju-
dicial to ourselves, by some aukward and ill-judged Emulation ;

though it happen to be in a Qualification truly laudable and great.
It behoves every Man to exert a good share ofIndustry towards
the Advancement of bis interest, or, if he pleases, of his Re-

putation. But then

J\Ieteri se quemque suo modulo ac pede verum est. Hor.

it is highly necessary that he does this with a true Regard to his

own Capacity, and without any danger of exposing or embar-

u^sing Umself in the Operation.
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FAB. CXXXV.

The Envious Man and the Covetous.

iHpiiyir;i5F!:jp!UjKi!i!!r,j!!!ji|iiiii|i(iipjmn!][

mmiininindi

An envious Man happened to be oifering up his

Prayers to Jufiiter^ just in the Time and Place

with a covetous miserable Fellow. Jupiter^ not

caring to be troubled with their Impertinences
himself, sent A/iollo to examine tbe Merits of their

Petitions, luid to give them such Pi.elief as he
should think proper. Apollo therefore opened his

Commission, and witha-l toid thtm, that, to make
short of the matter, whatever the one asked, the

other should have it double. Upon this, the co-

vetous Man, though he had a thousand things to

request, yet forbore to ask first, hoping to receive

a double Quantity, for he concluded that all Men's
Wibli^s sympathized with his By this means,
the envious Man had an opportunity of preferring
his Petition iirst, which was the thing he aimed at ;

so without Kiuc^ Hesitation, hs prayed to be re=

T ô
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lieved, by having one of his Eyes put out ; know-

ing, that of Consequence, his Companion would
be deprived of both.

THE APPLICATION.

In this Fable, the Folly of those two Vices, Envy and Ava-

rice, is fully exposed, and handsomely rallied. The Miser,
though he has the Riches of the AVorld, without stint, laid open
to his Choice, yet dares not name the Sum, for fear another
should be richer than himself. The advantage of a double

Quantity, by receiving last, is what he cannot bear to lose ; and
he fares accordingly. The envious Man, though he has a pow-
er of calling fbr good Things, without measure, to himself or

others, yet waves this happy privilege, and is content to punish
himself by a very great Loss, even that of an Eye, that he

may bring down a double Portion of the like Calamity upon
another. These are the tnie Tempers of the Covetous and
Envious : one can scarce determine whether they are more
mischievous to themselves, or the Public ; but it is manifest,
that they are highly noxious to both, and should be treated ac-

cordingly.

t.i
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FAB. CXXXVI. The Fox and the Lion.

iiHi

i HE first time the Fox saw the Lion, he fell dov;ii

at his Feet, and was ready to die with Fear. The
second time he took Courage, and could even hear

to look upon him. The third time he had the

Impudence to corae up to him, to salute him, and
to enter into familiar Conversation with him.

THE APPUCATIOX.

From this Fable we may observe the two Extremes in which
"^ve may fail, as to a proper beliaviour towards our Superioi's ;

The one is a Bashfulness, proceeding eitlier from a vicious

guilty miiul, or timorous Rusticity : The otlier, an over-bcarinf^

Impudence, which assumes more than becomes it, and so ren-
ders the Person insufferable to the Conversation of well-bred
reasonable People. But there is this difference between the
Bashfulness that ai-ises from a want of Education, and the
Sharaefacedness that accompanies conscious Guilt ; the first, by
a continuance of Time, and a nearer Ac^juaintance, may be

ripened into a proper liberal Behaviour ; the other no sooner
finds an easy practicable Access, but it throws oil* all manner
of Reverence, grows ever)' day more and more familiar, and
Iji'^ches out into th^ utmost Inuecency and {ri;egularity. In-
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(Teed tliere are many Occasions -which raay happen to cast an

Ave, or even a I'errov upon our Minds at first View, without

any just and reasonable (Grounds : But upon a little Recollec-

tion, or a nearer Insight, we recover ourselves, and can appear
inditterent and unconcerned, where, before, we were ready to

sink under a Load of Diffidence and Fear. }Ve should, upon
such Occasions, use our endeavours to regain a due degree of

Steadiness and Resolution ; but, fit the same time, Ave must
have a care that our eft'orts in that respect do not force the Bal-

ance too much, and make it rise to an unbecoming Freedom,
and an offensive Familiarity.

FAB- CXXXVII The Geese and the Cranes.

||M|ag^^^^^^^^|gf|!p|y

A riock of Geese and a Parcel of Cranes used

often to Teed together in a Corn-Field. At last, the

Owner of the Corn, with his Servants, coming up-
on them of a sudden, surprised them in the very-

Fact ; and the Geese being heavy, fat, full-bodied

Creatures, v*ere most of them Sufferers; but ths

Cranes, being thin and light, easily fiew ilway.

THE APPLICATION.

When the Enemy comes to make a Seizure, they are sur<?

to suffer most whose CircumstJ«ices are the licUest and fattest.

i
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111 any Case of Persecution, Money liangs like a dead Weight
about a Man ; and we never feel Gold so heavy as when Ave

endeaveur to make off with it.

Therefore wise and politic Ministers of State, whenever they
see a Storm begin to gather over their Heads, always take cate
to unlade themselves of a good Part of their Cargo ; and, by
tliis means, seldom find but the Blasts of Obloquy, through
Av hich they are to make their Way, are less deaf and inexora-
ble than the stormy Waves of the Ocean.

Indeed, Poverty is too frequently the Occasion of Men's be-

ing treated as if they were guilty of the greatest Crimes and

Reproaches ; but then, these Sort of Criminals have this Ad-

vantage, that no one thinks fit to treat them Avith any thing
"worse than contempt; Avhereas, if any Pretence can be found
to fall upon the Man Avho is xich, it is a Miracle if he escapes
with both Life and Money.
In short. Riches are like the Baggage of an Army ; very use-.

f«l, Avhile we lie in quiet possession of the Camp, or are pOAver-
ful enough to defy the Enemy ; but when once we are put to

the Rout, if we would get off' Avith our Lives or Liberties, we
must quit our Baggage as soon as possible, and leave it for

Plunder to our Pui'suers. Nay, however strongly intrench-

ed Ave may think ourselves, as long as Money is in the Case, it

is good to look about us for fear of a Surprise, for, after all, he
that does not, upon Occasion, make himself Wings Avith his

Riches, to fly ofFwit;h, deserves to be punished, like a Goose ais

he is, for his Heaviness.

\
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FAB. CXXXVIII. The Horse and the Ass.

j[ HE Horse, adorned with his great \Var-Saddle,
and champing his foaming Bridle, came thunder-

ing along the Way, and made the Mountains echo
with his loud shrill Neighing. He hud not gone
far before he overtook an Ass, who was labour-

ing under a heavy Burden, and moving slow-

ly on the same Track, with himself. Immediately
he called out to him, in a hauy;hty imperious Tone,
and threatened to trample him in the Dirt, if he

did not break the Way for him. The poor patient

Ass, not daring to dispute the Matter, quietly got
out of his Way as fast as he could, and let him go
by. Not long after this, the same Horse, in an

Engagement v/ith the Enemy, happened to be shot

in the Eye, which made him unfit for Shew, or any

military Business ; so he was stript of iiis fine

Ornaments, and sold to a Carrier. The Ass meet-

ing him in this forlorn Condition, thought that now
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it was his turn to insult ; and so, says he, Heyday,
FrieiKl, is it you ? Well, I always believed that

Pride of yours would, one Day, have a Fall.

THE APPLICATION.

Pride is a very unaccountable Vice; many People fall into it

unawares, and are often led into it by Motives, wliieh, if they
considered Things rightly, would make them abhor the verv

Thoughts of it. Tliere is no Man that thinks well of himself,
but desires that the rest of the World should think so too. Now
it is the M'rong Measures we take in. endeavouring after this,
that expose us to discerning People in that light which they call

Pride, and which is so far from giving us any Advantage iu
their Esteem, that it renders us despicable and ridiculous. It is

an Aftectalion of appearing coiisiderable, that puts Men upon
being proud and insolent ; and their very being so, makes theni

infalHbly little and inconsiderable. The Man that claims and
calls for Reverence and Respect, deserves none ; he that asks
for Applause, is sui-e to lose it : the certain Way to get it, is to
seem to shun it ; and the humble Man, according to the Max-
ims, even of this World, is the most likely to be exalted. He
that, in his Words or Actions, pleads for Superiority, and ra-
ther chuses to do an ill Action, than condescend to do a good
one, acts like a Heathen, and is void of Reason and Understand-

ing, The Rich and the Powerful want nothing but the Love
and Esteem of Mankind to complete their Felicity ; and these

they are sure to obtain by a good-humoured, kind Condescen-
sion : and as certain of being every Body's Aversion, while the
least Tincture of over-bearing Rudeness is perceivable in their
Words or Actions. What Brutal Tempers must they be of,
who can be easy and indifferent, while they know themselves
to be universally hated, though iu the midst of Affluence and
Power ?

But this is not all ; for if ever the Wheel of Fortune sliould
whir) them from the Top to the Bottom, instead of Friendship
or Commiseration, they will meet with nothing but Contentpt ;

and tiiat with inuch more Justice, than ever they themselves
«;\erted it towards others.
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FAB. CXXXIX.

The Husbandman and his Sons.

uitiii.....i.....i^iiiuiilOllllll(l.

A CERTAiN Husbandman lying at the Point of

Death, and being desirous his Sons should pursue
that innocent entertaining Course of Agriculture,
in which himself had been engaged all his Life,

made use of this expedient to induce them to it.

He called them to his Bedside, and spoke to this

Effect. All the Patrimony I have to bequeath to

you, Sons, is my Farm and my Vineyard, of which

i make you Joint-Heirs. But I charge you not to

let it go out of your own Occupation ; for, if I

have any treasure besides, it lies buried some-

v/here in the Ground, within a Foot of the Sur-

face. This made the Sons conclude, that he talked

of Money which he had hid there : So, after their

Father's Death, with unwearied Diligence and

Application, they carefully dug up every inch, both

of the Farm and Vineyard. From whence it came
to pass, that though they missed of the Treasure
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which they expected, the Ground, by being so well
stirred and loosened, produced so plentiful a Crop
of all that was sowed in it, as proved a real, and
that no inconsiderable, Treasure.

THE APPLICATION.

Labour and Industry, well applied, seldom fail of finding a

Treasure ; and since something towards tlie Conveniences and
Pleasures of Life may be thus procured, wliy should we lose

and thro-.v it away by being slothful and idle ? Exercise is a

great Support of Health, and ilea.th is by far the greatest sin-

gle Blessing of Life ; which alone will weigh sufficiently with

any considerate Man, so as to keep him from being xitterly
destitute of Employment. But of all the kinds of Treasure
which are sure to reward tiie Diligence of the Active ^Nian^

none is more agreeable, either in the Pursuit or possession,
than that wliicli arises from the Culture of the Earth. What
can be more satisfactory, than to have our hopes grov/ and in-

crease every Day with the Product of the Ground ; to have oui*

minds entertained with the wonderful Oeconomy of the vegetable
World ; our nerves strengthened, and our Blood purified, by a

constant return of Exercise ; and a new Relish given to every
Meal, from the Fragrancy of the Air, andFreslmess of the Soil ;

Add to all these, that the Interest of the Husbandman is, as it

Avere, planted in his Field, which will never cheat or deceive

him ; and his Stock placed in a far better Fund than South Sea,

MaiiJs, or India ; a Fund, which will bring him in Cent, per
Cent. Avithout hurting any body else, nay, to the Advantage
aud Convenience of the Public.

Ofortunates imrdum, sua si bona norint,

A^ricolas ! quibis ipsUy procul discordihus arnus^
JPundit humo facilem victem justissiina Tellies. Ymfe.

The treasures and Delights of Agriculture are so various,

that they are not easily to be described, and are never to be ex-

celled. They are scarce to be conceived by one that has not

felt them, nor to be truly painted by any but the greatest of

Poets,

u
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FAB. CXL. The Horse and the Lion.

vm\

SiUlintmi^n^^MUllllillllllillill!

LION, seeing a line plump Nag, had a great
mind to eat a bit of iiim, but knew not which way
to get him into his power. At last he bethought
himself of this Contrivance ; he gave out that he
was a Physician ; who, having gained Experience
by his Travels into foreign Countries, had made
himself capable of curing any sort of Maladv or

Distemper, incident to any kind of Beast
; hoping,

by this Stratagem, to get an easier Admittance

among Cattle, and find an Opportunity to execute
his Design. The Horse, who smoked the matter,
was resolved to be even with him ; and so hu-

mouring the thing, as if he suspected nothing, he

prayed the Lion to give him his Advice in relation

to a Thorn he had got in his Foot, which had quite
lamed him, and gave him great Pain and Uneasi-
ness. The Lion readily agreed, and desired he

might see the Foot. Upon which the Horse lift-

ed up one of his hind LegSs and while the Lion
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pretended to be poring earnestly upon his Hoof,

gave him such a Kick in the Face as quite stunned

him, and left him sprawling upon the Ground.
In the mean time the Horse trotted away, neighing,
and laughing merrily at the Success of the Trick,

by which he had defeated the Purpose of one who
intended to have tricked him out of his Life.

THE APPLICATION.

Though all manner of Fraud and Tricking is mean, and ut-

teriy beneath a IMan of Sense and Honour, yet, methinks.
Equity itself allows us to disappoint the Deceiver, and to repel
Craft by Cunning. Treachery has something so wicked and

"Worthy of Punishment in its natiu-e, that it desei'ves to meet
TV'ith a return of its own kind ;

an open Revenge would be too
liberal for it, and nothing matches it but itself. However there-

fore abominable it is, to be the Aggi^essor in this Point, yet it

•cannot be inconsistent with Virtue to counterplot, and to take
all manner of Advantages against the Man who is undermin-

ing us.

DoluSi an Virtus, quis in hosie requirat ? Virg.

This Practice is a Maxim which that nice Poet makes for the
Use of his good ^^neas. And we may at any time follow the
same Example, \Fithout ineairing the Impntation of doing a

wrong thing.

r
<•

.^-|f.
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FAB. CXLI. The Lion, the Bear, and the Fox.

tllniniuijauaiSlil!.^..^ „.„^A LiOiN cind a Bear tell loi^etiier oy the Lars,
over the Carcase of a Fawn, which they found in

the Forest, their Title to it being to be decided by-

force of Arms. The Battle was severe and tough
on both sides ; and they held it out, tearing and

\yorrying one another so long, that, what with
Wounds and Fatigue, they were so faint and weary,
thev were not able to strike another Stroke. Thus,
while they lay upon the Ground, panting and lolling
out their Tongues, a Fox chanced to pass by that

"way, who, perceiving how the case stood, very im-

pudently stept in between them, seized the Booty
which they had all this w'hile been contending for,

and carried it off. The two Combatants, who lav

and beheld all this, without having stJ'ength enough
to stir and prevent it, v/ere only wise enough to

make this Reflection ; Behold the Fruits of our
Strife laid Contention ! tliat Villain, the Fox, bears
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away llic Prize, and we ourselves have deprived
each other of the Power to recover it iVoni him.

THE APPLICxVTlON.

"When People go to law about an uncertain Title, and have

spent llicir whole Estates in the Contest, nothing is nioi'e com-
mon than for some little Pcttifb.^ging Attorney, to step in and
secure it to himself. The very iSame of Law seems to imply
JlfjDJty and Justice, and that is the Bait which has drawn in niany
to their Ruin. Others are excited hy their Passions, and care
tsot if they destroy themselves, so they do but see their Enemy
perish v/itli them. But if we lay aside Prejudice and Foily, and
ihmk calmly of the Matter, we shall find, that going to Law is

3iot the best way of deciding Uiftercnces about Property, it be-

ing, generally speaking, raucli safer to trust to tlie Arbitration of
two or three honest sensible Neighboui'S, than, at avast expense
of !iMoney, Time, and Trouble, to run tbrongli ilie tedious, i'ri-

volons Forms, with wiiich, by the Artifice of greedy Lawyers,
a Court of Judicature is contrived to be attended. It has been

sitld, that if IMankind avouM but lead virtuous moral Lives, there
Avonld be no occasion for Divines; if they v.onid but live tempe-
rately and soberly, that they Avouid ne\ er want Physicians ; both
which Assertions, though true in the main, are yet expressed
in too great a Latitude. But one may venture to affirm. That if

men preserved a strict regard to Justice and Honesty in their

Stealings with each other, and upon any ^Mistake or Misappre-
hension, Avcre always ready to refer the matter to disinterested

Umpires of acknowledged Judgment and Integrity, they never
could have the least occasion for Lawyers. AVhea People have

j^one to Lav/, it is rarely to be found but one or botli Parties Avas

eitherstupidly obstinate, or rashly inconsiderate. For, ifthe case

.should happen to be so intricate, that a IMan of common Sense
couid not distinguish avIio had the best Title, how easy Avould it

be to have the Opinion of the best Counsel in the l/and, and

agree to deterjnine it by tlu.t ? If it should ai)i)er.r dubious even
i:i\iey that, how much better Avould it be to divide the thing in

liispute, rather tlian to go to Law, and hazard the losing, not

only the whole, but Costs and Damages into the Bargain ? In

short, if People Avere hut really as well-bred, as sensible and ho-
nest as they v^ould be tlioujjlit to be, uo body Avould ever go to

LaAv.

U2
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TAB. eXLlI. T/ic Fox a?id the Sick Lien.

It v.'aLj icporLcri that tnc Lion was sick, and the

Beasls were mudc to believe, that they could not

jiiakc their Court better, than by going to visit him.

Upon this, they generally went ;
but it was parti-

cularly taken notice of, that the Fox was not one
of the number. The Lion therefore despatched
one of his Jackalls to sound him about it, and ask.

him why he had so little Charity and Respect, as

never to come near him at a time when he lay so

dangerously ill, and every body else had been to

see him. Why, replies the Fox, pray present my
Duty to his Majesty, and tell him that I have the

same Respect for him as ever, and have been com-

ing several times to kiss his royal Hand : but I

am so terribly frightened at the mouth of his Cave,
to see the Print of my Fellow Subjects Feet, all

}5ointing forwards, and none backwards, that I have
not RcRolution enough to venture in. Now the

Truth of the maUCP was, that this Sickness of the
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Lion's was only a Sham, to drav/ the Beasts into his

Den> the more easily to devour them.

THE APPLICATION.

A Man slioald weigh and consider tlic nature of any Pi-oi)(>sal

well, before lie gives into it ; for a rash and hasty corajilinuce \ms
been the Ruin of many a one. Tully says it is Js'ir^i & arias

sapientice non ti7nere credere, the Quintessence of Prudence,
not to be too easy of Belief. Horace, whose way of thinking Avas

so refined and so distinct from the Vulgar, tells JllcecenaSy llrat

upon a Supposition of the People of Homers asking him why lie

diifered from the received Notions and Opinions of the Multi-

tude, he would give them this Answer,

Olim quod Vulpes cegroie canta Leo?ii

Jiespondity referam : Quia me vesii_gia ierrent

Omnia te advorsum spectantia, nulla retrorsrL7n.

which is an Abridgement of this verv Fable. Indeed the multi-

tnde tliink altogether in the same Track, and are much upon u
Poot. Their Meditations are confined in one Channel, and they
follow one :'.nother very Orderly, in a regular Stupidity. Can a

Man of thought and Spirit be harnessed thus ? and trudge along
like a Pack horse, in a deep stinking muddy Road, when lie may
frisk it over the Beauteous La\vns, or lose himself agreeahiy in

the shady verdant Mazes of unrestrained Contemplation ? It is

impossible. Vulgar Notions are so generally attended with Er-

ror, that wherever one traces the Footsteps of the many tending
all one way, it is cnougit to make one suspect, with the Fox in

the P^iWe, that there is some Trick in it. The Eye of Reason
is dulled and stupified when it is confined, and made to gaze con-

tinually upon the same Thing : It rather chooses to look about

it, and amuse itself with Variety ofOhjects, as they lie scattered

up ar.d down in the unbounded Prospect. He that goes imjdi-

citly into a thing, may be mistaken, notwithstanding the number
of tho<;c who keep him company ; but hetliatkeeps outtiil hesces

reason to enter, acts upon true Alaxiras of Policy and Prudence.
In sliort, it becomes us, as we are reasonable Creatures, to be-

have ourselves as such, and to do as few things a3 poscibic, of

which we may have Ofcasion to repent.
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FAB. CXLIII. The Micem CoimciL

1 HE Mice called a general Council
; aiid haviri^

rp.et, arLer the Doors \vere locked, entered into a

free Consultation about Ways and Means, how to

render their Fortunes and Estates more secure from
the Dang-er of tlie Cat. Pvlany things were offered,
and much was debated, pro and con, upon the IMat-

ter. At last a young Mouse, in a line florid Speech,
concluded upon an Expedient, and that the only
one wjiich was to juit them for the future entirely
out of the Povr'cr of the Enemy ;

and this was, that

the Cat should wear a Bell aboat her neck, which,
upon the least ^lotion, would give the Alarm, and
be a Signal for them to retire into their Holes.
This Speech was received with great Applause,
and it was even proposed by some, that the Mouse
who made it should have the Tiianks of the Assem-
bly. Upon which, an old gray iSIouse, who had
sat silent all the while, stood up, and in another

Speecbj owued that the Contrivance was admira-
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ble, and tbe Author of it without doubt an ingenu-
ous Mouse ; but, he said, he thought it would not

be to proper to vote him Thanks, till he should

farther inform them how this Bell was to be fasten-

ed about the Cat's Neck, and what Mouse would
undertake to do it.

THE APPLICATIOX.

Many things appear sensible in Speculation, which are after-

wards ibund to be impracticable. And since the Execution of

•anythhig, is that wliich is to complete and finish its very Exist-

ence, what raw Counsellors are those wiio advise, what preci-

pit:^4e Politicians those who proceed to the Management of things
in their Nature incapable of answering their own Expectatioxis,
er their Promises to others.

At the same time the Fable teaclies us, not to expose ourselves

in ajiy of our little pohtic Coffee-House Committees, by deter-

inining what should be done upon eveiy Occurrence of Mai-

Administration, when we have neither Commission, nor Power
to execute it. He that upon such Occasions adjudges, as a Pre-
servative for the State, that this or that should be applied to the
Neck of those who have been Enemies to it, will appear full as

ridiculous as the Mouse in the Fable, when the Question is ask-

ed, Who shall put it there ? In reality, we do but expose our-

selves to the Hatred of some, and the Contempt of others, when
•we inadvertently utter our impracticable Speculations, in re-

spect of the Public, either in private Company, or autliorizetl

Assemblie?.
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FAB. CXLIV. The Lion, the Ass, and theY^^x,

1 HE Liun, Liic ;\ab, iiim tiic r ^x, weiii u rltint-

ing' together in the Forest ; and it was agreed that

whatever was taken should be divided amongst
them. They happened to have very good six)rt,

and caught a large fat Stag, which the Lion order-

ed the Ass to divide. The Ass, according to the

best of his capacity,d!d so, and made three pretty

equal Shares. But such levelling doings not suit-

ing at all with the craving Temper of the greedy
Lion, without farther Delay, he fiew upon the Ass,
and tore him in pieces ; and then bid the Fox di-

vide it into two Parts. Reynard^ who seldom want-

ed a Prompter, however, had his Cue given him

sufficiently upon this Occasion ; and so, nibbling
off one little Bit for himself, he laid forth all the

rest for the Lion's Portion. The Roval Brute was
io delighted at this dutiful and haridsome Proof of

his Respect, that he could not forbear expressing
the Satisfaction it gave him ; and asked him with-
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al, ^vl1ere he could possibly have learnt so proper
and hO courtly a Behaviour ? Why, replies Rey-
nard, to tell your Majesty the Truth, I was taught

by tl^e Ass that lies dead there.

THE APPLICATION.

We mav learn a great deal of useful Experience from tlie

Examples of other People, if we will but take the pains to ob-

serve them. And besides the profit of the Instruction, there is

no small Pleasure in being taught any proper Science, at the

Expense of somebody else. To this purpose, the History of for-

mer Times, as well as the Transactions of the present, are veiy
well adapted ; and so coftious, as to be able to furnish us with

Precedents upon almost every Occasion. The Rock upon which

another has split, is a kind of Light-Mouse or Beacon, to warn
«s from the like Calamity ; and by taking such an Advantage,
how easily may we steer a bafe Course.

He that, in any Negociation with his betters, does not well and

wisely consider how to behave himself, so as not to give Offence,

may very likely come off as the Ass did ; But a cool thinking-

Man, though he should despairofever making Friends ofPeople
in Power, will be cautious and prudent enough, to do nothing

' hich may provoke them to be his Enemies.
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FAB. CXLV. The Old Lion.

A LION, worn out with old Age, lay fetching his

last Gasp, and agonizing in the convulsive Strug-
gles of Death. Upon which Occasion, several of

the Beasts v/Uo had formerly been sufferers by him,
rame and revenged themselves upon him. Th e Boar,
with his mighty Tusks, drove at him in a Stroke
that glancecl like Ligluning. And the Bull gored
him with his violent Horns. Which, when tl e Ass
sav/ they might do Avithoutany Danger, he toe came

up, and tlirew his Heels into the Lion's Factjj. Up-
on which, the poor old expiring Tyrant miered
these Words with his last dying Groan : Alas ! how
grievous is it to suffer Insults, even from the iBrare

and the Valiant ! but to be spurned by so bas.e a

Creature as this is, who is the Disgrace of Nature,
is worse ilian dying ten thousand Deaths.

|

THE A IMPLICATION.

He tliat woiild be reverenced and respected by the rest of \

fcjad. BiU3t htv n\ u ioijEt'AUaR for it of scnia kind gm* other : f-.:

l;ir-
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People cannot be persuaded to pay Defereree and esteem for

notliing. So that though we have lived in good Repute in the

Worhl, it' ever we should happen to out-live our Stock, we must
not be surprised it" we find ourselves slighted and affronted, even

by the vilest Scum of the People.
If therefore we would raise to ourselves a Dignity which will

continue not only to the end of our Lives, but extend itself fur

down among the Ages of Posterity, we should take er^re to es-

tabhsh it upon 'a Foundation of Virtue and Good-nature ; This
will not only preserve us from the insults of Enemies, but, upon
occasion, surround us with a trusty Guard of faithful anil sin-

cei-e Friends.

FAB. CXLVI. The Old Man and his Sons.

:;..«i8iiii

An old Man had many Sons, who were often fall-

ing out with one another. When the Father had
exerted his Authority, and used other Means in or-

der to reconcile them, and all to no purpose, at last

he had recourse to this Expedient ;
he ordered his

Sons to be called before him, and a short Bundle
ofRods to be brouj^ht ; and then commandedtiieiri,
one by one, (.0 try if, with all their Miglst and

Streiii^th, they could any cf them break it : They
X
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all tried, but to no Purpose ; for the Rods being
closely and compactly bound up together, it was

impossible for the Force of Man to do it. After

this, the Father ordered the Bundle to be untied,

and gave a single Rod to each of his Sons, at the

same time bidding him try to break it : Which
when each did with all imaginable Ease, the Father
addressed himselfto them to this Effect O my Sons,
behold the Power ofUnity ! For ifyou, in like Man-
ner, would but keep yourselves strictly conjoined
in the Bonds of Friendship, it could not be in the

Power of any Mortal to hurt you ; but when once
the Ties of brotherly Affection are dissolved, how
soon do you fall to Pieces, and are liable to be vio-

lated by every injurious Hand that assaults you i

THE APPUCATION.

Nothing is more necessary towards completing and continuing
the Well-being of Mankind, than their entering into, and pre-

serving Friendships and Alliances. The Safety of a Govern-
ment depends chiefly upon this ; and therefore it is weakened
and exposed to its Enemies, in Proportion as it is di\'ided by par-
ties. A kingdom divided against itself is brought to Desola-
tion. And the same holds good among all Societies and Corpo-
rations ofMen, from the great Constitution of the Nation down
to every little Parochial Vestry. But the Necessity of Friend-

ship extends itself to all Sorts of Relations in Life ; as it con-
duces mightily to the Advantage of particular Clans and Fami-
lies. Those of the same Blood and Lineage have a natural Dis-

position to unite together ; which they ought, by all Means, to

cultivate and improve. It must be a great Comfort to People,
when they fall under any Calamity, to know that there are many
others who sympathise with them ; a great Load of Grief is

mightily lessened, when it is parceled out into many shares. And
then Joy, in all our Passions, loves to be communicative, and

generally increases, in Proportion to the number of those who
partake of it with us. We defy the Threats and Malice of an

Enemy, when we ai'e assured that he cannot attack us single,
but must encounter a Bundle of Allies at the same Time. But
they that behave themselves so, as to have few or no friends in

the World, live in a perpetual Fe«r aii<} Je^ousy c(f Man^B'd\
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because tliev are sensible of tbeir OAvn Weakness, and know
tbemselves liable to be crushed or broken to pieces by the first

Aggressor.

FAB. CXLVII.

The Old Woman and her Maids,

A Certain oldWoman had several Maids, who she

used to call up to their Work, every Morning, at

the CrowingoftheCock. The Wenches, whofound
it j^rievous to have their sweet Sleep disturbed so

ear]y,combined together, andkilled tiie Cock, think-

ing that, when the Alarm was gone, they might

enjoy themselves in their warm Beds a little long-
er. The old Woman, grieved for the loss of her

Cock, and having, by some means or other, disco-

vered the whole Plot, was resolved to be even with

them ; for, from that time, she obliged them to rise,

constantly at Midnight.
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THE APPUCATION.

It can never be expected that Things should he, in all respects,

jigreeable to our wishes ;
and if tiiey are not very had indeed,

we ought in many Cases to be contented v/ith them ; lest -when,

througli Impatience, we precipitately quit our present Condition

of Life, "sve may to our Sorrow find, with the old saying, that

seldom comes a better. Before we attempt any Alteration of

moment, we should be certain what State it will produce ;

for, when tilings are already bad, to make them worse by trying

Experiments, is an Argument of great Weakness and Folly,
and is sure to be attended with too lateRepentance. Grievances,
if really such, ought by all means to be redressed, provided wo
can be assured of doing it with Success : But we had better,

at any time, bear with some Inconveni^ces, than make our

Condition worse, by attempting to mend it.

FAB. CXLVIII.

The Falconer and the Partridge.

A Falconer iiaving taken a Partridge in his Nets,

the Bird begged hard fora Reprieve, and promised
the Man, if he would let him go, to decoy other

Partridges into his Net. No, replies the Falconer, I

was before determined not to spare youj but now
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you have condemned yourselfby your own Words :

For he who is such a Scoundrel, us to ofler lo be-

tray his Friends, to save hiniselt, deserves, if pos-
sible, worse than Death.

THE xiPPLICATION.

However it may be conA-enient for us to like the Treason, yet
we must be very destitute ofHonour, not to hate and abominate
the Traitor. And accordingly, History furnishes us with many
Instances of Kings and great Men, wlio have punished the Ac-
tors of Treachery with Deaths though the part they acted has
been so conducive to their Interests, as to give them a Victory,
or perhaps the quiet possession of a Throne.

!N^or can Princes pursue a more just Maxim than this ; for a

Traitor is a Villain of no Principle, that sticks at nothing to

promote his own selfish Ends ; he that betrays one Cause for a

great Sum of Money, will betray another uj.'on the same Ac-
count ; and therefore it must be very impolitic in a State, to

suffer such Wretches to live in it.

Since then this Maxim is so good, and so likely at all Tisncs
to be practised, Aih^t stupid Rogues must they be, who utidcr-

take such precarious dirty Work ! if they miscai'iy, it genc>-al-

ly proves fatal to them fiom one Side oi' other ; if i.hc}" succeed,
perhaps they may have the promised Regard, but are sure to

be detested if suffered to live, by the very Person that employs
them.

" '

X 2
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FAB. CXLIX. The Porcupine and the Snakes.

A Porcupine wantins^^ to shelter himself, desired

a Nest of Snakes to give him Admittance into

their Cave. They were prevailed upon, and let

him in according;Iy ; but were so annoyed with hist

sharp prickly Quills, that they soon repented of

their easy Compliance, and intreated the Porcu-

pine to withdraw, and leave them their Hole to

themselves. No, says he, let them quit the Place

that do not like it ; for my part, lam well enougli
satisfied as I am.

THE APPLICATION.

Some People are of such brutish inhospitable Tempers, tliat

there is no living with them, without greatly incommoding our-

selves. Therefore, before we enter into any Degree of Friend-

ship, Alliance, or Partnership, with any Person whatever, we
r-liould thoroughly consider his Nature and Qualities, his Cir-

cumstances and his Humour. There ought to be something in

each of these Respects, to tally and Con-espond with our own
Measures, to suit our Genius, and adapt itself to the size and

proportion of our Desires ; otherwise our Associations, of what-
ever Kindj may prove the greatest Plagues of eur Liie.
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Young IVIen are very apt to run into this Error : and being
warm in all their Passions, throw o})en their Arms at once,
and admit, into the greatest Intimacy, Persons whom they
know little of, but by false and urseertain Lights. Thus they
sometimes receive a Viper into their Bosom, instead of a

J'ricnd ; and take a Porcupine for a Consort, with whom they
are obliged to cohabit, though she may prove a Thorn in their

Sides, as long as they live. A true Friend is one of the greatest

IJlessings in Life ; therefore, to be mistaken or disappointed of

such an Enjoyment, when we liope to be in full Possession of

it, must be as great a Mortification. So that we cannot be too

nice and scrupulous in our Choice of Those, who are to be our

Companions for Life ; for they must have but a poor shallow

Notion of T^riendship, wiio intend to take it, like a Lease, for a

Term of Years only. In a word, the Doctrine which this Fabl©

speaks, is to prepare us against being injured or deceived by a

rash Combination of any Sort. The manners of the Man we
"desire for a Friend, of the A\'oman we like ilu' a Wife, of the

Person with v/hom we would jointly manage and concert Mea-
sures for the Adviuicement of our temporal Interest, should be

nari'owly and cautiously inspected, before we embark with

them in the same Vessel ; lest we sliould alter our mind wheu
it is too late, and think of regaining the Shore, aftei' we have

launched out of our I?epth.
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FAB. CL. The Peacock and the Magpie.

The Birds met together, upon a Time, to choose

a King. And the Peacock standing Candidate,

displayed his gaudy Plumes, and catched the

Eyes of the silly Multitude with the Richness of

his Feathers. The Majority declared for him, and

clapped their Wings with great Applause. But,

just as they were going to Proclaim him, the Mag-

pie slept forth in the midst of the Assembly, and

addressed himself thus to the new King : May it

please your Majesty Elect, to permit one of your

imv.'orthy Subjects to represent to you his Suspi-

cions and Apprehensions, in the Face of this

whole Congregation : We have chosen you for

cur King:, we have put our Lives and Fortunes in-

to your Hands, and our whole Hope and Depen-
dence is upon you : If therefore the Eagle, or the

Vulture, or the Kite, should at any Time make a

Descent upon us, as it is highly probable they will,

may your Majesty be so gracious as to dispel our
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Fears, and clear our Doubts about that Matter, by-

letting us know how you intend to defend us against
them. This pithy unanswerable Question drew
the whole Audience into so just a Reflection, that

they soon resolved to proceed to a new Choice.

hut, from thatTime, the Peacock has been looked

upon as a vain insigniticant Pretender, and the

Magpie esteemed as eminent a Speaker as any

among the whole Community of Birds.

THE APPLICATION.

Form and Outside, in the Choice ofa Ruler, should not be so

much regarded, as the Qualities and Endowments of the Mind.
In choosing Heads of Corporations, from the King of the Land,
down to the INlaster ofa Company, vipon every new Election, it

should be inquired into, which of the Candidates is most capable
of advancing the Good and Welfare of the Community ; and

upon him the Choice should fall. But the Eyes of the Multi-

tude are so dazzled with pomp and Shew, Noise and Ceremo-

Dy, tlnat they cannot see things really as they are : And from
hence it comes to pass, that so many Absurdities are committed
ar.d maintained in the World. People shoidd examine and weigh,
the real Weight and INIerit of the Person, and not be imposed
upon by Itdse Colours and Pretences of I know notviij^t.



250 ^SOP'S FABLES.

FAB CLI. The Parrot and his Cage.

A PARiiOi\ whicii belonged to a Person of

Quality, was fed every Day with plenty of choice

Dainties, and kept in a stately Cage, which was

set abroad upon a Marble Table in the Garden,
that he might enjoy the Light of the Sky, and the

Freshness of the Air, to the best Advantage. His

Master, and all the Family, when they talked to

him, used the most tender fond Expressions, and

the Disorder of his Feathers was sn^ioothed with

kindly Touches, by the fair Hand of his Lady.
Yet notwithstanding this happy Situation, he was

uneasy, and envied the Condition of those Birds

who lived free in the Wilderness, and hopped np
and down, unconiined, from Bough to Bough. He
earnestly longed to lead the same Life, and secret-

ly pined with Grief, because his Wishes were de-

nied him. After some time, however, it happen-
ed that the Door of his Cage was left unfastened,

and the long-v/ished for Opportunity v/as given
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Kim of making an Elopement. Accordingly, out

he flew, and conveyed himself among the Siiades

of a neighbouring Wood, where he thought to

spend the Remainder of his days in Content. But

alas ! poor Pol was mistaken ;
a thousand Incon-

veniences, which he never dreamt of, attended this

Elopement of his, and he is now really that miser-

able Creature, which, before, his Imagination only

made him. He is buffetted by the savage Inha-

bitants of the Grove ;
and his Imitation of a human

Voice, which formerly rendered him so agreeable,

does but the more expose him to the fierce Re-

sentment of the Feathered Nation. The delicate

food with which he used to be fed, is no more ; he

is unskilled in the Ways of providing for himself,

and even ready to die with Hunger A Storm of

Rain, Thunder, and Lightning, fills all the Air,

and he has no place to screen and Protect him :

His Feathers are wetted with the heavy Shower,
and blasted with the Flashes of Lightning. His

tender Nature suited to a milder Climate, could

not stand the severe shock ; he even died under

it. But, just before he breathed his last, he is said

to have made this Reflection : Ah, poor Pol ! were

you but in your Cage again, you would never wan-

der more.

THE APPLICATION.

This Fable may be a proper Lesson to those who are posses^-

«d -with a Spirit ofRambling, and trying Experiments : who are

so infatuated with these sir)' Notions, that though tliey have a

warm House over their Heads, and a good table to eat at, kind

indulgent Parents, or fond husbands, yet they cannot be con-

tented, but must sally forth into tlie wide World, and pass, as it

were, into a new and untried Being. People may have felt

imaginary Inconveniences at Home ; but, as they have been
vised to live in a Dependence upon others, let them but go

abroad, and try to jl^t for thej«5slves^ and thev viU, ixi ill
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Probability, soon feel real Miseries. No ship puts to Sea, with*
eut an Experienced Pilot; nor do Armies take the Field, but
under a General of Conduct and Courage ; yet some Woraeii
and Children are so perverse and wrong-headed, that they will

leave a quiet safe Port, and launch out into a World of Trou-
tles and Dangers, without the least Share of Discretion to steer

their Course by. How can they Hope to escape splitting upon
every Rock, who are thus rasii, and adventurous ! A severe

Repentance, after such Elopements, is generally as certain as

it is useless and unregarded.

FAB. CLII. The Fowler and the Ringdove.

A FOWLER took iiis Gun, and went into the

Woods a Shooting. He spied a Ringdove among
the Branches of an Oak, and intended to kill it.

He clapped the Piece to his Shoulder, and took

his Aim accordingly. But, just as he was going
to pull the Trigger, an Adder, v/hich he had trod

vipon, under the Grass, stung him so painfully \\\

the Leg, that he was forced to quit his Design,
and threw his Gun down in a Passion. The Poi-

f5on immediately infected his Blood, and his whole

Body began to mortify j whieh when he perceiv-
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ed, he could not help owning it to be just. Fate,

he says, has brought Dcistruction upon me, while

I was contriving the Death of another.

THE APPLICATION.

This is another Lesson against Injustice ;
a Topic in wliicb

our justAuthor abouinis. And if we consider the matter fairly,

we must allow it to be as reasonable that some one should do
Violence to us, as we should commit it upon another : wiien we
are impartial in our Reflections, thus we must always think.

The unjust Man, with a hardened unfeeling Heart, can do a

thousand bitter things to others ; but if any single Calamity
touches himself, O how tender he is ! How unsupportable is

the Uneasiness it occasions ! Why should we think others bora

to hai-d Treatment, more than ourselves ? or imagine it can be
reasonable to do to another, what we ourselves would be un-

-willing to suffer. In our behaviour to all Mankind, we need

only ask ourselves these plain questions, and our Consciences

will tell us how to act ? Conscience, like a good valuable Do-

mestic, plays the Remembiancer to us upon all occasions, and

^ives us a gentle Twitch when we are going to do a wrong
Thing.

It does not, like the Adder in the Fable, bite us to Death, but

only gives us kind Cautions. However, ifwe neglect these just
and frequent Warnings, and continue in a course efWickedness
and Injustice, do not let us be surprised if Providence thinks

fit, at last, to give us a home Sting, and to exercise a little Reta-

liation upon us.
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FAB. CLIII. Tht Sow and the Wolf.

'X
BT

A Su VV iictU jusl iuiTowcd, and iuy iii Ujv 8ty»

with her whole Litter of Pigs about her. A Wolf,
who longed for one of them, but knew not how to

come at it, endeavoured to insinuate himself

into the Sow's good Opinion. And according-

ly, coming up to her, How does the good Woman
in the Straw do, says he ? Can I be of any service

to you, Mrs. Sow, in relation to your little Family
here ? If you have a n.ind to go abroad, and air

yourself a little, or so, you may depend upon it, I

•will take as much care of your Pigs, as you could

do yourself. Your humble Servant, says the Sow,
I thoroughly understand your Cleaning ; and to

let you know I do, I must be so free as to tell you,
I had rather have your Room than your Compa-
ny ; and therefore, if you would act like a Wolf of

Honour, and oblige me, I beg I may never see

your FacQ again.
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THE APPLICATION.

The Ijcln.a; officiously good natiired and civil, is sometliing so

niicommon in llie World, that one cannot hear a Man make

profession of it, without being surprised, or, at least, suspecthig

the Disiuterestechiess of his Intentions. EspeeiaUj-, when one

who is a Stranger to us, or, tl\ough known, is iil-esteemed hy

5US, will he njaking Offers of Services, we have great reason IQ

look to ourselveSj'and exert a Shyness and Coldness towards

liim. We should resolve not to receive even Favours from bad

kind of People ;
for should it happen that some immediate

Mischief %vas not couched in them, yet it is dangerous to have

Obligations to such, or to give them'an Opportunity of making
a Communication with us.

FAB. CLIV. The Husbandman anrf the Stork.

The Husbandman pitched a Net in his Fields to

lake the Cranes and Geese, which came to feed

upon the new-sown Corn. Accordingly, he took

several, both Cranes a.nd Geese, and, among them,
a Stork, who pleaded hard for his Life, and, among-
other Apologies which he made, alledged that he

was neither Goose nor Crane, but a poor harmless

StorkjWho performed his duty to his Parents to all
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Intents and Purposes, feeding them when they
were old, and, as occasion required, carrying them

from Place to Place upon lus Back. All this may
be true, replies the Husbandman ; but, as 1 have

taken you in bad Company, and in the same Crime,

you must expect to suffer the same Punishment.

THE APPLICATION.

If bad Company had nothing else to make us shun and avoid

it, this, raethiiiks, might be sufficient, that it infects and taints a

Man's Rei.utatlon to as great a degi-ee as if he were thorough-

ly vet sed in the Wickedness of the whole Gang. AVhat is it to

me, if the Thief who robs me of my Money, gives part of it

to build a Church ? Is he ever the less a Thief? Shall a Wo-
man's going to Prayers twice a Day, save her Reputation, if

she is known to l5e a malicious lying Gossip ? No, such mix-

tures of Religion and Sin make the offence but the more

:flagrant, as they convince us, that it was not committed out of

Ignorance. Intleed there is no living without being guilty of

some Faults, more or less ; which the World ought to be good-

natured enough to overlook, in consideration of the general

Trailty of Mrmkind, when they are not too gi-oss and too abun-

dant. But, when we are so abandoned to Stupidity, and a ne-

glect of our Reputation, as to keep bad Company, however little

we mav be criminal in realitv,.we must expect the same Cen-

sure and Punishment as is dtle to the most notorious of oui*

Companions.
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FAB. CLV. The Shepherd's Boy.

IBBK^ iBu >«i aBiiMw BaiHuiaawM

A. Certain Shepherd's Boy kept his Sheep upon a

Common, and in Sport and wantonness won id of-

ten cry out, The Wolf, The Wolf. By this Means,
he several times drew the Husbandmen in an ad-

joining Field, from their Work ; who finding;
themselves deluded, resolved for the future to

take no Notice of his Alarm. Soon after the

Wolf came indeed. The Boy cried out in earnest.

But no heed being given to his Cries, the Sheep
are devoured by the Wolf.

THE APPLICATION.

He that is defected for being a notorious Liar, ^jesides the

Ignominy and Reproach of the Thing, incurs this JMischief,
That he will scarce he able to get any one to l)elieve him again,
as long as he lives. However true our Coinplaint may be, or
how much soever it may be for our Interest to liaveit believed,

yet if we have been frequently caught tripping before, we shall

hardly be able to gain Credit to what we relate afterwards.

Though Mankind are generally stupid enough to be often im-

posed Upon, vet few are so senseless as to believe a notorioits

Y 2
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Liar, or to trust a Cheat upon Record. These little Shaiuv,
when found out, are sufficiently prejudicial to the Interest of

ever)' private Person who pi'actises them. But, when we are
alarmed with imaginary Dangers in respect of the Public, till

the Cry grows quite stale and threadbare, how can it b« expect-
ed we should know when to guard ourselves against real ones ?

FAB. CLVI. The Serpent and the Man.

A CHILD was playing in a Meadow, and by-

chance trod upon a Serpent. The Serpent, in the

Fury of his Passion, turned up, and bit the Child
Avith his poisonous Teeth, so that it died imme-
diately. The Father of the Child, inspired with
Grief and Revenge, took a Weapon in his Hand,
and pursuing the Serpent, before he could get in-

to his Hole, struck at him, and lopt off a Piece of

liis Tail. The next Day, hoping by this Strata-

gem to finish his Revenge, he brought to the Ser-

pent's Hole, Honey, Meal, and Salt, and desired

him to come forth, protesting, that he only sought
a Reconciliation on both Sides. However, he was

j^ot able to decoy the Serpent forth, who only hiss-
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cd from within to this purpose : In vain you at-

tempt a Reconciliation ; for, as long as the Me-

mory of the dead Child, and the mangled Tail

subsists, it will be impossible for you and I to have

any Charily for each other.

THE APPLICATION.

The Mcm-ivho has injured yrm,^eill never forgive you, is a

Spanish Proverb, and, after their dry way, a very good one. It

seems odd, at first sight : Because one v/oidd think the Back-

wardness to forgive should be on the side of him who received

the injury : but the Truth of the Maxim lies, with more Cer-

tainty, on the other side. The Consciousness ofhaving provoked
the Resentment of another, will dwell so continually upon the

Mind of the Aggressor, that he cannot rest till be has finished

his Work, and put it as much as possible out of his Enemy's
Power to make any return upon him. Therefore as the Ser-

pent wisely observes, it is in vain for two People, who have X)al-

pably injured each other, ever to expect to live well together
lor the future. Mortality bids us forgive our Enemies, and the

Voice of Reason confirms the same; but neither Reason nor

Moitality bid us enter into a Friendship with, or repose a conn-

dLHce in, those who have i'.nured us. We may resolve not to

return ill Usage : but ought never to be forgiven, if, when we
can prevent it, we put ourselves into oiu* Enemy's Hands.
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FAB. CLVII. The Swallow and other Birds.

A FARMER was so\vii>g his Field with FJax,
The Swallow observed it ; and desired the other
Birds to assist her in picking the Seed up, and de-

stroying it ; telling them, that the Flax was that per-
nicious Material, of which the Thread was com-

posed which made the Fowler's Nets, and by that

means contributed to the Ruin of so many Inno-

cent Birds. But the poor Swallow, not having- the

good Fortune to be regarded, the Flax sprung up,
and appeared above the Ground. She then put
them in mind once more of their impending Dan-

ger, and wished them to pluck it up in the Bud,
before it went any further. They still neglected
her Warnings ; and the Flax grew up into the

high Stalk. She yet again desired them to attack

it, for that it was not yet too late. But all that she

could get was, to be ridiculed and despised for a

silly pretending Prophet. The Swallow, finding
^11 her Remonstrances availed nothing, was resolv-
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ed to leave the Society of such unthinking care-

less Creatures, before it was too late. So quit-

ting the Woods, she repaired to the Houses ; and

forsaking the Conversation of the Birds, has, ever

since, made her Abode among the Dwellings of

Men.

THE APPLICATION.

As Men we should always exercise so much Humanity, as to

endeavoxw the Welfare of Mankind, particularly of our Ac-

quaintance and Relations ; and, it" by nothing fai'lher, at least by
our good Advice. When we have done this, and, if occasion

required, continued to repeat it a second or third time, we shall

have acquitted ourselves sufficiently from any Imputation upon
their Miscarriage : and have nothing more to do, but to sepa-
rate ourselves from them, that we may not be involved in their

Ruin, or be supposed to partake of their Error. This is an
Excommunication which Reason allows. For, as it would be

cruel on the one side, to persecute and hurt People for being;

mistaken ; so, on the other, it would be indiscreet and over-

complaisant to keep them company through all their wrong nc^

tions, and act conU'ary to oui" Opirvion, out of pure Civility,
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FAB CLVIII. The Trumpeter taken Prisoner.

A TRUMPETER being taken Prisoner, in a

Battle, begged hard for Quarter, declaring his

Innocence, and protesting, that he neither had,
nor could kill any Man, bearing no Arms but only
his Trumpet, which he was obliged to sound at

the Word of Command. For that reason, replied
his Enemies, we are determined not to spare
you ;

for though you yourself never fight, yet with
that wicked Instrument of yours you blow up An-

imosity between other People, and so are the Oc-
casion of much Bloodshed.

THE APPLICATION.

A Man may be guilty of Murdei', wlio has "never handled a

sword, or pulled a I'l-igger, or lifted up his Arm with any niis-

cliievous Weapon. There is a little Incendiary, called the

Tongue, which is more venomous tlian a poisoned Ai-row, and
inore killing than a two-edged Sword. The iNIoral of the Fable
therefore is this, that if in any civil Insnrrection, the Persons
taken in Arms against the Government deserve to die, much
iQOi-e do they, whoge devilish Tor.gues gave birth to the Sedi-
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tion, and excited the Tumult. When wicked Priests, instead
of preaching- Peace and Charily, employ that Engine of Scan-
dal, their Tongue, to foment Rebellions, whether they succeed
in their Designs, or no, they ought to he severely punished ; for

they have done what in them lay, to set Folks together by the
Ears; they have hlown the Trumpet, and sounded the Alarm :

and if Thousands are not destroyed by the Sword, it is none of
their Fault.

FAB. CLIX. The Hare and the Tortoise.

A HARE insulled the Tortoise upon account of

his Slowness, and vainly boasted ofher great Speed
in Running. Let us make a Match, replied the

Tortoise, I v/ill run wiih you five Miles for live

Pounds, and the Fox yonder shall be Umpire ot*

the Race. The Hare agreed ; and away they both
started together. But the Hare, by reason of her

exceeding Swiftness, out-ran the Tortoise to such
a degree, that she made a jest of the ivlatter

;
and

finding herself a little tired, squatted in a Tuft of
Fern that grew by the Vv^ay, and took a Nap ;

thinking that if the- Tortoise v/en' by, she could
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at any time fetch him up, with all the Ease imagi-
Jiable. In the mean while the Tortoise came jog-
ging on, with a slow but continued Motion ; and
the Hare, out of a too great Security and Confi-

dence of Victory, over-sleeping herself, the Tor-
toise arrived at the End of the Race first.

THE APPLICATION.

Industry ami Application to Business, make amends for the
Want of a quick and ready Wit. Hence it is, that the Victory
is not always to the Strong, nor the Race to the Swift. IMen of
fine Parts are apt to despise the Drudgery of Business : But by
affecting to shew the Superiority of their Genius, upon many
Occasions, they run into too great an Extreme the other Way ;

and the Administration of their Affairs is ruined through Idle-

ness and Neglect. What Advantage has a Man from the Fer-

tility of his Invention, and the Vivacity of his Imagination, un-

less his Resolutions are executed with a suitable and uninter-

rupted Rapidity ? In short, your Men of Wit and Fire, as they
are called, are oftentimes Sots, Slovens, and lazy Fellows : They
are generally proud and conceited to the last Degree ; and, in

the main, not the fittest Persons for either Conversation or Bu-
siness. Such is their Vanity, they think the Sprightliness of

their Humour inconsistent %vith a plain sober way of thinking
and Speaking, and able to atone for all the little Neglects of
their Business and Person. But the World will not be thus

imposed upon : the Man who would gain the Esteem of others,
and make his own' Fortune, must be one that carries his Point

effectually, and finishes his Court without swei-ving and loitering.
Men of dull Parts, and a slow Apprehension, assisted by a con-

tinued Diligence, are more hkely to attain thi.s, than your brisk

Retailers of Wit, with their affected Spleen and Indolence.

And, if Business be but well done, no matter whether it be
done by the Sallies of a refuied Wit, gr the considering HeM
of a plain ploddjng Mqn.
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FAB. CLX. The Wolf in Sheep's Clothing.

A WOLF clothing himself in the skin of a Sheep,
and getting in among the Flock, by this means
took the Opportunity to devour many of them. At
last the Shepherd discovered him, and cunningly

fastening a Rope about his Neck, tied him up to a

Tree which stood hard by. Some other Shep-
herds happening to pass that Way, and observing
what he was about, drew near, and expressed their

Admiration at it. What, says one of them. Bro-

ther, do you make hanging of Sheep ? No, replies
the other, but I make hanging of a Wolf when-
ever I catch him, though in the Habit and Garb
of a Sheep. Then he shewed them their Mistake ;

and they applauded the Justice of the Execution.

THE APPLICATION.

This Fable shews us, that no Regard is to be had to the
meve Habit or Outside of any Person, but to undisguised Worth
and intrinsic Virtue. When we place our Esteem ux)on tJie ex-
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temal Gai*b, before we inform ourselves of the Qualities tvhich
it covers, we may often mistake Evil for Good, and instead of a

Sheep, take a Wolf into our Protection. Therefore, however
innocent or sanctified any one may appear as to the Vesture
wherewith he is clothed, we shall act rashly, because we may-
be imposed upon, if from thence we take it for granted, that
he is inwardly as good and righteous as his outward Robe would

persuade us lie is. Men of Judgment and Penetration do not
use to give an implicit Credit to a particular Habit, or of a pe-
culiar colour, but love to make a more exact Scrutiny ;

Detrabere & pellem, mtidus qiiaqwsque per ora

Cederet, introrsum tnrpis. Hoit^

He that won't come up to the Character of an honest good
Kind of Man, when stript of his Sheep's Clothing, is but the
more detestable for his intended Imposture. As the Wolf wa3
but tlie more obnoxious to the Shepherd's Resentmcntj by weav-

ing a H "* ^f> bttle suiting with his Manners.
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PAB. CLXT. The Wolves and the Sheep.

X^HE Wolves and the Sheep Had been a long Tim©
in a State of War together. At last a Cessation

of Arms was proposed, in order to a Treaty of

Peace, and Hostages were to be delivered on
both sides for Security. The Wolves proposed
that the Sheep should give up their Dogs, on the

one side ; and that they would deliver up their

Young ones, on the other. This Proposal was

agreed to ; but no sooner executed, than the young
Wolves began to howl for want of their Dams.
The Old ones took this opportunity to cry out, the

Treaty was broke ; and so falling upon the Sheep,
who were destitute of their faithful Guardians, the

Dogs, they worried and devoured them without
control.

THE APPLICATION.

In all our Transactions with Mankind, even in the most pri-
vate and low Life, we should liave a special Regard how, and
-with whom we trust ourselves. Men, in tiiis respect, ought tt>
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look upon each other as Wolves, and to keep themselves under

a secure Guard, and in a continual Posture of defence. Par-

ticularly, upon any Treaties of Importance, the Securities on
both Sides should be strictly considered ; and each should act

Avith so cautious a View to their own interest, as never to pledge
or part with that which is the very Essence and Basis of their

Safety and well bemg.
And if this he a just and reasonable Tiule for IMen to govern

themselves by, in tlieir own private Affairs, how much more

fitting and necessary is it in any Conjuncture wherein the Pub-
lic is concerned ! If the Enemy should demand our whole Ar-

my for an Hostage, the Danger in our complyiiig with it would
be so gross and apparent, that we could not help observing it :

but perhaps a Country may equally expose itself by parting
•with a particular Town or General, as its whole Army ; its

Safety not seldom depending as much upon one of the former,
as upon the latter. In short. Hostages and Securities may be

something very dear to us, but ought never to be given up,
if our AVelfare and Preservation have any Dependence upon
them.

FAB. CLXII. The Young Man and his Cat.

A CERTAIN young Man used to play with a

Cat ; of which he grew so fond, that at last he

fell in Love with it ; and to such a Degree, that

he could not rest neither Night nor Day, for the
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Excess of his Passion. At last he prayed to Fenus
the Goddess of Beauty to pity him, and relieve
his Pain. The good-natured Goddess was propi-
tious, and heard his Prayers; before he rose up
from kneeling, the Cat which he held in his arms
^vas transformed into a beautiful Girl. The Youth
was transported with Joy, and married her that

very Day. At Night they went to Bed ; and as
the new Bride lay encircled in the Embraces of
her amorous Husband, she unfortunately heard a
Mouse behind the Hangings, and sprung from his

arms to pursue it. Venus^ offended to see her sa-

cred Rites profaned by such an indecent Beha-
viour ; and, perceiving that her new Convert,

though a Woman in outward appearance, was a

Cat in her Heart, she made her return to her old

Form again, that her Manners and Person might
be agreeable to each other.

THE APPLICATION^.

People as to their Manners and Behaviour, take a strong Bias

from Custom and Education, but a much stronger from Nature.
Her Laws are so strong, that it is in vain for us to go to

oppose them ; we may refine and improve, hut can never to-

tally alter her Works,

Upon this account it is, that we oftentimes see silly, aukward
Blockheads displaying their Idiotism and folly through all their

Ensigns of Dignity ; for some Natures are so coarse and rustic,

that all the Embroidery of a Court cannot conceal them. Doubt-
less such People were intended by Nature for nothing above

driving Hogs to a Fair, and laughing at the Jokes of a Country
Merr)'-Andrew. Fortune has found them worthy of her fa-

vours, and given them a Lift out of the ^lire : But yet they do
not fail to give frequent Indications of their ti'ue Composition,

by a thousand little dirty Actions. A fine Equipage, and a great

Estate, may raise a Man to any exalted Station, and procux^e a

Respect to his outward Person ; notwithstanding Avhichit may
so happen, that every time he speaks and acts, he cannot help

pjajing th?. FoqI for the Blood of him.

Z2
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TAB. CLXIII. 77ie Ass eativ^ Thistles.

An Ass was loaded with gcod Provisions of se-

veral Sorts, which in time of Harvest, he was

carrying into the Field for his Master and the Reap-
ers to dine upon. By the way he met with a fine

large Thistle, and, being very hungry, began to

mumble it; which, while he was doing, he enter-

ed into this Reflexion. How many greedy Epi-
cures would think themselves happy, amidst such
a variety of delicate Viands as I now carry ? But
to me, the prickly Thistle is more savoury and re-

lishing than the most exquisite and sumptuous
Banquet.

THE APPLICATION.

Happiness and Misery, and oftentimes Pleasure and Pain,
exist merely in our Opinion, and are no more to be accounted
for, than the Difference oF Tastes. That -wliich is o?ie JVIaiCs

JS^Ieat, is another JMan^s Poison, is a Proposition that ouglitto
foe allowed in all Particulars, where the Opinion is concerned,
as well as m Eatbig ^Jid Driuking. Our senses jny.st jnibrrn us
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n-hetlicr a tiling pleases or displeases before we can declare
oar JudgiTient of it ; and that is, to any Man good or evil, which
feis own Understanding suggests to him to be so ; and not
that which is agreeable to another's Fancy. And yet, as rea-

sonable and as necessaiy as it is to grant this, how apt we are to

wonder at People, for not liking This oi' That, or how they
can think so and so ? Tliis childish Humour, of wondering at

the difterent Tastes and Opinions of others, occasions much Un-
easiness among the generality of Mankind. But if we consid-

erett Things rightly. Why should we be more concerned at

•thers differing from us in their Way of Thinking upon any
subject whatever, than at their liking Cheese, or Mustard, one,
or botli of which, we may happen to dislike ? In truth, he that

expects all Mankind should be of his Opinion, is much more
.stupid and unreasonable than the Ass in the Fable.
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FAB. CLXIV. The Horse and the loaded Ass.

|||IIIIIIIIIH"^""^^""

lllGniinBaHnaaaillVit

An idle Horse, and an Ass labounngundera hea-

vy Burden, were travelling the Road together ;

they both belonged to a Country Fellow, who trud-

ged it on Foot by them The Ass ready to faint

under his heavy Load, entreated the Horse to assist

him, and lighten his Burden, by taking some of it

upon his Back. The Horse was ill-natured, and
refused to do it : Upon ^vhich, the poor Ass tum-
bled down in the midst of the High-way, and ex-

pired in an instant. The Countryman un girted his

Packsaddle. and tried several ways to relieve him,
but ail to no purpose : Which when he perceived,
he took the whole Burden and laid it upon the Horse,
together with the Skin of the dead Ass : So that

the Horse by his Moroseness in refusing to do a
small Kindness, justly brought upon himselfa great
inconvenience.
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THE APPLICATIOX.

Self-Love is no such ill Principle, if it were but well and truly

directed ; for it is impossible that any Man should love himself

to auv Purpose, who withdraws his x\ssistance from his Friends,
or the Public. Every Government is to be considered as a Body
Politic ; and every Man Avho lives in it, as a Member of that

Body. Now, to carry on the Allegory, noMember can thrive

better, that when they all jointly unite their Endeavours to as-

sist and improve the Whole. If the Hand was to refuse its as-

sistance in procuring Food for the -Mouth, they must both starve

and perish together. And when those, who are Parties con-

cerned in the same Community, deny sucli Assistance to each

other, as the Preservation of that Community necessarily re-

quires, their self-interestedness in that Case, is ill-directed, and
will have a quite contrary Effect from what they intended. How
many People are so senseless, as to think it hard that there

should be any taxes in the Nation ! whereas, were there to be

none indeed, those very People would be undone immediately.
That little Property they have, would be i)resently plundered

by foreign or domestic Enemies ; and then they would be glad
to contribute their Quota, even without an Act of Parhament.
The Charges of supporting a Govei*nment are necessaryThings,
and easily supplied by a due and well jiroportioned Contribu-

tion.

But, in a narrower and more confined View, to be ready to

assist our Friends upon all Occasions, is not only good, as it is

an Act of Humanity, but highly discreet, as it strengthens our

Interests^ aud gives us an Opportunity of lightening the Bufdeii

of L'Je.
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FAB. CLXV.

T/ie Bees, the Drones, and the Wasp.

A PARChL oi -Uiofjts
g.-i.

iiao a Jriive among
the Bees, and disputed the Title with them, swear-

ing that the Honey and the Combs were their

Goods. The Bees were obliged to go to Law with

them, and the Wasp happened to be Judge of the

Cause ; one who was well acquaintfd witii the Na-
ture of each, and therefore the belter qualified to

decide the Controversy between them. Accord-

ingly, Gentlemen, says he (spt^akingtoboth Plain-

tiff and Defendant) the usual Method of proceed-

ing in these Courts is pretty chargeable, and slow

withal ; therefore as you are both my Friends, and

I wish you well, I desii e you would refer the Mat-
ter to me, and 1 will decide betwixt you instantly.

They were both pletbcd with the Offer, and re-

turned him Thanks. Why then, says he, that it

may appear who is the just Proprietor of these
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Honeycombs (for being both so nearly alike, as you
are, in colour, I must needs own the Point is some-
what dubious) do you, addressing himself to the

Bees, take one Hive ; you, speaking to the Drones,
another ; and go to making Honey as fust as you
can, that we may know by the Taste and Colour
of it, who has the best Title to this dispute. The
Bees readily accepted the Proposal, but the Drones
would not stand to it. And so Judge Wasp, with-

out any farther Ceremony, declared in favour of

the former.

THE APPLICx\TION.

Nothing is so sure a Sign of a Man's being, or, at least, think-

ing himself in theWrong, as his refusingto come to a Reference.

And, how happy would it be for the PubUc, if our Judges now-

a-days were empowered to despatch Causes in that easily expe-
dite way which the Wasp in the Fable made use of. But, as it

is, the impudent, idle, good for nothing Drones of the Nation,

;raany times possess those Favours and Benefits, which should
\>e the Rewards ofMen of Parts and Industry.

Princes may easily be imposed upon, if they will take every
little Fellow's Word for the Measure ot his own Merit. And it

is indeed scarce possible that the Encouragements of a Court
should always be dispensed to the most deserving Men ; for such
are too modest to offer themselves. But it highly concerns any
Government, in the Dispensation of its Favours, to distinguish
those who have beliaved well ; and not to let Places of Profit

and Advantage be run away with by Drones, who never exerted

I
the least degree of Merit.
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FAB. CLXVI. The Fox in the Well.

liiiiiTufSSSBliH!
A FOX havinp: fallen into a Well, made a shift,

by sticking his Clavvs into the Sides, to keep his

Head above the Water. Soon after, a Wolf came
and peeped over the Brink ; to Avhom the Fox ap-
plied himself very earnestly for Assistance ; en-

treating that he would help him to a Rope, op

something of that kind, which might favour his

Escape. The Wolf, moved with Coiripassion at

his Misfortune, could not forbear expressing his

Concern. Ah 1 poor Reynard, says he, I am sor-

ry for you with all my heart ; hov/ could you pos-

sibly come into this melancholy Condilion ? Nay,
pr'ythce, Friend, replies the Fox, if you wish me
well, do not stand pitying of n»e, but lend me some
Succour as fast as you can : For Pity is but cold

Comfort when one is up to the Chin in Water, and
withiii a Huir's breadth of Starving or Drowning.
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THE APPLICATION.

Pity indeed is, of Itself, but poor Comfort at any time; and

unless it produces something more substantial, is rather imper-

tinently troublesome, than any way agreeable. To stand be-

moaning the misfortunes of our Friends, without oSering some

expedient to alleviate them, is only echoing to their Grief, and

putting them in mind that they are miserable. He is truly my
Friend, who with a ready Presence of Mind supports me ; not

he who condoles with me upon my ill Success, and says he is sor-

i-y for my Loss. In short, a Favour or Obligation is doubled, by
bein«' well-timed ; and he is the best Benefactor, who knows

our Necessities, and complies with our Wishes, even before \ye

ask him.

FAB- CLXVIII. The Fox and the Wolf.

The Wolf havingiaici inasioreof Provision, kept
close at liome, and made much of himself. The
Fox observed this, and thinking- it something

pariiciilar,
went to visit him, the better to inform

himself of the Truth of the matter. The Wolf
excused himuelf from seeing him, by pretending

he was very much indisposed. All this did but

eonhrm the Fox in his Suspicions : So away h«

A a



27S ^SOP'S FABLES.

goes^to a Shepherd, and made discovery of the

Wolf, telling him, he had nothing else to do but
come with a good Weapon, and knock him over
the Head as he lay in his Cave. The Shepherd
followed his Directions, and killed the Wolf. The
wicked Fox enjoyed the Cave and Provisions to

himself, but enjoyed them not long ; for the same
Shepherd passing afterwards by the same Hole,
and seeing the Fox there, despatched him also.

THE APPLICATIOX.

This Fable seems to be directed against the odious Trade of

Informing, Not that giving in Informations against Criminals
and Enemies of the Public, is in itself odious, for it is commend-
able ; but the Circumstances and Manner of doing it, oftentimes
make it a vile and detestable Employment. He that accuses ano-
ther merely for the Sake of the promised Reward, or in hopes
of getting his forfeited Estate, or with any other such mercena-

ry View, nay, even to save liis own life, whatever he gets by the

Bargain, is sure to lose his Reputation. For, indeed, the most
innocent Company is not safe with suchaone in

it,
nor the Neigh-

bourhood secure in which he lives. A Villain of his Stamp,
•whose only End is Getting, will as soon betray the Innocent as

the Guilty : Let him but know where there is a suspected Per-

son, and propose the Reward, and lie will scarce fail to work the

Suspicion up to High-Treason, or be at a loss to give sufficient

Proofs of it.

We have no small Comfort concerning this sort ofPeople, when
we consider how improbable It is that they should thrive or pros-

per long in their ill-gotten Possessions. For he that can betray
anotlier, for the Sake of a little Pelf, must be a Man of such bad

Principles, that it cannot be for the Interest of any Cummunity
to suffer him to live long in it. Besides, he himself will not be
contented with one single Villany ; and there is no fear but he
^'ill provoke Justice to hurl down upon his Head, at least, as

great a Calamity, as he, by his malicioi^s Infoi-mation, hw
prought upon another.
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FAB CLXVIII The Frog and the Mouse.

1 HERr. was once a great Emulation between the

Frog and the Mouse, which should be Master of

the Fen, and Wars ensued upon it. Bui the craf*

ty Mouse, lurking under the Grass in Ambus-
cade, made suddt-n Sallies, and often surprised
the Enemy at a Disadvantage. The Frog, excel-

ling inSireng'h, and being more able to leap abroad

and take the Field, challenged the Mouse to sin-

gle Combat. The Mouse accepts the Challenge ;

and each of them entered the Lists armed with the

Point of a Bulrush, instead of a Spear. A Kite

sailing in the Air, beheld them afar off; and while

they were eagerly bent upon each other, and pres-

sing on to the Duel, tliis ftital Enemy descended
souse upon them, and, with her crooked Talons,
carried off both the Champions.

THE APPLICATION.
Nothing so much exposes a man's weak Side, ami lays Iiim so

open to an Enemy, as Passion and IMalice. He M'hose Atteii-
1,
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tion is wholly fixed upon forming a Project of Revenge, is igna-

rant of the Mischiefs that may be hatching against him from

some other Quarter, and upon the Attack, is unprovided of the

Means of defending or securing himself.

How are the Members of a Commonwealth soraetiraes divided

amongst themselves, and inspired with Rancour and Malice to

the last degree : and often upon as great a Trifle, as that whicVi

was the Subject-matter of Debate between the Frog and the

Mouse : not for any real Advantage, but merely, who shall get

the better in the Dispute ? But such A imosities, as insignifi-

cant and trifling as they may be among themselves, are yet of

the last Importance to their Enemies, by giving them many
fair Opportunities of faUing upon them, and reducing them to

Misery and Slavery. O Britons, when will ye be wise ! AVhen

will ye throw away the I'idiculous Distinctions of Party, those

Ends of Bulrushes', and by a prudent Union secure yourselves

in a Sta.e of Peace and Prosperity ? A State, of which, if it

were not for vour intolerably foolish and unnecessary Divisions

at home, all the Powers upon Earjh coald never deprive you.
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FAB CLXTX. The Man and the Weasel.

Iluiiiiiu(..»:..irriiiiiniflili]l

A MaN had LuUt^ii; ct Wcasei, uud wus jusi go-

ing to kill it. The poor Creature, to escape
Death, cried out in a pitiful Manner, O pray do

not kill me, for I am useful to you, and keep your
House clear from Mice. Why truly, says the Man,
If I thought you did it purely out of Love to me, I

should not only be inclined to pardon you, but think,

myself mightily obliged to you. But whereas you
do not only kill them, but yourself do the same
Mischief they would do, in eating and gnawing
my Victuals, I desire you would place your insig-
nificant Services to some other Account, and not

to mine. Having said this, he took the wicked
Vermin, and strangled it immediately.

THE APPLICATION.

' This Fable is pointed at those who are apt to impute Actions,
•\vl)ich are clone with a private View of their own, to their zeal

for the Public. This is tlie case of many a poor Grub-street

AYritcf j wlio perha^is is for no Party but bdmsclf, and of \\% %
A a 3, ^
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Principle but what is subsei-vient to bis own Interest ; yet has
the Impudence lo cry himself up tor a quondam. Con essor of

the Cause that happens to flourish, a tborougU honest Man, who
durst shew himself in the worst of Times. And AVith this poli-
tic View, there are a hundred thousand Men in the Nation,
well attached to wliich Party you please; who are serving the
Interest of tiiat Sitie only, in their several Capacities. By this

way of workinj^, they have a double advantage; first, as they
procure to themselves a good number of constant Customers of
the same Faction ; and secondly, as they are entitled to some re-

mote Share \n the Government whenever their Faction succeeds.

But such a pretence to Favoiu's is, in truth, little better than
that of llie Weasel. Both may chance to have done the Servi-

ces they boast of, but as they were principally intended for the

promotion of their own private Affairs, whatever they might
occasionally produce, cannot be a sufficient Ground for them
to raise any merit upon. A Highwayman may as well plead
in his own behalf, that he never ix)bbed any but those who Avere

Knemies to the Government, and Men of unsound Principles.
But how absurd would such a pretence be !

FAB CLXX. jEsop and the Impertinent Fellow.

JESOP^S Master came home, one Day, some-
"vvhat earlier than usual ; and there happening to

,
bs no other Slave in the house but JEsofi^ he was
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ordered to get Supper ready as fast as he could.

So away runs he to light a Candle, in order to kin-

dle his Fire ; and the Weather being warm, and

it wanting a pretty deal of Night, he went up and

down to several Houses, beiore he could speed.
At last, however, he found what he wanted

;
and

being in Haste, he made no scruple of returning di-

rectly over the Market-place, which was his near-

est Way home. But, as he went along, an imper-
tinent Fellow among the Crowd, caught him by
the Sleeve, and would have been arch upon him.

O rare JEsop^ says he, what occasion for a Can-

dle, old Boy ; what, are you going to light the

Sun to bed ? Let me alone, says JEaofit 1 am look-

ing for a Man. And having said this, away he

scuttled Home, as fast as he could.

THE APPLICATION.
It is not every one who calls himself a Man, or bears the Ap-

pearance of one, that truly deserves the Name. If Man be a

reasonable Creature, antl none ought to be allowed for such,

tut those who fully come up to that Definition, it is certani one

would have Occasion for more Light than that of the Sun, to

find them out by. And it is plain that our old Philosopher did.

not take the Impertinent Fellow in the Fable for one : Nor, in-

deed, should such be looked upon as reasonableCreatures ; who,
with empty nonsense, which they call Wit, unseasonably inter-

rupt Men of Thought and Business. When one" is disposed to

be merry, one may bear with any shallov/, flashy Buftbonery ;

as Music, that is not the most elegant, will keep up the Spirits,

Avhen once they are raised : But when the Mind happens to be

in a serious Cast, and is wholly intent upon any Matter cf Im?

portance^ nothing is sq oftensive as a Foo! or a Fiddle.
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FAB. CLXXI. The H-in ajil the Vine.

!flinmSiftfSipihrinii1init1lllUl

J^ HAKl bfciijg puisutd 1 aro oy the Hunters,
hid himself under the broad Leaves of a shady
Spreading Vine. When the Hunters were gone
by, and had given him over for lost, he, thinking;
himself very secure, began to crop and eat the

Leaves of the Vine. By this means the Branches

being put into a rustling Motion, drevv the Eves
of the Hunters that v/ay ; who seeing the Vine
stir, and ftmcying some v.'ild Beast had taken Co-
vert there, shot their Arrov^'s at a venture, and
killed the Hart ; who, before he expired, uttered

his dying Words to this Purpose. Ah I I staffer

justly for my Ingratitude ; who could not forbear

doing an Injury to th.e Vine, that so kindly con-

cealed me in Time of Dandier.

THE APPLICATION.

Ingratitude has been always esteemed the bigg:est of Crimes,
av.d Avhat, as it were, comjireheiuls all oilier Vices -witliin it.

Jfor can we say, tkat tliis JEstijaaUoii is ruslily or uaadvlsedly
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made ; for he that is capable of injuring his Benefactors, what
will he scruple towards another ? If his Conscience cannot be
felt with the AVeight of an Obligation added to it, much less will

it have any Influence where there is none. So that, upon the

whole, we may conclude that the Man who has been once guilty
of Ingratitude, will not stick at any other Crimes of an inferior

Nature. Since there ai-e no human Laws to punish this infa-

mous prevaihng Mischief, it would be a great Piece of human
Prudence to mark and observe this kind of Criminals, iiv order
to avoid all manner of Communication wilh them. And if this

were strictly put in Execution, it could be looked upon as no
Other than a just and proper Punishment.

FAB. CT.XXTT, T1v> Dwirkf-n Husband.

liililllllllllUim^^ff^f^^^Tmnillll

A CER FAIN Woman had a dnniken Husband,
whom when she had endeavoured to reclaim, se-

veral Wavs, to no Purpose, she tried this Stra-

tagem. When he was brought home one Night,
dead drunk, as it seems he frequently used to be,

she ordered him to be carried to a Burial-place, and
there laid in a Vault, as if he had been dead indeed.

Thus she left him, and went away, till she thought
he might be come to himself, and grown s^ber
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again. When she returned, and Knocked at the

Door of the Vault, the Man cried out, Who is

there ? I am the Person, says slie, in a dismal

Tone, that waits upon the dead Folks, and I am
come to bring you some Victuals. Ah I good
W'aiter, says he, let the Victuals alone, and bring
me a little Drink I beseech thee. The Woman
Leaiing this, fell a tearing her Hair, and beating
her Breast in a Avoful Manner : Unhappy Wretch
that 1 am, says she ; this was the only way that I

could think of to reform the beastly Sot: But in-

stead ot gaining my Point, I am only convinced

that his Drunkenness is an incurable Habit, which

he intends to carry v/ith him into the other World.

THE APPLICATION.

This Fable is intended to shew us the Prevalence of Custom ;

and how, by using ourselves much to any evil Practice, vve may
let it grow into such a Habit as vve may be never able to divest

ourselves of. In any thing that we ai'e sensible may be preju-
dicial to cither our Health or Fortunes, vve should take care

r.ot to let our inclinations run up into a Habit : For though the

former may be easily checked at our first setting out, and direct

ed which way vve please ; yet the latter, like a headstrong un-

ruly Horse in his full Career, will have its own Course, and we
are" hunicd impetuously on, without the Power of controlling
it. As the Passions of young Men are warm, and their Imagi-
nations hvcly, it v\ ould be wrong to endeavour to tie them up
from the Pursuit of innocent Pleasures. But those among
them, that think at all, can never form a more useful and liap-

liy Resolution, than not to suiter themselves to he drawn into a

.Habit, even in indifterent and trifling things. He that keeps
hiraself free fron:i tise Slavery of Habit, will ahvays be at lei-

sure to distinguish what is good for him, from that which is

otherwise : And then there is no fear, but his cool unbiassed

Judgment will direct him to such Pursuits as will be least hurt'

fiil, if not most useful to him.
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FAB. CLXXIII. The Blackmoor.

A CEKTAiN Man having bought a Biackuioor,

was so simple as to think, that the Colour cf his

Skin was only Dirt aiul Filth, which he had con-

tracted for want of due care, under his former

Master. This Fault he fancied might easily be

removed. So he ordered the poor Black to be

put into a Tub, and was at a considerable Charge
in providing Ashes, Soap, and Scrubbing Bruslies,

for the Operation. To work they went, rubbinf^

and scouring his Skin all over, but to no manner

of purpose: For when they had repeated their

Washings, several times, and were grown quite

weary, all they got by it was, that the wretched

Blackmoor caught cold and died.

THE APPLICATION.

Many People attempt Impossibilities, for want of considering
the Nature of Things aright. For, as palpable a Blunder as

tliis Man in the Fable committed, there are those Avho are

guiliy of as great Mistaltes ; especially "when they endeavow*
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by fruitless CultivationF, to raise Graces from tlie Mind or BodVj
of which neither is ca^jable. When any one went to meddle

•Bith Arts and Sciences, for Avliich his Genius was not properly

jidapted, the Greeks had a Proverb to turn it into Ridicule, by

saying, he was no more fit for the Business, than an Ass to play

iipon'the Harp. In short when People learn to dance without

Shape and Mein, to sing or play on Music, without a Voice or

an Ear, Paintiiw or Poetry without a Genius, it is attempting

to wash the Blackmoor white. They can never attain their

Bnd, but at the same time expos3 themselves to the Jocose

Humours of those that behold them. Instead of a gi'ace they

acquire a Deformity ; as some Boys at School, whom the Mas-

ter, by endeavouring to wliip into a ?«Iemory, and bright Parts,

confirms stupid and invincible Blockheads for ever.

FAB. CLXXIV. The Travellers.

...u^unJliiiiliiliillliiliiiiiiiiiini^^

IAVO Men travelling upon the Road, one ot them

sav/ an Ax lying upon the Grotmd, where some-

body had been hewing' Timber ;
So taking it up,

says he, I have found an Ax. Do not say /, says

the other, but IVe have found; for as we are

Companions, we ought to share it betwixt us : But

the iirst would not consent. However they had

not gone far before the Owner of the As, hearing
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what was become of it, pursued them with a

Warrant ; which, when the Fellow that had it,

perceived, Alas t says he to his Companion, Wo
are undone. Nay, says the other, do not say J/^c,

but /am undone: for as you would not let me
share the Prize, neither will 1 share the Danger
with you.

THE APPLICATION.

This Fable hints to us the Conveniency, if not Necessity, of

making of Friendships firm and lasting. And, to this Purpose,

nothing is so requisite as a strict ObservaJice of the Ruks ofHo-
nour and Generosity ; for the very Life and soul of Frieiidsliip

subsists upon mutual Benevolence, upon conferring and receiv-

ing Obligations on either hand. A stingy reserved Beiiaviour

starves it; it ought to be open, free, and communicative; with-

out the least Tincture of suspicion or Distrust. For Jealousy
in Friendship, is a certain Indication of a false Heart ; though in

Love, it may be the distinguishing Mark of a true one.

Nor is there any thing merely chimerical or romantic in this

Notion ; for if we examine, we shall find, that Reason will con-

firm the Truth, and Experience evince the Utility of it. He
that hopes for Assistance, or Accommodation in any Exigency
or Time of Misfortune, must lay in a Provision for it, by watch-

ing the Necessities of his Acquaintance, and reUeving the most

deserving of them in ilieir Straits, by a ready and a willing
Contribution. By this means. Gratitude, Avhich is never wanting
to an Honest Mind, will secure us a reasonable Fund in Reveri-

^ion ;
and all the Favours will, like the Tide of a River, in dtie

Season, flow back again upon us.

B h
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FAB. CLXXV. The Fisherman.

A CbR lAiN Fisherman having laid his Nets in

the River, and encompassed the whole Stream
from one side to the other, took a long Pole, and
fell a beating the Water, to make the fish strike

into his Nets. One of the Neighbours, that lived

thereabout, seeing him do so, wondered what he
meant ;

and so going up to him, Friend, says hcj
\vhat are you doing here ? Do you think it is to

be suffered, that you shall stand splashing arKl dash-

ing the Water, and make it so muddy, that it is

Dot lit for use ? Who do you think can live at this

Kate ? He was going on in a great Fury, when the

other interrupted him, and replied. I do not much
trouble myself how you are to live with my doing
this, only I assure you, that I cannot live without it.

THE APPLICATION.

This Fable is levelled at those, Avho, as the Proverb says, love

to finh in troubled Waters. There are some Men of suck
execrable Prloctples, that they uo not tare what Mischief, 0?
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wtat Confusion they occasion in the V/orld, provided they may
but gratify some little selfish Appetite.
A Thief will set a whole Street on Fire, to get am Opportu-

nity of robbing one House ; an ill-natured Person will kindle
the Flarae of Discord among Friends and Neighbours, purely
to satisfy his own malicious Temper. And, among the Great

Ones, there are those, who, to succeed in their ambitious De-

signs, will make no scruple of involving tlieir Countiy in Divi-

sions and Animosities at home ; and sometimes in War and
Bloodshed abroad : Provided they do but maintain themselves
in Power, they care not Avha. Havock and Desolation they bring;

upon the rest of Mankind. They see all around them con-

founded with faction and Party rage, without the least Remorse
or Compassion. The Widow's Tears, the Orphan's Cries, and
the Sighs of Despair itself, cannot affect them. Like the Fish-
erman in the Fable, they boldly pursue the Sport, and only re-

ply, It must be so, because we cannot live, as we would do,
without it. What brutish unsoeiable Sentiments are these, such
as a mere State of Nature would scarce suggest ! Those that

have any Traces of Equity in their Breast, or any regard for

the Rights of Mankind, should enter their Protest against such
^Notions as these, and oppose the Practice of Chem^ v/ith ?:!!

t\Qt JVfihd and StrengOi.
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FAB CLXXVI. yi^rcury and the Carver,

lVlii,KCUKY iiuvinu: a mind to know how much he
%vas eslfcomed among Men, transformed himself
into the Sh^^pe of one of them ; and going into a
Carver's Shop, where little Images were to be

Sold, he s..\y Jufiiter^ Juno^ hiiDself, and most of

the other Gods and Goddesses. So pretending
that he wanted to buy, says he to the Carver,
What do you ask for this ? and pointing to the

Figure of /M/2zYfr. A Gioat. says the other. And
whut for that ? meaning Junn. I must have some-

thing move for tiiat, says he. Well, and what is

the price of this ? says Mcrcu->'y., nodding his

Head at himself Wliy, says the Man, if you are

in earnest, and will buy the other two, I will throw

you that into the Bargain.

THE APPLICATION.

Nothing makes a Man so cheap and little in the Eyes of dis-

cerniii;j P^opK-, as his inquiring after his own Worth, and want-

ing to know what Value others set upon him. He that oftcR
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busies himself in stating the Account of his own Merit, will pro*
bably employ his Thoughts upou a very barren Subject ; those
who are full ofthemselves, being generally the emptiest Fellows.
Some are so vam as to hunt for Praise, and lay Traps for Com-
mendation ; which when they do, it is pity but they should meet
with the same Disappointment as Mercury in the Fable. He
that behaves himself as he should do, need not fear j)rocuring a

good Share of Respect, or raising a fair flourishing Reputation.
These are the inseparable Attendants of those that do well, and
in course follow the Man that acquits himself handsomely. But
then they should never be the End or Motive of our Pursuits.
Our principal Aim should be the Welfare and Happiness ofour

Country, our Friends, and ourselves ; and that should be di-

rected by the Rules of Honour and Virtue. As long as we do
this, we need not be concei-ned what the World thinks of us.
For a Cui'iosity of that Kind does but prevent what it most de-
sires to obtain. Fame, in this respect, is like a whimsical Mis-
tress; she flies from those who pursue her most, and follows
such as shew the least Regard to her.

Bb2
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FAB. CLXXVII. The Thieves and the Cock.

^OME I lucv^ s, v-nifiiiig ct li^u--; wki, a Des;D;n

to rob it, %vhen they were got in, found nothing

worth taking;, but a Cock ; so they took ami car-

ried hiixi off. But as they were about to kill hini,

ht begi;ed hard for his Life, putting them in mind

how useful he was to Mankind, by crowing, and

calling them up betimes to their work. You Vil-

lain, replied ihey, it is for that very reason wc will

^vring your Neck off; for you alarm i-vA keep

Per>pie waking, so that we cannot rob at qu.ct

for you.

THE APPLICATION.

Tl-.o same tVm- v.hich recomi^iend^us to the esteem of jrooil

People, v/=ll make those tl.at are bad, have Lut tu. lu Opi-woii t.t

m It is in vain for itmocent Men, un:ier Oi)l>rcss;on, to com-

plain to those who are the Cccasion of it ; ^U they can ur,ee,

iill bi.t HK.'ce «?:a5nst the.r., and even their very
IP'^^ncence,

t!iOU-b thev should sav nothing, wou'.,! render thenisu.nc:ently

siisuected.

•

The Advice therefore that th>s F.hle bru^s along

^vith it, is to inform us, tiiat tiiere js no trusting, nor imy riopes
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of liviiip; well -with wicked unjust Men. When Vice flourishes

and is i>.i Power, were it possible for h p;ood Man to live quietly
in the Xe;.-;hl)Ourliood of it, and preserve Ids Iiitegrity, it might
i)e sonietiivies convenient for him to t!o so, rather than quarrel

with, and ])rovoke it ngainst him. But as it is certain that

llogues are irreconcilable Enemies to IM en of Worth, if the lat-

ter would he secure, they must take a Method to free thent-

selves from the Power and Society of the former.

FAB CLXXVIII. r/z^ Fox a?2ri ///? Ass.

liiiiili S§llSlP?llI|ifP^

with it, and ranij;ed about the Forest, putting all

the Beasts that saw liini into al)odiiy Fear. After
he had diverted himself thus for some Time, he
met a Fox ; and being desirous to fright him too,
as well as the rest, he leapt at him with some
Fierceness, and endeavoured to imitate the Roar-

ing of the Lion. Your humble Servant, says the

Fox
; if you had held your Tongue, 1 might have

taken you for a Lion, as others did ; but now vou

bray, 1 know who you are.
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THE APPUCATION.

This is so trite and common a Subject, that there is scarce

any one wlio is ignorant of it. A Man is known by his Words,
as a Tree is by the Fruit ; and, if we would be apprized of the

Mature and Qualities of any one, let him but discourse, and he

himself will speak them to us, better than another can describe

them. We may therefore perceive from this Fable, how pro-

per it is fo ' those to hold their Tongues, who would not dis-

cover the Shallowness of their Understanding.

^sses and (hvls, unseen, themselves betray^
Jllien these attempt to hoot, or those to bray. Garth.

The deepest Rivers are most silent ; the greatest Noise is ever

found where there is the least Depth of Water. xVnd it is a

true Observation, that those who are weakest in Understanding,

and most slow of Apprehension, are generally the strongest in

Opinion, and most precipitate in uttering their crude Concep-

tions. When, with a secret Awe, we regard the gi-ave Dress

and important Mien of some Senatorian Person, whom we have

chanced to meet in a CofFee-House, what a Speaker do w^e of-

ten think he must be, before we hear him speak ! His Air

breathes the Seriousness of a Privy Counsellor, and his erect

Aspect the Dignity of an eminent Patriot : But he utters him-

self, and undeceiYCs us : he brays, and tells fte whole coropajiy

t^'hat he is.
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FAB CLXXIX. The Hen and the Swallow.

iii»'»"'::::;r;^zzL""">«niiiiiiiiiiii]tt|iH|f

A HEN finding some Serpents' Eggs in a Dung-
hill, sat upon them, with a Design to hatch them.
A Swallow perceiving it, flew towards her, and
with some Warmth and Passion : Are you mad,
says she, to sit hovering over a Brood of such per-
nicious Creatures as you do ? Be assured, the

Moment you bring them to light, you are the first

they will attack, and reek their venomous Spite

upon.

THE APPLICATION.

This Fable is only to put us in minfl, once moi'e, of what Ave

Iiave already, more tlian once, met with in the course ol these

Fables, Tiiat we should never have any thing to do with ill Men;
no, not even to do them Kinthiesses. Mtii of ill Pruiciples are

a Generation of Vipers, that ought to be crashed under our

Feet, and destroyed the fust Opportunity. . Every Rogue should

be look'-d upon b}- honest Men as a poisonous Serpent : It is

not sufficient that they avoid and keep clear of hiiri
; but,, if

they have any Value Ibr iheir oxrn safety, they sheuld prose-
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cute and maul hira, and render him incapable of ever doing
Mischief. The Man who is occasionally, or by accident, one's

Enemy, may be mollified by Kindness, and reclaimed by good
Usage ; such a Behaviour, Reason and Morality both expect
from us. But we should ever resolve, if not to sup])ress, at

least to have no Dealings with those whose Bloo<i is tinctured

with hereditary, habitual Villany, and their Nature leavened

with Evil, to such a Degree^ as to be incapable of a ReforraatioD.

FAB CLXXX. The Do?^ in-vite.d to Supper.

A GENTLEMAN having invited an extraordi-

nary Friend to sup with him, ordered a handsome
Entertainment to be prepared. His Dog, observ-

ing this, thought with himself, that now would be

a g:ood Opportunity for him to invite another Dog,
a Friend of his, to partake of the good Cheer.

Accordingly, he did so
; and the strange Dog was

conducted into the Kitchen, where he saw mighty
Preparations going forward. Thought he to him-^

self. This is rare I I shall fill my Belly charming-
ly, by and by with some of these Dainties ! I will

£at enough to last me a Week ;
Oh ! how nicely
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and deliciously shall I feed ! While he stood and

thought thus with himself, his Tail wagged and
his Chops watered exceedingly ; and this drew
the Observation of the Cook towards him ; who,

seeing a strange Cur, with his Eyes intent upon
the Victuals, stole softly behind him, and, takint^
him up by the two hind legs, threw him out of a
Window into the Street. The hard Stones gave
him a very severe Reception ; he was almost stun-

ned with the Fall ; but recovering himself, he ran

yelping and crying hali" the Length of a Street ;

the Noise of which brought several other Dogs
about him ; who, knowing of the Invitation, began
to inquire how he had fared ? O, says he, admira-

bly well ; I never was better entertained in my
Life : But, in troth, we drank a little too hard ;

for my Part, I was so overtaken, that I scarce

knov/ v/hich way I got out of the House.

THE APPLICATION.

There is no depending upon a second-hand Interest : unless

tve know ourselves to be well with the Principal, and are assur-

ed of !«is Favotu" and Protection, we stand upon hut a slippery
Foundation. They are Stvangei'S to the World, who are so

Tain as to think they can he well -with any one hy Proxy ; they
may, hy this Means, be cajoled, bubbled and in.posed upon :

but arc under great Uncertainty as to gaining their Point, and

may probably be treated with Scorn and Derision in the end.
Yet there are not wanting, anior.g the several Species of

Fops, silly People of this Sort, who {)ride themselves in an im>«

aginary Happiness, from being in the good Graces of a great
iVIan's Friend. Alas ! the great Men themselves are but too apt
to ileceive and fail in making good tlieir Promises ; how tlien

can we expect any Good from those who do but promise and
Vow in their Names ! To place a confidence in such Sparks, is,

indeed, so false a Reliance, that we should he asiiamed to be
detected in it ; and, like the Cur iu tlie Fable, rather own he
had been well treated, than let the World see how justly we
hatl been punished for our ridiculous Credulity*
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FAB. CLXXXL Jupiter ajid the Herdsman.

;iiiiii!!ii«i!imai^i^^^-'"»'^uiiHmiilHilliI

A HERDSMAN missing a young Heifer that

belonged to his Herd, went up and down the For-

est to seek it. And having walked a great deal of

Ground to no purpose, he fell a praying to Jufiiter

for Relief; promising to sacrifice a Kid to him, if

he would help him to a Discovery of the Thief.

Alter this, he went on a little farther, and came
near a Grove of Oaks, where he found the Car-

case of his Heifer, and a Lion grumbling over it,

and feeding upon it. This Sight almost scared

him out of his Wits ; so down he fell upon his

Knees once more, and addressing himself to Jufii-

ter ; O Jufiiter-^ says he, I promised thee a Kid
to shew me the Thief, but now I promise thee a

Bull, if thou wilt be so merciful as to deliver mc
out of his Clutches.
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THE APPLICATION.

How ignorant and stupid are some People, who form their

^'fotions of the Supreme Being from their own shallow Coiicep-
tious : and then, likefroward Children wiih their Nurses, think

it consistent with infinite Wis(iom, and unerring Justice, to com-

ply with all their whimsical Petitions. Let Men but live as

justly as they can, and just Providence will give them what

they ought to have. Of all the involuntary Sins which Men
commit, scarce any are more frequent, than that of their pray-

ing absurdly, and improperly, as well as unseasonably, when
their Time might have been employed so much better. The
many private Collections sold up and down the Nation, do not

at little contribute to this injudicious Practice ; which is the mdTe
to be condemned, in that we have so incom[)arable a Public

Liturgy ; one single Address whereof (except the Lord's Pray-

er) may be pronounced to be the best that ever was compiled ;

and alone preferable to all the vai'ious Manuals of Oceasional

Devotion which are vended by Hawkers and Pedlars about our

Streets. It is as follows :

Almighty God, the Fountain of all Wisdom, toko knoxoest

^ur JVecessities before tve ask, afid our Ignorance in asking /

"ive beseech thee to have Compassion upon our Injirmities ; and
those things, ivhich for our Univorthiness, ive dare not, and,

for our Blindness, ive cannot ask, voi/chsoje to give usyfov tha

WoriJiiness of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Cc
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FAB. CLXXXII. The Fi^cbMncr Corks.

iiiilirilini)tlUllii>.u,au.nmillUIIillillilillllll
'

1 WO CuCk^. wcifc hgiiung ioi wiic buVci cii^i,!^ of

the Dunghill. And one of them having got the

better of the other, he that was vanquished crept
into a Hole, and hid himself for some Time ; but

the Victor flew up to an eminent place, clapt his

Wings, and crowed out Victory. An Eagle who
was watching for his Prey near the Place, saw him,
and making a Stoop, trussed him in his Talons,
and carried him off The Cock that had been beat-

en perceiving this, soon quitted his Hole, and shA-

ing off all Remembrance of his late Disgrace,

gallanted the Hens vath all the Inu^pidity imagi-
nable.

THE xYPPLICATION".

This Fable shews the Impropriety and inconvenience of rnn-

ning into Extremes. Much of our Happiness depends upou
keeping an even Balance in our Words and Actions ; in not

suffe.ring the Scale ef •ur Hea^Qu t« riiou©t.astooh5gh in Time
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•f Prosperit)-, noy to sink too low with the Weight of adverse

Fortisne.

It is a Question, which shews People in the most contempti-
hle Light, exulting immoderately upon a fresliAccession ofGood,
ov being too abjectly cast down at the sudden Approach of Evil.

We Jire apt to form our Notions of the Man, from the Stability
of his Temper in this respect ; and account him a brave or a

-^ise Man, according to the Proportion of Equanimity, which
he exerts upon any Change of his condition. But though our

Reputation were no ways concerned in the Case, and a Man
v/ere not to be reckoned a Coxcomb for being elated, or a Cow-
ard for being dejected with the Vicissitudes of Life, yet the true

Regard of our own private Satisfaction should incline us to play
the Philosopher, and learn to keep our Spirits calm and even ;

heeanse Life Avould be a Labyrinth of Perplexities without iU
One sudden Turn would come so thickupon the Back of another,
that we should be bewildered in the quick Succession of Joys
and Ten-ors, -without having so much as a <juiet Moment to OUT-

gglvesv
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FAB. CLXXXIII.

Tiuo youn*^ Men and the Cook.

Two young Men went into a Cook's Shop, un-
der pretence oi buyint^ Meat ; and while the Cook*s
Back was turned, one of them snatched up a Piece
ot Beef, and gave it to his Coinpaiiion, who pre-
sently clapi it under his Cloak The Cook turning;
about again, und missini; his Beef, began to charge
them with it ; upon which, he tluu fiist look it,

swore bitterly he had none of it. He that had it,

swore as heartily that he had taken none of his

Meat. W'ly look ye, Gentltmen, says the Cook,
I see your Equivocation : and though 1 cannot tell

which of you has taken my Meat, 1 am sure, be-
tween you both, there is a Thief, and a couple of

Rascals.



jESOP'3 fables. 305

THE APPLICATION.

An honest Man's Word is as good as his Oath ; and so is i

Tlogue's too ; tor he that will cheat and lye, why should he scru-

X)le Lo forswear himselt ? is the latter more criminal than either

of the former ? An honest Man needs no Oath to oblige him ;

and a Rogue only deceives you the more certainly by it ; be-
cause you think you have tied him up, and he is sure you have
not. In truth, it is not easy, with the Eye of Reason, to discern,
that there is any Good in Swearing at all. We need not scru-

ple to take an honest Man's bare Asseveration ; and we shall

do wrong if we believe a Rogue, though he swears by the most
solemn Oaths that can be invented.

There are, besides, a sort of People who are Rogues, and yet
do not know that they are such ; who, when they have takea
an Oath, make a Scruple ofbreaking it ; but rack their inventioa

to evade it by some Equivocation or other ; by which if they can
but satisfy their Acquaintance, and serve their own Scheme,
they think all is well, and never once consider the Black and
heinous Guilt which must attend such a Behaviour. They so-

lemnly call the supreme Being to witness; to what ? to a sharo,
an Evasion, a Lye. Thus these unthinking prevaricating

Wretches, at the same time that they believe there is a God, act

as if there were none, or, which is worse, dare affront him in the

liigliest degree. They who by swearing would clear themselves
of a Crime, of which they are really Guilty, need not be at much
pains about wording their Oath ; for, express themselves how
they will, they are sure to be forsworn.

Cc
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FAB. CLXXXIV. 77ieJ^ckd-ci\va7id(heSheei},

,|P,|;,r„,,,„n......»~^,^
i,„„^

ililii!ll[lli!iiii:iii7«,>.u..=:

-A Jackauw sal ci.aticriiigupon me Back oiabi;eep.
Peace, yen noisy Thinj^, says the Sheep ; if I were
a Dog you dut.st not serve me so. That is true

.enoui^h, replies the Jackdaw, I know very well uho
I have to do vvidi : I never meddle with the Surl"
and Reversgeful : but I Icve to pluirue such poor
helplesi creatures as you arc, that cannot do me
any imrm again.

THE APPLICATION.

Many People in the Worlti ai-e ofihe Te;ii])erofil;Js Jr.ckdaw
in the- Ftible, wlio do 3-lisciuef for Miscliicfs sake

; and i.t tlie
same time are never so vvell pleased, as wlien they do it to the
innocent and Uncleserving. They love thciuselves too well to
offer an Injury to one of their own malicious Principles, for fear
of a Suitable Return ; but desire no better Grounds, at any tinu
for being hurtful, than the Fros])ect of being so with impunitv'How inconsistent are such proceedings as these, with Ilonoin'
and Generosity ! How opposite to the Character of a g -eat and
a good Man ! and how directly contrary to the Rules prescribed
tpr the JBehaviour of noble and heroic Spirits.
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FAB. CLXXXV. The Plowman and Forlune.

1 Plowman, as he was plowin.^ the Ground,
found a Treasure. Transported v^ith Joy, he im-

mediately began to return Thanks to the Ground
which had been so liberal and kind to him. Fortune
observed what he did, and could not forbear disco-

vering her Resentment of it. She instantly ap-

peared to him, andjYou fool, says she, what a Block-
head are jcu to lie thanking- the Ground thus, and
take no No- ice of Me ! You Sot, you I if you had
lost sucli a Treasure, instead of finding it, I should
have been the first you would have laid the Blame
upon. ,

THE APPLICATION.

If our Affairs succeed and go well, we ought to let them have
the Credit of it, lo whose Interest it is chiefly owing, and whom,
"upon any Miscarriage, or ill Management, we should have found
fault with. That just rule of Equity, to do as ive would- be done
«mto, should, as near as we can, be observed in every Action of^ U\QS. But Yanity and Peevishness dispone us too often te
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break it : one makes us ascribe tliat to our omii good address

Avhicb perhaps is owing to soniC Accident ;
the oilier puts us

upon charging i^or^i/ne or soniL'bndy besides ourselves, wltli that

ill Success, for which we mav probably be indebted to our own

Stupidity and Negligence only. Wliat titles of Honour^ what
Stations of Dignity, what places of profit in Cbnrcli and State,

are now anii then ]>ossessed by duil usciess Wretches ! wlio ne-

ver once dreamt that they were obl'ged to Fortune alone for

their happiness in obtaining them. Yttifthe case were quite
otherM ise, if those places had been filled with Men of know n

Abilities, and tbese Creatures left low and undistinguished as

their own merit, it is teri to one but they would have cursed their

Stars, fretted at their ill-luck, and siornied at the barbarous

treatment of their capricious Fortune.

FAB. CLXXXVI.

The Ape and her two Young Ones.

miiinnuiTUnill

An Ape haviiig two youi-g Ouc.^, wus Cioiiiiglv
foncl of one, but disregarded and slighled the other.

One Day she chanced to be surprhed bythe Hunt-
ers, and had much ado to get off. However, she
did not forget her favourite young One, ^vhich she
took up ill her Arms, ihat it might be the more
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secure ; The other, which she neglected, by natu-

ral instinct leapt upon her back, jind so away they

scampered together. But it unluckily fell out,

that the Dam, in her precipitate Flight, blinded

with Haste, dashed her Favourite's Head against
a Stone, and killed it. The hated One, clinginjj
close to her rough Back, escaped all the Danger
of the Pursuit.

THE APPLICATION.

This Fable is designed to expose the tolly of some Parents wh»
hy indulging and humouring tlieir Favourite Children^ spoil and
ruin them ; while those, ofwhom they have been the least fond,
have done very well. The Child that knows it can command
its Pai'ents Affections, will hai-dly be brought to know how to

obey. The Fondness of indiscreet Parents to Favourite Chil-

dren, is blind as love itself ; they are so far from seeing any Ble-
mishes or Imperfections in them, that their very Deformity is

beaut}-, and all their ugly Tricks Graces. Thus, without ever

being'checked and corrected for their Faults, but rather applaud-
ed and caressed for them, when they come abroad upon the
Theatre of the World, what Rock will they not split upon ?

While the Child who is so happy as to escape these very tender

Regards, these pernicious Indulgencies, is obliged to be good
and honest in its own Defence.

^

The Parent looks upon it with
an Eye clear from the misls of Fiondness. He has no Regard to

its Dislike or Approbation ;
but for his own Credit, puts it into

such a Way of Education as Reason dictates, and forces it to be
as accomplished as its Capacity will admit.
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FAB. CLXXXVII.
The Shepherd turned Merchant.

A SHEPHERD that kept his Sheep near the Sea,
one clear Summer's Day drove them close to the

Shore, and sat down upon a Piece of a Rock to

enjoy the cool Breeze that came from the Water.
The £]jrecn Element appeared calm and smooth ;

and Thetis with her Train of smiling beautiful

Nymphs, seemed to dance upon the floating sur-

face of the Deep. The Shepherd's Heart thrilled

>vith secret Pleasure, and he began to wish for the

life of a IMerchant. O how happy, says he, should

I be, to plow this liquid Plain, in a pretty, tight
Vessel of my own ! and to visit the remote Parts

of the World, instead of sitting idly here to look

upon a parcel of senseless Sheep, while they are

grazing ! then what ample returns should I make
in the Way of Traffic ! and what a short and cer-

tain Path would this be to Riches and Honour ! In

s'hort this Thought v/as improved into a Resolu-

1
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tion ; away he posted with all Expedition, sold his

Flock, and alltUal he had ; then he bought a Bark,
and fitted it out for a Voyage ; he loaded it with
a cargo of Dates, and set sail for a Pvlart ihat was
held upon the Coasts of jisia^Wwe hundred Leagues.
off. He had not been long at sea before the wind

began to blow tempestuously, and the Waves to

rage and swell : the Violence of the Weather in-

creased upon him, his ship was in danger of sink-

ing, and he was obliged to lighten her, by throw-

ing all his Dates over-board: after this, his Ves-
sel was driven upon a Rock near the Shore, and

split to pieces ;
he himself hardly escaped with

Life. Poor, and destitute of Subsistence, he ap-

plied himself to the Man who had bought his

Flock, and was admitted to tend it, as a Hireling.
He sat in the same Place as before, and the Ocean

again looked calm and smooth. Ah ! says he, de-

ceitful, tempting Element, in vain you try to en-

gage me a second time ; my Misfortunes have left

me too poor to be agu.in deluded the same, way ;

and Experience has made me so wise as to resolve,
whatever my Condition may be, never to trust thy
faithless Bosom more.

THE APPUCATION.

Sought Wit is best : And the more Variety of Disappoint-
iTftents we meet with, tiie greater will be our Experience, and the
better we shall be qualified to rub through the World. Mankind
Las a->strange Propensity for things that are novel and unti-ied ;

and so strong a Bias inclines thein to Shifting and Changing, that

every one disrelishes his own Profession, and wishes lie had been
of some other Employment. The young Academic, designed
to the most grave of all Professions, hates to think of his peculiac
Habit, of that formal reserved Deportment by which he is to

separate himselffi'om Avhat he counts tixe Pleasures of the World^
and bid adieu to that irregidarity wliich youth so much delights
it>. He longs for a Commission io the Army^ that he may be
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fashionably licentious, and indulge himself unquestioned in the

wantoned Sallies of a brisk youthful Appetite. In the mean
time, the old Soldier, harassed out with laborious Campaigns
abroad, and vexed with the slow Returns of his Half pay at home,
repines at the happy Condition of the Ecclesiastic, fattening in

Ease and Plenty, and sleeping unmolested in one of the upper
Stalls of a Cathedral. With Remorse, he calls to miiid his for-

mer Perverseness in quitting a College-Life, and a defeating the

Purpose of his Relations, who had purchased the Next Rever^
sion of a fat Benefice for him. He shakes his Head, and re-

flects, that if it had not been for his Folly, instead of aking
Liimbs, and an empty Purse, he might have enjoyed as much
Leisure and Luxury, as any Priest in the Land.

Thus, sometimes with, sometimes without Reason, we are dis-

gusted at our Station, and envy those who are erabaiked in ano-

ther Way ; Which however it may seem to be a Misfortune in-

tailed upon us, yt't carries this Advantage with it, that, as we
are almost sure of being disappointed by a Change, we are as

certain likewise of gaining some Bxperjenoe by the Bargain,
and fceing wiser for the fnturp.
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FAB. CLXXXVIir.

The Young Man and the Lion.

•313

|i!»i

There was u certain old Man who was Lord of

a very great Estate ; and had one only Child, a

Son, of whom he was exceeding tender and fond ;

he was likewise one very apt to be influenced by
Omens, Dreams, and Prognostics. The young
Man his Son was nnghtily addicted to Hunting, and
used to be up early every Morning to follow the^

Chace. But the Father happening to Dream, one

Night, that his Son was killed by a Lion, took it so

to heart, that he would not suffer him to go int©

the Forest any more. He built a fine Castle for

his Reception, in which he kept him close con-

lined, lesi he should step out privately a Hunting,
and meet his Fate. Yet, as this was purely the

Effect of his Love and Fondness for him, he stu-

died to make his Confinement as agreeable to him
as possible ; and, in order to it, furnished the Cas-

tle- with Variety of fine Pictures, in which were
Dd
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all Sorts of wild Beasts, such as the Son used to

take Delight in hunting ; and an^ong the rest the

Portrait of a Lion, rhis the young Man viewed
one Day more attentively than ordinary ; and be-

ing vexed in his Mind at the unreasonable Con-
finement which his Father's Dream had occa-

sioned, he broke out into a violent Passion, and

looking sternly at the Lion, Thou cruel Savage,

says he, it is to thj' grim and terrible Form that I

owe my Imprisonment; if 1 had a Sword in my
Hand, I Vvould thus run it through thy Heart.

Saying this, he struck his Fist at the Lion's Breast,

and untbrtunateiy tore his Hand with a Point of a

Nail which stuck in the Wainscot, and was hid

under the Canvass. The Wound festered, and

turned to a Gangrene ; this threw the young Man
into a Fever, and he died. So that the Father's

Dream was fulfilled by the very Caution that he
took to prevent it.

THE APPLICATION.

This Fable, though it may seem to favour and encourage the

Notion of Dreams, ami such fanciedDiscoveriesof future Events,
is however intended to ridicule and explode them. \\ hat can
be more absurd than the Practice of those credulous Fools, who,
having Faith enough to beheve tlie Veracity of Oracles, had the

Impudence or Stupidity to try to defeat them afierwai'ds ? This
was making a God with one hand, and throwing him away with
the other. P'irst they ask the Almighty what he intends to do ?

"When lie has told them, they beheve him and tremble, but are

i-esolved to disappoint him if they can : Nay, they think they can,
and set about it accordingly. These low inconsistent Notions of

God, gave the first Birth to Atheism, and were they not too

common in the World stiH, that pernicious Principle, if there
be any such Principle in reahty, would be either entirely rooted

out, or grow so thin, as not to hinder the Increase of Virtue.

When the Deity, which the generality of the World acknow-

ledge, is used as if he were a Deity of Irresolution, Instability,

jNIutability, and Passion, Men of any Discernment immediately
renounce such a Deity as that ; and^ for want of due Considers-
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tloti, remain Atheists. It being indeed less absurd of the two,
not to believe a Supreme Being at all, than to believe he is sub-

ject to the Frailties of us wretched Mortals, and governed by
Whim and Fancy.

FA?^ CLXXXIX. The Hen andtheY^yi,

lllillll!ll)muumii>><<nii»irilllll!minilll]|lliijll>lililiil

A FUX r.ctving crept into an Out-house, looked

lip and down, seeking what he might devour; and
at last spied a Hen sitting' upon the uppermost
Perch, so high, that he could by no Means come
at her. He then had recourse to his old Strata-

gems ;
Dear Cousin, says he. addressing- himself

to the Hen, how do you do ? I heard that you were

ill, and kept within ; at which I was so concerned,
that I could not rest till I came to see you. Pray,
how is it with you now ? Let me feel your Pulse
a little ;

indeed you do not look well at all. He
was running on after this impudent fulsome Man-
ner, when the Hen answered him from the Roost,

Truly, Cousin Reynard^ you are in the right on it :

I never was in more Pain in my Life : I must beg;
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your Pardon for being so free as to tell you, that I

see no Company ; and you must excuse me too

for not coming down to you ; for, to say the Truth,

my Condition is such, that I fear I should catch my
death if I should do it.

THE APPUCATION.

There are some People in the AVorld, whose Address and
Conversation are so impertinent, so shocking, and disagreeable,
that it is doing Penance, and suffering a kind of bodily Pain, to

be in their Company. When these Familiar Fools, with their

repeated Officiousness, ask us how we do, no wonder if we are

really sick ; for how can we be well when they are near us ?

They either mean nothing, and are vain, silly Irapertinents,
vhom we abhor ; oi% cover some evil Purpose under a Disguise
of nauseous palpable Flattery, and therefore are to be ti'eated

•with Reserve and Caution. A Man who sees through Flatteiy,
is indeed free from the Danger of it. But he should not be sa-

tisfied with that. If he is a public spirited Man, he ought to

discountenance and expose the Person that practises it, to pre-
vent it from flourishing abroad, and hurting those who may not

be wary enough to discern, or stanch enough to resist its At-
tacks. The Men of Flatteiy, as they are, in some Degree or

other, a common Mischief, ought to be treated as common Ene-
mies : And as it is generally their Design to delude and impose
upon others, if we can be beforehand with, and disapi)oint them,
^e shall act, if BOt sjenerously, ret, however fairly anfl Discreet -

?v.

 '
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FAB. CXC. The Man and the Gnat.

!!l§lili!snn7aVaiiri»i»i93SglilllEISIIiii^^^

i\S a clownish'Feilow was siuing- upon a Bank, a

Gnat settled upon his Leg, and stunt^ it. He
clapt iiis Hand v/ith great V'ehen^.ence upon Vwq

Place, with Intention to kill the Gnat
; but the lit-

tle nimble Insect skipping lightly between his

Fingers, escaped; and every Time he struck, he

gave himself a smart blow upon the Leg, without

being in the least able to touch the Gnat. This

provoked him very much, so that in the Height of

his Passion he fell to invoking Hercules. O migh-
ty Herculesy says he, since nothing can withstand

thy Power, aid me, I beseech thee, against this

pernicious Gnat, and with thy invincible Stength,
subdue him, in compassion to me, miserable Crea-

ture, who am tormented with his venemous Sting.

THE APPLICATION.

Many People, like the Clown in the Fahle, are apt to invoke
the Almighty upon every little ti'ifiing Accident that befalls

tljem. Not in an habitual uomeauing Exclaniation, siwh a^

D d 2
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('luldren and cijiUllsli Folks use, Lut in a serious delibsrate Me-
Hitation, conceived in a Fit of Rapture, and delivered from the

Closet or Cabinet, in the usual Season of Devotion. How many
Things are prayed for with much Earnestness, which if v.e wer«
to inquire into them, are mere vanities, and such as we ought to

he ashamed of having ! Not thai the Supreme Being, who is

fill-knowing, and present every where, can be supposed to be

ignorant of eves r little Thoaght of our Souls; or unable to

comply with the multiplicity of our Wishes ;
But it is contrary

tohise.x?dted Nature to condescend to ovir paltry selfish Schemes,
or to grant any of those Petitions, wiiich we ourselves^ if ivc

consider, should be ashamed to put up.

FAB. CXCI nr Bev and the Lion.

iiiiiii^^^^aBiiii
jA_ Deer bcirjg tiui'a pu.sued by ilie Hijuncis, tound

a C-ive, into which he rushed for Security. But
he was no sooner i^ot in, then he saw himself in the

Po^ver of a Lion, who lay couched at the farther

End of the Cave, and sprung upon him in an In-

stant. Being at the Point oi Death, he complained
thus : Unhappy Creature that I am ! I entered this

Cave to escape the Pursuit of Men and Dogs, and

am fallen into the Jaws of the most cruel and ra-

|*acious of all wild Beasts.

1



^SOP'S FABLES. 519

THE APPLICATION.

Sioine are so unfortunate, as to be ever running itilo troubles
and Difficulties; their il!-Luck seems to ride tiiemthrniigli a Se-
ries ofAiistbrtunes; inid, in the mean time, like stumbluig Hor-
ses, the more tliey are spurred, the oftener tbey flounce along
in tije Dirt, and t'se more Trips they make. But, as much of
this may be attributed to Fear and Hurry, wiiich, wherever they
take jjliice, indispose and bindei-us tVom acijuitting ourselves as
v.e should do ; it is thevef'ore hii;hiy necessary ibr such as would
he tiiought to hcliave tlieraselves like ]Men,'<iever to let Fear
Jsave any share in their Words or Actions. Tlii.s Passion blinds
lis from discn-niiig our true Interest ; it no sooner poiiits out au
Evil to us, but it throws us into the utir.osi CoLiiasion, in cur
Manner and Mt^thod of flying fiom it. V,'e stiu't "iroiii the prt-.
sent Mischief, before ve have fetched ispon a Place of refuge ;

and, in the Hurry, fail into a iijoir;ajid worse xiccidenL*, whicli
we have not time to observe atui avoid.

But all this is far below the cliruactcr cf a great and a good
!Man. He dreads nothing more than Shame ; nor is ashamed
of any thing so much as Fear. Not all the terrors of this, or any
other World, can blind the Eyes of liIs Peason, or disarm his un-

derstanding. Honesty dictates to his Conscience, and lis Con-
science is the Rule of his x\ctions And in tins happy Situation
of his Mind, though the World were to be crushed, and thunder
in pieces about his Ears, he woui! be found withotit Sm-prise,
amidst the Ruins of it. It is peculiar to t^naves or Fools to be
hurried through a Sense of their own Guilt or Shame ; and to
he klM'ays labouring under Jealousies^ Doubts, Distrusts, and

Disappointments.
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FAB CXCTT. The Gardener and his Bg';^.

A Gardener's Dog, iVisK.ing about Hie Brink of a

Well in the Garden, happened to tall into it. The
Gardener very readily ran to his Assistance

; but

as he was endea.vouring to he|p him out, the Cur
bit him by the Hand. The Man took this un-

grateful Treatment so unkindly, that he left him to

shift for himself, with this Expostulation : "Wick-
ed Wretch, quoth he ; Are you so unreasonable
as to injure the Hand that comes to save your Life !

The Hand of me, your Master, who have hitherto

fed and taken care of you ! Die, as you deserve, for

£0 mischievous and ill-natured a Creature is not fit

to live.

THE APPLICATION.

All the Obligations you lay upon an ungrateful Person, are
thrown away. And therefore they who would be esteemed

"wise, as "well as good, should use some Exactness in the Direc-
tion of their Favours, as well as Generosity in the Disposal of
them, iov there are some of such aaaievgleut Tempers, that
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ihey are not only improper Objects of our good-nature, as tft

themselves in being undeserving ; but of sucli vi!e Dispositions,
in respect to us, that we cannot approocli them, though to do
them a kindness, without endangering our own safetj-.

Our Good-nature, tlierefore, as good a Quality as it is, will not

excuse us, if we fall into the Hands oi these kind of People ;

something must be imputed to our Easiness and Want of AMen-
tion ; and if we are so free as to bestow our Favryurs without

considering where we place tlieni, the discerning part of Man-
kind will rank us in the Class of Fools or Madmen ; instead of

giving us the Applause that is due to Actions ti'uly liberal.

FAB. CXCIII. T/if Cock avd the Fox.

1 HE Fox. passini^ early one Suuimei's Murmn^
near aFanfi-Yard, was caught in a Springe, which
the Farmer had planted there for that end. The
Cock, at a distance, saw what happened ; and, hard-

ly yet daring to trust himself too near so danger-
ous a Foe, approached him cautiously, and peeped
at him, not without some Horror and Dread of
Mind. Rey7iard no sooner perceived it, but he
Addressed himself to him, with all the designing
Artifice imaginable. Dear Cousin, says he, yoii
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see what an unforiunate Accident has befallen mc
here, and all upon your Account. For as 1 was

cieepiug through yonder Hedge, in my way home-
ward. I neard you crow and was resolved to ask

you liow you did before I went any farther : but

by the way, I met with this Disaster ;
and there-

fore now I must become an humble Suiior to you
for a Knife to cut this plaguy String ; or, at least,

thai you v/ould conceal my Misfortune, till I have

gnawed it asunder with my Teeth. The Cock,

seeiu{^ how the Case stood, made no Reply, but

posted away as fast as he could, and gave the Far-

mer an Account of the whole Matter ; who taking
a good weapon along with him, came and did the

Fox's Business, before he could have time to con-

trive his Escape.

THE APPLICATION.

Though there is no Quality of the mind more gi*aceful in it-

self, or that renders it more amiable to others, than the having
a tender reg.<nl to tliose who are in Distress ; yet we may err,
even in this Point, unless we take care to let our Compassion
flow out upon pi'oper Ohjeets only. "SVhen the innocent fall into

Misfortune, it is the Part of a gtnerons brave Spirit to contri-

bute to their Redemption ; or, if that be impossible, to adminis-

ter soraetliing to their Comfort and Support. But Mhen wick-
ed Men, who have been Enemies to their Fellow Subjects, are

entrapt in tlieir own pernicious Schemes, he that labours to de-

liver them, makes himself an Associate in their Crimes, and
becomes as great an Enemy to the Public, as those whom he
would screen and protect.
Whe'\ highwaymen and House-breakers are taken, and con-

demned, and going to satisfy justice, at the Expense of their

\ile paltry Lives ; who are they that giieve fgr them, and would
be glad to i-esene them from the Rope ? Not honest Men, we
rnay be sure. The rest of the thieving Fraternity would per-
Laps com.m.iserate their Condition, and be ready to mutiny in

their Favour; Nay, the Rascally Solicitor who had been employ,
ed upon their account, would be vexed that his Negociations
had succeeded no better, and be afraid of losing his Reputation

•^jnong other DeliQquents for the fiitiu'e. But every friend ip
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Justice would have no reason to be dissatisfied at any thing, but

A mournful Reflection which he could not tbrbeai' making.
That while these little Criminals swing for soiaerrlfling Ka; ine,

others, so transcendetitly their Superiors in Fraud and Plunder,

escape with a whole skin.

FAB CXCIV. r/^e Raven and ^/V Ser^.-nt.

A Hungry Raven, flying about in quti,t of his

Prey, saw a Serpent basking himself upon the Side

of a sunny Bank : Down he soused upon him, and
seized him with his horney Beak, in order to de-

vour hiin : But the Serpent, writhing to and fro

with the Pain, bitjthc Raven again with his vene-

mous Teeth, to such a degree, that he could not

survive it. The Raven, in the Agonies of Death,
is said to have confessed that this Judgment hap-

pened to him justly; since he had attempted to

satisfy his craving Appetite, at the Expense of

another's Welfare.
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THE APPLICATIOX.

They "who are of a ravenous greedy Temper, and for swal

hjwiiiq all that comes into their way, may chance to meet with a

Stin^ in the end. 's\ hen reople are actuated by an insatiable

Avarice, thty stick at nothing : without considering the Law-
fulness, or indeed tl;e real Emolument of snapping at ail, right
or wrong, down it goes ; and, if it has but the Appearance of

Gain, tuey are for making Seizure, let the ^Consequence be
-nhat it will.

Thus 'he Covetous, whom Gcd and INIan abhor, punishes
liimseU for his own Iniquity. Being deaf to the Voice of Con-

science, and (he Dictates of Natural Reason, and blind to every

thitig lut his own vile selfish Views, he thi'ows himself after

Getting, with a precipitate Violence, and often dashes himself

to pieces upon an unseen Rock.

FAB. CXCV. T/ie Fox a7id the Hedgehog.

A. FOX w'c'.s swiniming across a River; and Avhen

he came to the oiher fe,ide, he found the Bank so

steep and slippery, that he could not get up it.

But this was not ail lus Mistbruuie ; for while he

stood in the Water deliberating what to do ;
he

Wits attacked by a Swarm cf Flies, "vvho settling
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upon his Head and Eyes, stung and plagued him

grievously. A Hedgehog, who stood upon the

shore, beheld and pitied his Condition, and withal,
offered to drive away the Flies which molested
and teized him in that sad manner. Friend, re-

plies the Fox, I thank you for your kind Offer, but
must desire you by no means to disturb these hon-
est Blood-suckers that are now quartered upon
me, and whose Bellies, I fancy, pretty well filled ;

for if they should leave me, a fresh Swarm would
take their Places ; and I should not have a drop of
Blood left in my whole Body.

THE APPLICATION.

This Fable is recorded by Aristotle ; -who teDs us that ^BO'p
spoke it to the Sanuans as an Argument to dissuade them frora

deposing their great Minister of State. And a shi-ewd and

weighty one it is too. For a Minister of State is either an hon-
est public spirited Man, and labours for the Good of the Com-
monwealth, or he is chiefly intent, by all Ways and Means, up-
on filling his own Coffers, and upon aggrandizing and enriching
his Relations. Now where the first happens, one need not say
kow much it behoves every particular Man, and all in general,
to wish for the Continuance of so wise and good a Patriot. But
aeither should they part with him merely for being one of the
«ther Stamp ; for, however criminal he may be, in having rob-
bed and plundered the Public, we should consider that, like the
Flies in tlie Fable, he is pretty near full, and, if he were to be
removed, would only make way for some other moi*e hungry,
who would squeeze out of the poor People the Remainder pC

thcjr Property.

Eg
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FAB. CXCVI. The Master and his Scholar.

As a Schoolmaster was walking upon the Bank
of a River, not far from his School, he heard a

Cry as of one in Distress ; advancing a few paces

further, he saw one of his Scholars in the Water,

hanging by the Bough of a Willow. The Boy
had, it seems, been learning to swim with Corks ;

and now thinking himself sufficiently experienced,
had thrown those implements aside, and ventured

into the Water without them ;
but the Force ofthe

Stream having hurried him out of his Depth, he
had certainly been drowned, had not the Branch of

a Willow, which grew on the Bank, providential-

ly hung in his way. The Master took up the

Corks, which lay upon the Ground, and throwing
them to his Scholar, made use of this Opportunity
to read a Lecture to him, upon the inconsiderate
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Rashness of Youth. Let this be an Example to

you, says he, in the Conduct of your future Life ;

never to throw away your Corks, till time has giv-
en you Strength and Experience enough to swim
without them.

THE APPLICATION.

Some People are so vain and self-conceited, that they will

run themselves into a thousand Inconveniencies, rather than be

thought to want Assistance in any one respect. Now there are

many little Helps and Accommodations in Life, which they
who launch out into the wide Ocean of the World, ought to

make use of as Supporters to raise and buoy them up, till they
are grown strong in the Knowledge of Men, and sufficiently
versed in Business, to stem the Tide by themselves. Yet many,
like the Child in the Fable, through an Affectation of being
thought able and experienced, undertake Affairs which are too

big for them, and venture out of their Depth, before they find

tlieir own Weakness and Inabihty.
Few are above being advised ; nor are we ever too old to

learn any thing which we may be the better for. But young
Men, above all, should not disdain to open their Eyes to Exam-
pie, and their Ears to Admonition. They should not be asham-
ed to furnish themselves with Ruies for their Behaviour in the
World. However mean it may seem to use such Helps, yet it is

really dangerous to be Avithout them. As a iMan who is lame
with the Gout, had better draw the Observations of the People
upon him, by walking with a Crutch, than expose himself to

their Ridicule, by tumbling down in tlie Dirt. It is as unnatu-
ral to see ayoung Man throw himself out into Conversation with
an Assuming Air, upon a Subject which he knows nothing of,
as for a (hild of three Months old to be left to s;o without its

Leading-strings ; they are equally shocking and painful to the

Spectator. Let them have but Patience till time and Experi-
ence strengthen the Mind of the one, and the Limbs of the other,
and tiiey may both make such Excursions as may not be disa-

greeable or offensive to the Eye of the Beholder.
And here it may not be improper to say something by Way

of Application to the whole. It is not expected that they who
are versed and hackneyed in the Paths of Life, should trouble

themselves to peruse these little loose sketches of Morality ;

such may do well enough without them. They are writte» for
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the Benefit of the Young, and the Unexperienced ; if they do
but relish the Contents of this Book, so as to think it worth

Reading over two or three times, it will have attained its End ;

and should it meet with such a reception, the several Authors

originally concerned in these Fables, and the present compiler
of the whole, may be allowed, not altogether to have misemploy*
ed tlieir time, in preparipg sach a Coilatign for their Bntex'twu-
ntent.
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Coffee-House Politics,

ridiculous, Page 237.

Company (when bad) to

be avoided, 256. It

concerns us to keep
good, 125.

Complaints, better let

alone, 182.

Condition,seldom pleas-
ed with our own, 325.

Unreasonable to re-

pine at it, 49. Made
worse by repining at

it, 76.

Content makes a poor
man happy, 94.

Conversation, when dis-

agreeable, 223.

Country, and Country
Life, recommended,
59. *Squire, damns a

Court Life, 37.

Courage, nothing with-

out Conduct, 85.

Court, those who fre-

quent it should not

value themselves, 45.

Cowards, cannot impose
upon those that know
them, 120.

Craftj repelled by Cun-

ning, allowable 209,
231.

Critic, envious, ^7.

Cunning, generally silly

Fellows who set up
for it. Page 100.

D
Death-bed Repentance

considered, 47.

Death, dreaded by those

who pretend' to wish

for it, 110,

Death and Love, unac-

countable. 217i

Decrees of Fate not to

be resisted, 36.

Discarded Statesman,

discontented, 37.

Distress, cruel to insult

People in it, 96.

Divisions among the

great ones, how en-

couraged, 24.

Do as you would be done

by, 2 1 8.

Double-tongued People
to be avoided, 91.

Have a care ofhim, 1 32.

Dreams, and such idle

Notions, the Folly of

them, 327.

E
Education, the effects of

it, 194.

Enemies, not to be as-

sisted or trusted, 55.

Envy, described, its In-

conveniencies, 212.

Evepne§s pf temper re^
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•cGmmended,P«^e 92.

Example, useful for in-

struction, 34.

ExperimentSjhav^e acare

how you make them,
251.

F
Fashions, oddly intro-

duced, 108.

Fault, not to be found
with others if guiliy

ourselves, 177.

Favourite, every one not

fit to be so, 203. Sur-

prising when honest,
42.

Fear, the inconvenien-

cies of it, 296. It is

unreasonable, 49.

Vain and insignifi-

cant, 134.

Flattery mischievous,
but hard to be avoid-

ed, 15.

Foreigners should not

slight the Country
they are in, 163.

Fortune, often blamed

wrongfully, 148. Ought
to have her due, 307.

Forwardness should be

discouraged, 187.

Foul means sometimes
best, 184.

Frieji^U fi)i5,e onc; ?j d«*

testable Thing, Page
146. Them and Re-
lations not to be de-

pended on, 65. We
should be nice in our
Choice of them, 246.

Friendship,nccessary to

our well-being, 89,

242, 287. Insecure

till tried, 77.

G
Gaming-Houses, those

stupid that frequent

them, 117.

Genealogy, foolish to in-

sist upon it, 150.

Generosity, a handsome
Virtue, 51.

Glass, a Reason why we
should often consult

it, 124.

Glory,nothing should be
undertaken for the
sake of it, 142

God, served better ana-

therwaythanby Pray-
er, 92.

Good-nature, our Inter-

est to exercise it, 51.

Government, necessary
to be supported, 63.

Greatness exposed to

storms, 137.

Great cry and little wool^
4^*
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Great Men, bad Ncigh-
bourb, tage 80.

H
Ilabitj the Inconve-

nience of it, 286.

Hasie, the more the

worse speed, 167. ,

Honest Man, his Word
as good as his Oath,
3l8^

Hont Sly the best Policy,
181. .Dangerous in

bad Times, 4.

Humanity, how far it

ought to go, 261. Is a

great virtue, 160.

1

Idle Fellows, trouble-

some any where, 171.

Jest, how to baffle and
defeat it, 7^.

Ill Men. not to be serv-

ed, 12.

Imitation, the Ruin of

many, 220.

Impatience, hurtful, Qo.

Impertinents,pleasantto
sec them matched, 1 43.

Impossibilities should
not be attempted,287.

Incendiaries, what we
should think of them,
297.

Industry recommended,
197,

Industry, makes amends
for Want of Parts,

Page 264.

Informer, an odious

Character, 278.

Ingratitude, a great
Vice, 284. Consider-

ed, 40.

Inl<iman to treat an old

Servant ill, 46.

Injuries, often hurtful to

those that do them, 207.

Injury, he that does it

never forgives, 258.

Injustice, a lesson a-

gainst it, 253.

Innocent People, perse-
cuted for being so,
321.

Inquisition, why severe

upon the Jcrjs^ 103.

Insults to People in

Distress inhuman, 138.

Interest, a second-hand
not to be depended
on, 299.

Invention,an Artrecom-
mendfd, 86.

Juba^las Address would
be ill taken by some,
98.

Judgment, want of it

makes us unhappy,
53. Cause of its being
wrong, 280,
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Justice, Irrcgular,Pa^e
158.

K
King, he that breaks his

"vvord, not to be trust-

ed, 15 2. How hp ought
to be qualiP id, ibid.

He that is Adolent,
cruel to

jjbis People,
30.

Kite, a King good
enough for some Peo-

ple, 26.

Knaves, once known ne-

ver to be well esteem-

ed, 190.

L
Law, the Inconvenien-

ciesof going to it, 233.

Lend with caution, 17.

Liar, once detected, ne-

ver to be believed,257.

Liberties of the People,
not to be trusted with-

out security. 26.

Life, full of uncertainty,
161.

Little People suffer

when Great Ones fall

out, 24.

Look before you leap,
128.

Luxury and Intempe-
rance short-lived, 97.

u
Man, a true one hard to

be found, Fa^e 283,
His mind like a Bow,
164.

Mankind,aversc to bois-

terous Treatment, 70.

Never know when
they are well, 192.

Marriage,fatal when un-

equal, 58. When the

effects of Love only,
fatal and rash, 269.

Young fellowsxmdone

by it, ibid.

Martyrs, their Blood
the Seed of the

Church, 70.

Men always Losers by
the Women, 28.

Menenius Agrififia ap-

peases a Tumult, 63,

Merit, arises from good
sense, 81.

Minister discarded, how
he may clear himself,
103. A wicked One,
why to be tolerated,
325

Modestyandlmpudence
in Extremes, 223.

N
Nature, the Force of

ijtj

573.



INDEX.

O
Offices, good, to be done

to proper Objects,
Page 41.

Officiousness, to be sus-

pected, 257.

Old Age, an Agreeable
one, 156.

Opinion, we must judge
according to it, 273.

Opportunity, the pre-
sent not to be neglect-
ed,

jOfi,

OutsijIpCot to be trust-

ed, ^5.
P

Panics, created by our-

selves, 49.

Parents, the Folly of

some, 322. Our Du-

ty to them arises from

their Goodness, 34.

They may be undu-

tiful, ibid.

Party, no Truth to be

expected from Party
Historians, 89. They
are wicked who occa-

sion Parties, 88.

Parly, base to desert,but

very common, 205.

Passion, the ill eifects of

it, 281.

Persecution makes Peo-

ple obstinate, 68.

Physician, should heal

himself, Page 73.

Pity is but poor Com-
fort, 277. Not always
t be shewn, 320.

Pla *"ten the Cause
ot ojjlence, 185.

Povert "se that dread

it par j±. their Li-

berty, . J?
Power, not to be trust-

ed, 10. Especially un-

limited, with no Man,
26.

Prayers, the improprie-

ty of them, 92.

Praying, the manner of

it considered, 301.

How often used for

Trifles. 318.

Preacher declaims a-

gainst drunkenness,
73.

Precaution, a good
Thing, 155.

Prerogative, seldom
made a good Use of,

55"

Pride, the Inconve-

nience of it, 229.

Principles, not easily to

be counterfeited, 166.

Promise nothing but
what is in your Pow-

er, -68.
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Dvidence unfathoma-

ble, Page 201.

blic Spirit, many pre-
tend to it, 283.

Q f
lality, who are INIen of

true, 44.

R
shness, the ^ncon-
venienciesof It, 229.

;spect, how to be pre-

served, 242.

jvenge easy, I00.'''lts

being so, a Reason

against doing inju-

ries, 2 1
.

ivolutions in Govern-

ment,seldom hurt the

Poor, 121.

Lch,those who become
so unjustly, what they
must do, 61.

ches, when an Incum-

berance, 227. Too of-

tenJnJU hands, 20|^
iUcuIous, ho>i5ome

People make them-

selves so, 176.

obber of the Public

ought to live in Fear,

S.

ogues multiplied by

being successful, 147.

ulers of a Stale to be

Iiept up in Grandeur,

F^Gge 63. l^ot to he
chdsen for their Oir-

side, 251.

S

Self, every man shomM
exert himself, and not

trust others, 65.

Self-love, no ill Princi-

ple, 275.

Servants neglect thei'^

Masters Affairs, 30.

Slavery, Rogues and

Villains whc^H^nl
to bear it, 32l||^

Spectres, Sec. when they
flourish most, 134

Spendthrifts repent too

late, 117.

Suspicion, a useful qual-

ity, 145.

T
Times deplorable, when

villany is protected,
216,

Traitors, hated by those

that employ t,hem,

247.

Travellers, given to Ly-
ing, 122.

Trust, have a care who,
269.

Trust, no Injuries so

bitter as from those

we trust, 173.

T«fei3 one good de-
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serves aaollvvr. 'age

220. -^

V
Ven pretty Fellows

Strangers to Virtue

and Knowledge, 2.

Virtue troublesome to a

young Lady, 13.

Visits, which appear
charitable, not al-

ways so, 10.

Vulgar, not to be follo^y-

\V
;ss in conversa-

tion, what happens
upon it, 72.

Wielded Men, in Power,

easily find Pretences,
214. Hate those that

ffre othervise, ?96.

WCshould avoid thc't

Page 299.

Wife, that loves h\

Husband, what sh^

^hould do, 28.

Wiiy dangerous for

Fools to attempt i

21. Hurtful to hi)

that, uses it to huf
others, 18.

Words, men known I

them, 297.

Worth, a Man lessee

his own by inquirin
after it, 294.

Y
Young Lady practisir

at her Glass, 13.

Young Men, a Piece (

Advice to them, 32'

^m ENIK
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